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General Suryey.-

r km away from downtown Beijing, the
11_5 Summer Palace is located in the
northwestern suburb of Beijing City. The o-
riginal imperial garden and Xanadu of Qing
Dynasty is the best — preserved and largest
ancient imperial garden with the highest cul-
tural value in the world.

Composed by Wanshou Hill and Kunming
[Lake, the Summer Palace covers an area of
290 hectares or 2.9 million sq meters, four
times as large as the Forbidden City. Large
expanse of water occupying three — fourth
area, the grand palace is home to over 3, 000
ancient architectures of different styles, in-
cluding towers, pavilions, corridors and ve-
randas. The Chinese architectural styles find
their finest expression in the Summer Palace.

Hence it has long been regarded a virtual mu-
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seum of traditional Chinese gardening.

When did the construction of this palace
with enchanting scenery and splendid archi-
tectures commence? And whose temporary
dwelling place was it? Prior to the sightsee-
ing, let us have a glimpse of its hundreds of

years of vicissitudes.

The landscape of Liao, Jin and Yuan Dynas-
ties iZ. % . JUATHARYLL 7K

Early in the Liao and Jin Dynasties over
800 years ago, the present Summer Palace was
a picturesque place of interest with waters and
hills. The emperor of the Jin Dynasty took a
fancy at this place and had a xanadu built
here. Then named Jinshan Hill, the Wanshou
Hill was a branch of the Xishan Hill in Bei-
jing, many streams running from which con-
verged into a vast expanse of water, Jin Sea.
Though the Jinshan Hill was renamed Weng-
shan Hill and the Jin Sea was renamed Weng-
shan water, they were still the summer resort

for the royal family in Yuan Dynasty.

Garden of the Ming Dynasty BB HIE #

Due to its location in western Beijing, the

palace was called West Lake. The early 16th



General Survey #X-

century saw Zhu Houzhao, the 11th emperor
of the Ming Dynasty, had a fishing terrace
built here and named the palace Haoshan Gar-
den. And the 14th emperor of the Ming Dy-
nasty, Zhu Yijun held large — scale fishing ac-
tivities here in 1588. Subsequently, nobles and
royal members built architectures here one at-
ter another, resulting in the spectacular 10
scenes of West Lake. Many renowned talents
thronged here, such as Wen Zhengming in the
south of the lower reaches of Yangtze River.
He once wrote poem praising highly the
scenery: the ten — mile — long green hills
stretch and white birds soar in the sky, like
the picturesque scenery in the southern reaches
of the Yangtze River. And it was in the Qing
Dynasty, the last feudal dynasty that it was
developed on a vast scale for the exclusive use

of the emperor.

History of Qingyi Garden BHERIHR
Accustomed to the Manchu army life, the
Qing rulers still favored garden with natural
beauty while living in the majestic Forbidden
City. Hence the large — scale construction of
gardens in western Beijing began, and devel-

oped to the climax at the reign of Emperor
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Qianlong, at whose command the famous Five
Gardens on Three Hills were constructed, 1i.e.
the Jingming Garden on Yuquan Hill, the
Jingyi Garden on the Fragrant Hill, the
Qingyi Garden on the Wanshou Hill, the
Changchun garden and the Yuanming Park.
And the Qingyi Garden was the very prede-
cessor of the Summer Palace.

For the celebration of the 60th birthday of
his mother, the Emperor Qianlong intended to
make use of the space among the Jingming
Garden, the Jingyi Garden, the Chagnchun
Garden and the Yuanming Park. He then had
the large royal garden built on the Wengshan
Hill in 1750. On .the basis of the original
Yuanjing Temple, the Da Bao’ en Yanshou
Temple (repaying the kindliness and prolong-
ing life) was completed the next year. And
the Wengshan Hill was renamed Wanshou Hill
and the West Lake the Kunming Lake by the
emperor. The newly — built garden was con-
ferred the name Qingyi Garden, whose con-
struction lasted till 1764, the 29th year of the
Emperor Qianlong’ s reign. Finally, the 15—
year project cost a total of 4.8 million liang of
silver.

The Qingyi Garden integrated both the



