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PREFACE

K wosiivated o the Povawe of Kvanga oo
Ehune and = an ofd oty with over 2 800 vears of colture
histeny. 8508 met oaby a ly oa the mountams but g oy
surssundad by monstans, Likang Biver runs thrpugh tie
oity towards the soucth and it 1s 6n this 2ig-zag rives of aboumt
38 mues long that the beautiful scenary of nature s un-
flded.

Yangshua is anether district across the Likiang River,
abuut B8 Kilo-metsrs away from Kweilin,  The Majestic
mauntains and the ssrene water all along the Likeang River
seuth of Kweilin compase the heautiful scenery from
Kweilin to Yaogshuo, There is an old saying “Kweihin has
the most beavtiful seenery in the world and Yangshuo tops
them all at Kweilin™.

For a teag time, | longed to have the eppartunity ta
visit thesa sputs and to take some photographs. In the
Autamn of 1973, my dream came true. With some of my
fellow photographers, |} went to stay in Kwailin and
Yangshue for 11 days, | revisited the places in the Spriag
this year and the photographic tour on these two accasions
had enabled me to admire the natural beauty of scenery
there ang 1o widen the scope of my vision.

The scemc beauty of Kweilin is goite different fram
thase of other places as it is typical of the KARST type.
Geulagically, the area of Kweifin was formed hy many
mountains and caves which, a leng long time ago, ware
formed at sea-boftow by lavers of embeded lime-rocks, and
through constant changes in the earth crust, the sea water
subsided zod tand emerged; and again through ages of ero
s by seowates, Keadin hias become what it is today. Nao
wonder {ourists are flabbergasted at the natural beauty of
Fwalin snt Yangshise and descrihe them as “Crystal water,
beaut:ful mountgins, peculiar caves and shapely roeks”.

OF aii the vvers in Kweilin, Likiang River » famaus
tor #'s clear water; naxt cosies the Peach Blossom Siver, the
Hsignpgsze River and the Hsingping Fwer, etc. There are
mauntains of peculiar shapes and crystal elear water every
witese betweant Kweilin and Yangshbuo. Likeang River flows
W1 A Fig-zag way ameng the mauntam ranges, at tmes in
rapid current with thunderous sound and at times o
serenity with crystal clear water that the river hed s visible,




We travelled along this ares i 3 tug hest, stasting from
Kweilin in early mormng and aniving at Yangshuo befors
dusk. We took many phetographs on board the tug boat
and if sunfight was geod coupled with the result would
have heen much hecter if we had more sunlight.

The most admirable feature of Kwsitin is thet it is
surrounded By mountains of differant helyhis and shapes,
There are many taves of stalagtite snd stalegmite whizh are
also sights of wondar,

0f alf the mountains v Kweilin, Tushin Pealt {The
Beauty tn Solitude}, which 15 a1 the centee of the pity, » the
most famous, § rises fram the ground and high up nta e
cloud in the sky. At sunset, it appears to he chd 1 goid-
purple belt and hence, its ancther name is calted “Purpls
Gold Mountain™. Thera is # path spirating up 1o the peak
which is the hest spot 1o visw the whede city of Kwailin,

Techai Hill {The Folded Colourful Satin} which com-
prises of three hilis is North of Tushiu Peak, lts shape
appears like many coloured stones piled up hy manual
labour; hence it got its name “Techai Hilk {The Faolded
Colourful Satin}”. A tunnel run through from seuth to
north inside this mountain and hecause of good ventifation
and eool breezs, it is alse known & ““The Wind Cave™.
There are huddhist stetues carved oa the walls of the caves
with inscriptions representing precicus relics of histeric
cuiture.

“Fy PoShan" is another mountain in commemeration
of a General by the name of Fu Po in Han dyaasty, The
Recovered Peard Cave is located at the foot of Fu Po Shan
and teads to the hank of the Likiang River. This is the cave
of wonderful sight of stalactite and stalagmite. in this cave,
there are the famous “sword testing stone of the General”.
and about 300 buddhist statues, among which stands the
statue of the great atist Wi Fer of the Susg dynasty

On the west of Likiang River hy the "Fine Lake™ i
the “Elephant Trunk Hill, which {eoks like a big elephant.
On the back of the giephant, there is a stone pagoda shaped
like a sword from where one can get the bird’s eye view of
the beauty of Likiang River and residential houses m the

H

{ither tourists attsactions are “The Crescent Moon
Hilt"", “Hodad KW', “Fighting Cockerel Hills”, "“0Id Man
_Hiit”l “The Camel Hill" and the “Jade Lotus Peaks”,
“Pegasus i, “The West Bandy Hill”, “The East Bandy
Hitl”, “The Schaiar's Page Boy Hill”, “The Maiden Hill”
in Yaoyshuo District.

fn the area of Kweilin, it is strange that there are
fimerock caves 1 each and every mountain and there are
stalactite and statagmite of different sizes and shapes in the
gaves, vaused by ages of erosion by water, {llumination
saside the eaves is made hy means of coloured lighting that
makes the caves all the more beautiful as if they are the
Fairy Land. The fameus caves include Luti Cavern, at the
bank i the Peach Blossom River, Chihsing Cavern in
Chihsing Hill and Lotus Cavern in Hsingping etc. Good
colour phaolographs can he obtained by employing long
exposure under available illumination, supplemented by
tlash lights,

The peculiarity and beanty of Kweilin and Yangshuo
is beyand words to deseribe fully and adequately and appre-
siation of it can onby be had by personal visit to these spots.
During my brief visits on these twa occasions, the sunlight
and the atwospheric tonditions were rather unfavourable
for photography. It is regretted that the photegraphs as
printed i this booklet canaot fully convey the natural
heauty of Kweitin and Yangshuo in their complete form,

it is my greatest pleasure to have this opportunity
to compile this book of photography which forms my
impressions ef this land of beauty. The photographs
pubiished are only some of the many beautiful sceneries
and are meant to he a guide to the other photographers
who would like to visit this scenic paradise.

I would tike also to take this opportunity to thank
the parties responsible for conducting our tour there and
for the reception and assistance afforded us during aur
VisHS.

K. C. Chew
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