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Preface

It is not uncommon for students who take great pains in study-
ing and preparing for law examination still fail in the end. The
problems most students encounter may be that either they were not
preparing or studying for the examination in a proper and effective
way or they lacked the tactfull skills in handling examination
questions. The key to success is therefore that they must impove
their learning attitudes. '

This book is not intended to replace the conventional textbook
on the subject. The purpose of this book is to help students to
experience the dynamic approach to law and to succeed in their
first, foundation or elementary stage of professional examinations
such as:

* The Chartered Institute of Bankers, Hong Kong
¢ The Hong Kong institute of Company Secretaries Limited
* The Hong Kong Society of Accountants

This book contains a variety of questions reasonably cover
the essential part of the syllabus for most law examinations. It
concentrates primarily on typical examination questions and to give
students useful guidance in approaching law examinations on those
subjects which students may come across and which students are
expected to be fully conversant with.

Normally, a law paper covers a wide variety of topics and
students are required to memorise a great amount of work, The
answers suggested in this book attempt to resolve examination
question in a simplified manner. It provides illustrations to students
the coverage an examiner is looking for in an answer to a law
question at the first level of a professional examination. It is hoped
that students would benefit from reading this book and acquire the
technique in taking examination questions.

It should be noted that the answers given to the questions are
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intended as a guide only and are based on the authors’ experience in
this subject. It just gives students an indication as to the ways in
which different types of problems may be handled.

Some of the cases are only briefly mentioned in this book to
achieve our objective of simplicity in its writing. However, in the
examination, students are always expected to cite relevant legal
authorities (both case law and statutory provisions) in support of
their answers. Such details could be found in any of the textbook.

Lastly, students should be reminded that though examiners
tend to be selective in choosing topics to be examined, it is by no
means a correct attitude towards examination that revision can also
be selective. Success at examinations depends not on fate but on
hard work. This book serves to assist you in deriving the maximum
benefit from your hard working.

Marcus B. Y. Hung
Paul P. T. Kwan
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Studying for a First Stage
Law Examination

You are obviously in the course of studying for the first stage
of law examination. This chapter is written specifically for you and
is designed to help you to understand:

* the standard expected of the first stage law examinations;
¢ the techniques to answer examination questions; and
* the discipline required in your study.

The first stage law examinations as organised by the following
professional bodies such as:
* The Chartered Institute of Bankers, Hong Kong
* The Hong Kong Institute of Company Secretaries Limited
» The Hong Kong Society of Accountants

are not easy. They are a test in both quantity and depth of law
materials. They should therefore only be taken by students who are
willing to study effectively and devote sufficient time and effort to
their work.

Today, Hong Kong law undergoes rapid changes. This means
that students must keep up-to-date with new legal materials that
would have an important bearing on their examinations. The law
syllabus of your examination must be reviewed to ensure the
materials you have prepared for the examination are both relevant
and up-to-date. The examinersf reports must be studied to discover
common mistake and to acquire guidelines to the answer.

Before the examination, you must prepare a working plan
which contains the revisions of all legal principles and cases as well
as past examination questions, You should try to get the “feel”
of the law paper so that you know and understand the nature and
structure of the examination. You should try to remember such
topics requiring memory — reference made in this book and the

" Studying for a First Stage Law Exermipation xi



past examiner’s reports may be useful.

On the day of the examination, you must: .

* make sure that you know when and where the examination is
taking place.

* check that you have the correct equipments — pens, pencils,
ruler, fluorescent marker pen, etc.

* arrive in good time.

The first minutes of the examination are crucial and if spent
constructively, will form the foundation of success. You should
spent the first 5-10 minutes in:

* assimilating the instructions

* analysing and selecting the questions
« allocating your time

* planning your answer

You should answer the compulsory question (if there is any)
first, because it is often the longest and most complex question and
it is psychologically beneficial to have this question “under your
belt” as soon as possible.

Next, you tackle the questions you know best.

In answering the question, you should try to cite cases and
statutes, wherever necessary. In a problem type question such as:
“Advise George his legal position”. You should write in a third
person form i.e. “George is advised to ... ” and not “I advise George
to..”

Finally, you should read what you have written, correct as
necessary and cut out anything which does not make sense. You
should try not to leave the examination early, and use all the time
allowed, for there are still crucial marks to be gained.

The last advice that the authors of this book wish to give you is:

“DON’T BE TOO NERVOUS”

Most examiners including us in marking the examination
scripts prefer to pass rather than to fail candidates.

xi  Studying for a First Stage Law Examination
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