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The Declaration of Independence
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The Declaration of Independence, document in American
history used by the 13 British North American colonies® to
proclaim their independence from Great Britain. The Declara-

tion of Independence was adopted in final form on July 4,

1776. It can be divided into three parts:

a statement of

principle concerning the rights of man and the legitimacy of

O EF: (FUSZHh. REEEMEREGELR), Feo-611

@ X 13 ™A R # & Delaware, Pennsylvania, New Jersey,

2000,

, LFORF R,

Georgia, Connecticut,

Massachusetts, Maryland, South Carolina, New Hampshire, Virginia, New York,

North Carclina, and Rhode Island, 2 R FrF el 1.
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revolution, a list of specific grievances against England’s King
George III, and a formal claim of independence. ¢

The document transformed the colonists’ struggle with
Great Britain from a defense of their rights as Englishmen to a
revolution aimed at overthrowing the existing form of govern-
ment.® It clid not establish a structure of government and
should not be confused with either the Articles of Confedera-
tion® or the Constitution of the United States® For the
American colonists, the declaration was an announcement to
the rest of the world that the colonies were independent from
Great Britain®; it also provided a rationale for this action. The
goal was to solidify internal support for their struggle and to

®

encourage external assistance from European powers™ such as

France.

1. British Colonial Control

A number of events led to the Declaration of Indepen-
dence. The British-American triumph in the French and Indian

@ ...astatement of principle . . . of independence. -+---- HHAX AP ERE S
HRR, R EEFR = FAAR, FEREAMY.

@ The document transformed . .. form of government. (V. E S ){E[Jt3 | H Bib A
R REA 5 A B ERFAIME I RE AN R T HMBFEBAN 5
.

@  the Articles of Confederation: (FPER%EB)) . HXE 13 MHERBEFMZEITIHR
EFHFL, 1781 F 3 AER. 1788 FWEEBIEFRA,

®  the Constitution of the United States: (F[H ). 1787 F 4 L EH BRILH =, 1788
FLHE MR £ .

®  that the colonies ... from Great Britain: 1% € i& M\ 5] # BT B & announcement.

European powers: XX 5%
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War (1754 - 1763)Q was particularly significant because it? not
only caused France to lose its North American empire, but also
led to @ changes in Britain’s relationship with its own colonies.

After the war, the British government decided to reorga-
nize its overscas empire. The country was heavily in debt®
because of war expenses; it needed money and felt that the
colonies should pay a share of the defense of the colonies. In
addition, the British found it® difficult to maintain control over
the American colonies without a more centralized administra-
tive system in North America. During the French and Indian
War, several colonies had refused to cooperate fully in the war
effort when their own borders were not immediately at risk®.
Smuggling was also so rampant that the American customs
service cost the British more money to run than it earned in
revenue.

The British government decided to maintain a 10,000-man
army to protect the colonies from Native Americans and from

any new French threat. The army could also help to maintain

® the French and Indian War (1754 - 1762 ) . 3cEHR B ARS, IREEHMEHE
EHARFHARHNAFFENN LELFH -, BEESHEZ SRR
el W, RPUBEHRBMEHR, REXST Bkt 2HARH,
it ERCACE R triumph,

led to: 3,

heavily in debt: Fi{R R

it WA EAPHFIAARE K IEE to maintain control over. . .,

were not immediately at risk; B3 immediately ZES MR N EH ",

Smuggling. . . in revenue. ERESWHIBK, UZETEEARELRARE AR X
EWFXES TEFEEFHRA. the American customs service T2 F L B R
MR SL A E L,
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British authority in the distant colonies. Parliament ordered the
customs office to collect the taxes levied on imports®, usually
called duties, more efficiently and passed the Sugar Act in 1764
and the Stamp Act in 17652 to raise revenue in the colonies to
pay for one-half of this army. The rest of the money was to
come from the British treasury. These laws made economic
sense to the British, ® who did not see them as direct threats to

American liberty.

2. Early Colonial Resistance

Colonia! Americans viewed the measures quite differently.
Some colonists objected to the unaccustomed British enforce-
ment of customs collections, and others spoke publicly against
the Sugar Act, even though this new measure actually lowered
the duty imposed by the Molasses Act. ®(Despite lowering the
duty, increased revenue was expected because collection would
be strictly enforced. ) But the Stamp Act led to the most serious
resistance. This law, passed by Parliament in 1765, required

the purchase of revenue stamps for legal documents and many

® levied on imports; X O P HAEBL, levied on imports ZE MRt 22 427 48 &, YE AT
M taxes WE%O

@ the Sugar Ac! in 1764 and the Stamp Act in 1765; 1764 5 (i) (A8 ) A
1765 (A BEL) (ERA A AL RIESFFE EREEER),

@ These laws made economic sense to the British: X 22 H AR, XWHRES T LR
HFHEK . rake sense to; HIHE

@ Some colonists. . . by the Molasses Act. S EH A RIELEEH X —IER IFHH
BHMES XM S, B— B AMAFART R (REE), REX —FHEERFR L
R T (M) Il EMBE ., the Molasses Act: (EHIL), EE IS 1733 il
By AL R g BB IEBE M BE M . unaccustomed: AT WA, RIMRAY
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