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Collision and Integration—The Modern Diversion and
Value of Traditional Family Ethic of China

Abstract

The traditional Chinese society is a patriarchal
society linked by blood relationship. Its family ethic
that is the foundation and prototype of social ethic is
the key for people to understand the traditional ethical
culture in depth. The thesis displays the historical
background, process, contents. features and substance
from the developmental points of modern diversion of
the family ethic, revealing that the process of the
modern diversion of traditional family ethic is in fact
the process of reforming and inheriting the traditional
family ethic, namely, the process of establishing the
modern family ethic.

The thesis holds that the emergence of traditional
family ethic depends on its politics, economy and
culture, etc. The patriarchal system linked by blood
relationship, the social political structure blending a
family with the nation, the small ~ scale peasant
economy with self - sufficiency and the community —
centralized value — orientation are the soil for the



existence of traditional family ethic. This kind of
family ethic has its own characteristic, which is
embodied in the patriarchal ethic that was family
standard, with the ethical relations between father and
son being its major axis and the filial piety being its
core. 'This kind of instruction of the family ethic was a
useful means to keep Chinese society stable.

In 1840s, however. with the invasion of western
capitalism, the traditional dcveloping orbit of the
Chinese society was broken, and began to be drowned
into the tide of modern world’s development.
Therefore, our nation started to step on the arduous
road to modernization in order to boycott foreign
insult. to save the national criscs and to respond to the
challenge from the western industrial civilization. The
traditional family’s ethical culture was carried into the
tide of modernization, embarking on the modern
diversion of the traditional family ethic. The process of
diversion can roughly be divided into three major
stages: modern stage (the Opium War—the New
Culture Movement on May 4 ), the stage of New
Democratic Doctrine Revolution and Socialist System’s
construction and development (the founding of the
Communist Party of China--the end of the Great
Cultural Revolution ), the stage of contemporary
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reform and opening ¢ 1978 ) . The contents and
characteristics of the modern ethical diversion during
these three stages are totally grasped in this thesis.
What's more, the modern family ethical diversion is
spectfically analyzed from thrze aspects. The first one
1s the alteration of the tamilv ethical spirit, which is
changed from the familv standard to double value —
orientation of the individua: and the family. The
traditional family cthic emphasized family standard and
subordination of the individual interest to the family’s.
As a result 1t led to the individual’s dependence on the
family, the depression of one’s characteristic
development and the loss of individual’s independence.
The modern family ethic emphasizes the dual value —
orientation for both the individual and the family. In
other words, the family must respect every family
member’s will and interest, while the individual must
bear the responsibilitics and obligations for the family.
The second is the alteration of ethical rules between
husband and wife, which is changed from the authority
centered on the husband to the mutual equality and
harmony between males and females. Traditional
society is the one centering the authority on males and
husbands. while the females have lower status in society
and family. Being a wife, she is just a tool to bear sons
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and daughters and a tov for her husband to play with.
She is affiliated to her husband like¢ a servant with no
independence at all. In the opnion of modern family
ethic, both husband and wife are equal and independent
individuals only to be partners i their careers and lives.
In everyday life the couple should respect each other
and care for cach other. enjoying and sharing family’s
rights and duties all together. Only when the new sexual
ethical rules are cstablished will it be possible to
accomplish the harmonious development of the couple.
The third onc is the alteration of the ethical rules
between father and son. which is changed from one -
way filial piety to two - way affection. The filial piety
was unilaterally emphasized in the traditional family
ethic, pushing the unequal relationship between father
and son to the maximum shift from the filial piety to
the loyalty even to stupid ones at last. This caused
children’s characteristics of meekly submitting to
oppression. From the part of modern family ethic the
relationship between father and son should be so equal
that it should be based on mutual respect and
endurance. Only on this basis can we inherit and
promote the traditional filial picty, expanding it to the
feelings of respect and love for the old. In the family
the love between close relatives should be two — way
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feelings. That s to say, parents should devote
themselves to rearing their children, while children
should be responsible for providing for their parents
(physical and mental supporting inclusive). The family
ethic takes on a trend of frecdom, selt — reliance and
independence out of autocracv and dependence.

In the end the thesis points out the essence of the
diversion in the modern family ethic is to establish
modern family cthic which fits in with socialist
modernization.  This kind of family ethic is the
inheritance and development among the excellent
family ethic in the human’s history. It not only carries
on the common ethic at all times in traditional family
ethic, but also absorbs the quintessence of western
family ethic, so it must embody the times and the
nation characters. Therefore, it is indispensable to
object to two kinds of erroneous views. One is the
National Nihilism and *“Wholesale Westernization” .
The other is the traditional conservatism and the
doctrine of “back to the ancients”. The correct method
is to link up the cultures of Chinese and western family
ethic,and to connect the cultures of the traditional and
modern family ethic according to the practical need in
the course of socialist modernization construction.
Furthermore, the family ethic should be hence
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processed, reformed and integrated 1in order to make it
newly - built, to meet the demands of socialist
modernization. Apparently this kind of family ethic is
suitable for social ethic, which influences each other
and conditions each other with respective specialization
and independence. Modern social family ethic, which is
to surpass and sift the traditional family ethic, is
characteristic of openness, gencrality. public benefit
and rationality, etc. Modern family ethic needs re -
orientating, which not only inakes it suitable for
modern social ethic but also keeps its own
independence. Because family differs from society after
all and 1t still has its own unchangeable functions of
mutual  help, endurance, and psychological
sustentation. The characteristics of this kind of family
ethic lie in the respect for personality and individuality,
the emphasis on the bilaterality of rights and duties, the
attention to emotion and self — control and the tolerance
to a certain extent. It is the newly — built family ethic
based on the above knowledge that can really achieve
the modern diversion and modern value of the
traditional family ethic.

Key words: traditional family ethic; modern family ethic;

social ethic; modern diversion; modern value
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