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THE POPULATION

1. Prelistening Activities (RT8145))

A. Discussion (iit&%)

Discuss the following questions with your classmates:

O

O

O

o]

Does this picture match your idea of the make-up of the United States
population? g

1 |
How many different races or etfuzfc groups are shown in the picture?
Are there more old people or young people?

Is the average age of the population in your country higher or lower
than in the United States?

Why do you think so?

B. Vocabulary and Key Concepts (& igfit EW =)

1.

Read through the sentences, trying to imagine which words would fit in
the blanks. Then listen to a dictation of the full sentences, and write the
missing words in the blanks. ‘.., I d

Most countries take a every ten years or
so in order to count the people and to know where they are living.

. A country with a growing population is a country that is becoming

more

. A person’s is partly determined by skin

color and type of hair as well as other physical characteristics.

. The majority of the U.S. population is of European

. The of a

country’s population gives information about where the people are
living.

THE POPULATION 3




10.

11.

12,

The total population of the United States is

many different kinds of people.

In other words, the population people
of different races and ages.

The average age of the U.S. population, which is a

large one, has been getting higher recently.

areas are more

populated than rural areas. That is, they have more people per square
mile.

The use of antibiotics has greatly the

throughout much of the world.

A country whose

is higher than its death rate will have

an population.

On the average, women have a higher

than men do.

Follow-up: Check the spelling of the dictated words with your teacher.
Discuss the meanings of these words and any other unfamiliar words in
the sentences.

C. Predictions (P &HIT)

Using the photograph and the vocabulary exercise as a starting point,
write three questions that you think will be answered in the lecture.

4

CHAPTER ONE

Examples: O Is the number of minorities increasing or decreasing?

O Why is the average age of the U.S. population increasing?




Follow-up: After you have written your questions, share them with
your teacher and your classmates.

D. Notetaking Preparation (2R E&% )
1. Number Notation (iBR#F)

During today’s talk you will need to write down many numbers. Some of
these will be expressed as whole numbers, some as percentages, some as
fractions, and some as ratios. Let’s do a little practice before the lecture.
Here are some examples: If you hear “thirty-seven million,” you should
write this whole number as 37 mill. If you hear “three fourths,” you should
write this fraction as 3/4. If you hear “one out of six,” you should write
this ratio as 1:6. If you hear “thirteen point four percent,” you should
write this percentage as 13.4%. Let’s practice.

a. f.
b. 8
C h.
d. i.
e j

Follow-wp: Check your answers with your teacher by saying each one
as you write it on the board.

2. Rhetorical Cues (#5287 ;E)

Lecturers usually use rhetorical cues to help their listeners follow the lecture. A
thetorical cue is a word or even a sentence which lets us know that some
important information is coming or that a new subtopic or point is being
introduced. Look at these rhetorical cues, and decide in which order you will
probably hear them in today’s lecture. Order them from first (1) to fifth (5).

—— a. Another way of looking at the population . . .
—— b. Today we're going to talk about population . . .
— c. Firstof all, let’s take alook . ..

— d. Now, to finishup . ..

—— e, Before we finish today . . .

Follow-up: Discuss your answers as a class.
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2. Listening (NFEX)
A. First Listening (% —iE)

Listen for general ideas. After a brief introduction, the lecturer lists his
three subtopics. He then goes on to discuss each one individually. As you
listen, write down the three major subtopics in the spaces labeled ST1,
ST2, and ST3. Take down details you have time for, but make sure you
take down the subtopics.

introduction:

sT1

sT2

6  CHAPTER ONE



sT3

Follow-up: Now check your major subtopics with your teacher.

B. Further Listening (4% — &)

While listening again, write down necessary relevant details below the
main subtopic to which they belong. Remember to use proper number
notation to save time.

Follow-up: Check your notes. If you missed important information or
have doubts about your notes, 1) verify them by asking a classmate ques-
tions to fill the gaps in your notes or 2) listen to the lecture a third time.
When verifying your notes with a classmate, do not show each other your
notes; ask specific questions to get the information you need.

Examples: O In what regions do most people in the U.S. live?
O What percentage of the population is black?
O Did the lecturer say there were six million more women
than men in the U.S. population?

This is also a good time to check to see if the lecturer answered your
Predictions questions about the lecture.
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