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A Before Reading

1 Please give some examples of fuels.

2 What do you know about oil and petrol?

My Notes:
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Fuel from the Land

Petrol is made from an oil that comes from deep down in the
earth. This oil is raw. It is called petroleum. Petroleum needs to
be changed into peéol that you can put in your car.

Petroleum was made when the earth was very young. Mil-
lions of years ago plants, animals and sea creatures died. They
fell to the earth or down to the sea floor. As time passed, sand,
earth and other garbage from nature covered them. Very slowly
they broke down and became part of the rock. They changed
into things we know today as coal, natural gas and oil. This ‘rock
oil’ is petroleum.

Petroleum is a member of the ‘fossil fuel’ family. All fossil
fuels have been made this way from very old plant and animal
parts. All fossil fuels burn well. We use them to make energy.
Energy puts power into the machines we use every day. Petrol is
used to give energy to cars.

The solid rock becomes a liquid oil as the weight of the earth
over it pushes down on it. As a liquid, it can move between the
different parts of rock. It moves into empty places between the
rocks and makes pockets of oil. These pockets of oil are called

: ‘oil fields” and can be very large. They can cover many kilometres.
The largest oil fields are called ‘giants’. The 300 largest oil fields
have three quarters of the world’s oil in them.

Petroleum can also be found under the sea. In 1959 big oil

fields were found under the North Sea. Now, one third of the
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world’s oil comes from under the ocean. These pockets of oil under
the sea bed are called ‘offshore’ fields. Most of the largest oil fields
can be found in the Arabian and African countries. There are
large oil fields in Mexico and South America as well. China is
the world’s fourth largest producer of oil. China has oil fields in
many places from Sichuan to Gansu and Xinjiang, and from the
Yellow Sea to the South China Sea.

Different layers of rock. In lower layers there
should be ‘pockets’ of oil.
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Sometimes as the oil moves between the rocks it will come
out of the earth. It will make small pools of oil on the land. This
oil is thick and heavy. People have always used these pools of oil
for different things. In the past they would use this thick oil to
cover the bottom of boats. This stopped water getting in. People
began to try different ways of using this thick oil. They wanted to
change it and make it thinner so that they could use it for other
things. At first, many parts of the petroleum were wasted. Today,
most parts of the petroleum are used. As well as the petrol in our
cars, petroleum is used to make medicines, food and clothes. As
many more cars are made, so more oil is needed to be tumed into
petrol. .

People have only been looking for oil underground for the
last 100 years. The first people who found oil became very rich.
They became the pioneers of the oil industry.




