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Understanding of SPS Agreement

Chapter I Introduction

1. SPS Agreement and Agreement on
Agriculture

During the Uruguay Round, agricultural negotiations strove to
lower barriers that countries used to protect their domestic markets.
Some countries feared, however, that the elimination of agriculture-
specific non-tariff measures and the tariff reductions would be cir-
cumvented by disguised protectionist measures in the form of sani-
tary or phytosanitary regulations. This concern provided a major
driving force which led negotiators to create a separate Agreement on the
Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (the “SPS Agree-
ment”), in parallel with the major agricultural trade negotiations.

The SPS and Agriculture Agreements are complementary. Both
are in fact serviced by the same Division within the WTO Secretari-
at, i.e. the Agriculture and Commodities Division.

Although the two Agreements are complementary, they differ
in their design. The Agreement on Agriculture contains not only
rule-based commitments, but also detailed, specific quantitative
commitments to reduce protection and support over a well-defined
implementation period. The SPS Agreement does not impose any
quantitative and legally-binding schedules of concessions. It is a set
of rules, principles and benchmarks for WTO Members to ensure,
among other things, that sanitary and phytosanitary trade measures are
justified and do not constitute disguised restrictions on international trade.
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