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PREFACE

Chinese cultural products increased both in quantity and in quality from the
Period of the Han Dynasty on. A variety of arts and crafts prevailed in China. The
wood-printing of the Five Dynasties, the lacquer-carving of the Sung and Ydlan
Dynasties, and the wood-carving of the Ming and Ch’ing Dynasties are a subject well
worth studying in the history of Chinese culture and of Chinese art.

In the Shang Dynasty, ivory-carving already attained to a high level. Feudal
princes of the Chou Dynasty held ivory tablets during their audience with the
monarch. There were beds made of ivory in the Warring States Period. In the
Southern Dynasties, penholders were produced by ivory. In the T‘ang Dynasty,
ivory had been dyed red, blue, and so forth before it was carved. Ivory ballsappeared in
the Sung Dynasty. Buddha-images were carved out of ivory in the Ming Dynasty.
Ivory-carving was generalized in the Ch’ing Dynasty.

Bamboo-carving and wood-carving were intended at first for practical use and
later for decoration. The former was applied mainly to penholders, human figures,
utensils, and sationery, while the latter was applied generally to furniture, architecture,
Buddha-images, and the like.

Lacquerware can be said to be the oldest and the most exquisite object d'art
in China. It originated before the Shang Dynasty. The earliest lacquerware existing
now was made in the Eastern Chou Dynasty and unearthed in Changsha recently.
Its designs are beautiful and its shapes, numerous. After the Han Dynasty,
lacquerware increased in kind and the skill to make it improved. It was composed
of Colored Painting. Lacquer-engraving, Inlaying with shells, Metal-inlaying, T'i-hsi,
T’i-hung, etc..

According to ““Chou Li*’, one of the classical books in China, materials used for
carving were stone, ivory, bamboo, wood, jade, pearl, metal, leather, and feather.
However, in this book written by Miss Kao Yu-chen, only ivory-carving, wood-carving,
bamboo-carving, and lacquer-carving were discussed. We hope Chinese crafts can be
better understand because of this book.

Chen Kuei-miao
Director
National Museum of History
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Significant, Useful Chinese Technology

— Carving

Ivory-carving

Carved Bone with Floral Decoration

Carved Ivory Ball Decorated with Lions Motif
Carved Ivory Nine-Dragon-Ball

Carved Ivory Screen Decorated with Ladies Motif
Carved Ivory Image of Bodhisattva Avalokitesvara
Carved Ivory Image of Bodhisattva Avalokitesvara
Carved Ivary Eight Immortals

Carved Ivory Image of Hsu Wen-Chang

Carved Ivory Image of Bodhisattva Avalokitesvara
Carved Ivory Image of the Buddha with Two Hands
Raised

Carved Ivory Image of Buddha Maitreya

Carved Ivory Fisherman

Carved Ivory Cowboys

Carved lvory Crab Basket

Carved lvory Fisherman

Bamboo-carving .

Carved Bamboo Brush-Container

Carved Bamboo Water Container in the Shape of a
Lotus Leaf, by Chu Shan-Sung

Carved Bamboo Water Container with Pine Tree
Decor

Carved Bamboo Water Container with Plum Decor
Carved Bamboo Vase with Tao-t'ieh Motif

Carved Bamboo Pot with Cord Pattern Decor
Round Treasure Box with Indian Lotus Decor
Carved Bamboo God of Longevity

Carved Bamboo Water Buffalo with a Cowherd on
the Back

Carved Bamboo Penholder

Carved Bamboo Penholder Decorated with Human
Figures

Carved Bamboo Cow-Herding Picture

Carved Bamboo Teapot

Carved Bamboo Penholder Decorated with
Mountains and Rivers

Carved Bamboo Penholder Decorated with a Person
Watching a Spring Under a Pine-Tree

Carved Bamboo Image of Li Tieh-Kuai

Carved Bamboo Image of an Old Man
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Wood-carving

Carved Boxwood Melon-Shaped Box

Carved Boxwood Melon-Shaped Box

Carved Wood Tripod Ting

Carved Wood Head of the Buddha

Carved Wood Buddha-Image

Carved Boxwood Image of Bodhisattva

Avalokitesvara

Carved Boxwood image 'of Bodhisattva

Avalokite$vara

Carved Wood Image of Bodhisattva Avalokitesvara
Carved Wood Fisherman

Carved Wood Woodcutter

Carved Boxwood Tiger-Taming Arhat

Carved Wood Picture of Drinking on the Back of an
Elephant

Carved Wood Image of the God of Longevity

Lacquer Engraving

Carved Lacquer-engraving Vase with Floral Decoration
Small Carved Lacquer-engraving Plate with

Decor Chrysanthemum

Round Carved Lacquer-engraving Box with Peony Decor
Oval Carved Lacquer-engraving Dish with Grape Decor
Circular Carved Lacquer -engraving Box Decorated with
Clouds and Dragons

Carved Round Lacquer-engraving Plate Decorated with
Nine-Dragon Motif

Carved Lacquer-engraving Box in the Shape of a Plum
Flower Decorated with Clouds and Dragons

Carved Lacquer -engraving Plate Decorated with a Pair of
Dragons Gamboling About a Pear!

Round Carved Lacquer-engraving Box Decorated with
the Character for Spring

Round Carved Lacquer-engraving Plate Decorated with
the “Eight Emblems”

Carved Lacquer-engraving Eight-Petal Shaped Box with
Dragon Decor

Carved Lacquer-engraving Vase in the Shape of a Begonia
Square, Three Tiered, Carved Lacquer-engraving Box with
Floral Decoration

Carved Lacquer-engraving Vase

Carved Lacquer-engraving Vase

Square Carved Lacquer-engraving Plate with Floral Decor
Rectangular Carved Lacquer-engraving Plate

Carved Lacquer-engraving Cupboard
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