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PREFACE

Grammar being a generalization of usage, a
grammar book introducing both grammar and us-
age will especially be useful to students of English
who desire improvement in their studies. The verb
is the most important part of,and hence the key
tosEnglish grammar.because it gives shape to the
sentence and yet its grammar and usage is compar-
atively complicated. It should therefore be mas-
tered before everything else in grammar. This
book is designed to provide information in this re-
spect as a book of study for undergraduates and
postgraduates and one of reference for junior
teachers., The information supplied may still be
fundamental, but the book does impart some basic
knowledge of materials which are generally use-
ful,and which may help to understand passages to
be found in original works of grammar hy Western

authors when reference to these is required.

Huang Ziwen
Shanghai Institute of
Maritime Transport

November 1979



Preface to the Second Impression

The original printing mistakes, together with
other errors detected,have been corrected. In con-
formity with changes in current usagce,a number
of alterations have been made in the last chapter in
connection with prepositional collocations, Thus,
some illustrative examples are deleted: others are
transformed and shifted from the category where
they are outmoded to the one where they properly
belong now. Besides, a few examples are added

where proper.

Huang Ziwen
Shanghai,October 2001



CONTENTS

(Headings in parentheses do not appear in
the text; they serve only to indicate the con-

tents concerned. )
Preface «etestescercoracteonmmmmncuiiomerasneenennnes xiii
TNtrodUucCtiOn sevsesccrsserancaecrecsscaccensansonnsencesoes 1

Chapter I Five Types of the English
Verb teeeeraceattmaiiiiiiinin e 7
I. The In’t»mnsitive Type wooveeeecciecneeee. 8
. The Linking Verb Type
(Various Predicatives) s-seceeveecicnnes g
. The Mono-transitive
13
17

Type (Various Objects)

IV. The Di-transitive Type
(a) Convertible into Mono-transitive
With “£0” sreeerececreriraiineieiinee. 18
(b) Convertible into Mono-transitive
With “fOor” ceceesrareeiiaininenneenes 19
(c) Not very well Convertible into
Mono-transitive  sesssessesesecacaenes 19

V. The Complex Transitive Type «+--- veee 20



(a) With a Noun or Noun-equivalent
Complement erermerrernnsmiaeeennnns
(b) With an Adjective or Adjective-
equivalent Complement ee-cseeemese
(1) to show result seeeecenreneeennes
(2) to ShOW State  seeeseseesesosenes
(3) a past participle to show pas-
SIVE meaning s=«-e--sececeeeceaces
(¢) With a Verbal Complement to
Indicate AcCtion s-+eeseessrsessoasasnone

(1) the infinitive with “to” ss=seeeee

o

(2) the infinitive without “to” ---

(3) the present participle ---+e----

(4> either the present participle
or bare infinitive without
appreciable d;ﬁhrence of
MEANINgG ++rrescnsses®oncnsenenennns

(5) either the present participle
or infinitive with clear distinc-
tion of meaning =+ -s++sesreeseee

(6) the infinitive “to be” «+eteveaeeee

‘o

(7) the preparatory “it” and com-

plement “rsrercccecrteccectnnnnnoee

Chapter H Tense ceecrererecaatesecacssencanseasacnas

(The Sixteen Tense Forms)
(Dynamic Verbs and State Verbs)
I. Basic Use or Meaning of Each of the

21

22

22

23

24

24

24

25
26

27

28

29

31

33



Extended Use or Uses of the More

37

Common Tense FOrms -escecceesesseecse 45
A. The Simple Present Tense +++eseeee 45
B. The Present Progressive Tense
- 51

C. The Present Perfect Tense =-eeees 52
D. The Present Perfect Progressive

Tense - 54
E. The Past Tense Forms - 55
F. The Simple Future Tense -+s-ee--- 57
G. The Future Progressive Tense
H. The Future Perfect Tense <ec+ce--- 58
I. The Past Simple Future Tense

with “Would” sseeerereecnncerieiecnanass 58
J. The Past Future Perfect Tense

. Time and Tense =«-+ereeesnevacseescacanass &

A. Denotation of Present Time ++eee-

B. Denotation of Habitual, Permanent

or Repeated Action «sreeececsecnenens
C. Denotation of Past Time  «+eeesees
D. Denotation of Future Time ------
E. Denotation of Duration of an Ac-

tion or of Absence of an Action

Beginning in the Past and Con-

tinuing to the Present (Possibly

i



Chapter

to the Future) essscrecesccceccccnncens

IV. Comparison Between Some of the

Common Tenses

Il Special or Anomalous Verbs

I. What Special Verbs Are

A.

B.

Ability to Form the Tag Ques-

tion teviesresrannse vttt tatasssec s nan s

Ability to Form Short Answers

Ability to Form Elliptical
Sentences

Ability to Form an Emphatic

ASfIrmative ceceseereoesneeasecenaneenn

A Mid-position Adverb to Follow
Rather than Precede the Special

With Most Specials, No Inflexion
for the Third Person Singular of

the Present Tense

II. Special or Non-special?

oo W

E.
. Mood, Emotion and Attitude

A. Requests,Commands, Prohibitions,

B N S L
“DAre”  ceccretereeetintientetaseenaenann
“Used to” AR R ELELERE RN F T XY IR APy
“Have” and “have to” s+ ecseeareees

- 84

“ Do”

64

- 65

68

+ 68

71

72

- 75

76

76

- 77
- 78

78
79
80
81



Invitations and,Suggestions =-=-=- 85
B. Promises. Threats and Refusals
C. Wishes and Preferences -r-:-+<-:-+ 87
D. Plans and Arrangements or

DeciSions  ecescesserserssiesensessiaces 88
E. Obligation and Necessity — ssereseee 89
F. Permission  ce-escesceessesssaneenseens 89
(. Probability and lLikelihood ««-+-«--- 90
H. Possibility creerreessiaseuiecnicnas 92
I. Ability and Achievement ++++s++----- 95
J. Determination and Resolve;

Willingness  cestessesssessasscinncnnse 97
K. CONCESSION  +essrsessresenssesescenses 99
L. SUrIprise ce+sesereocercacseearenaaaces 100
M. Characteristic Behaviour «e-cc:--. 100

IV. Semi-modal Verbs +sssseeecenacnancneas 101

Chapter IV Voice  wreessrremrresmnrsmsnrssnnnnnans 104
A. Examples Showing Transitive or Pre-
positional Verbs Which as a Rule Do
not Occur in the Passive seceseceseecess 118
B. Examples Showing the Inconvertibili-
ty of an Idiom an Active Transitive
Verb Has Entered into =s+sseesereneneces 118
C. Examples Showing Those Transitive
Verbs Which Are Mostly,or Can Of-
ten Be,Used in the Passive +---:sscos0 120
\



D. Verbs,Active in Form but Passive in
Meaning sreseessesesremsseeserssionnieenes 123
(A) Intransitive and Linking Verbs

123
(B) Transitive Verbs  erreeerececeacens 124
(a) Finite Verbs ceceercencerccanecnes 124
(b) Non-finite Verbs «srcsreeereeess 125
(1> A Transitive Gerund
ceerneeseeees 125
(2) A Transitive or Preposi-

tional-Verb Infinitive

sesereasenene 125

Chapter V. Mood  +-+r=resresnrertiseecinnienienes 127
I . The Imperative Mood -+++s-seesreeeeees 128
M. The Subjunctive Mood «eter-rseeccees 130

A. General ceresreseereriireriruiiaes 130
B. The Subjunctive Present Tense
134
C. Meaning of Subjunctive Mood
(A) The Pure Subjunctive ------ 138
(B> The Half Subjunctive «----+ 141
(C)> The Old-styled Subjunctive
Present Tense  cereeccecencens 144
(D> The False Subjunctive ++--=« 145
D. Subjunctive or Indicative?  -+---- 147
E. Conditions Expressed by Inver-

vi



sion erierenesennes 153

F. Conclusion seceseresccscercncsacacness 154

Chapter VI The Non-finites «:ececeseserecsenees 155

1.

The Finite Verb versus the Non-finite
155
Agent of the Non-finite «-c:cssenereeee 159
Contrasts Between the Non-finites
163
A. As Subject seseseosecccaiiiicaniiaies 163
B. As Predicative  ceeeeeceiiiianiaaicis 164
C. As Object  rerereecrrceecanaeaiiianes 168
(A) of a Transitive Verb -e+eeeeee 168
(B) of a Preposition csseseeseecaeas 170
D. As Attributive esererersiiciiieens 170
(A) Transitive Present Participle
versus Transitive Past Par-
ticiple =s+eettmssrratreirnnennns 170
(B) Intransitive Present Partici-
ple versus Intransitive Past
Participle as Premodifier
(C) Present Participle versus
Gerund as Premodifier +-- 173
(D) Present Participle versus
Infinitive -+cessvresreenciernnnes 175
(E) Infinitive versus Gerund or
Preposition plus Gerund --- 178
vii



vili

E. As Adverbial setecertecesseesiiienses 179
(A)> The Participle and the
Infinitive -eveeeerensncransoassess 179
(B) *Go” plus Infinitive versus
- 183
F. Non-finites as Object Complements
- 185
G. Non-finites as Independent Ele-
ments (Disjuncts) sesesecccceccecnes 187
IV. Voice of the Non-finites «cccesveeeeaaee 189

V. The Tense Forms of the Non-finites

191
A. of the Predicative Infinitive «+---- 192
B. of the Complement Infinitive «----- 192
C. of the Adverbial Participle  ++---- 193

VI. The Adverbial Non-finite and the
Adverbial Clause  sesesrereieceeas 195
VI. The Non-finite Postmodifier and the
Relative Clause -------eceseeeneeias 201
A. The Present Participial
Phrase «tceeteescosrmnrnerecnnees 201
B. The Past Participial Phrase
- 202
C. The Infinitive Phrase --------- 204
V. The Split Infinitive «scrs-eeareareceenees 205
IX. The Bare Infinitive «tcteteemececanaaaess 207
A. As Complement to the following
Verbs se-stseecrestaneonniiiiaiiiennses 207



B. As Predicative s+erecresssercccaceneess 209
C. After Modal Verbs ssereerereeecieees 210
D. After Certain Prepositions «++*<+-+ 210

X. The

Elliptical Infinitive ecceseeeeecees 211

XI. The Half Gerund sessessesresssesinennnes 212

Xf. Verbal Construction after *Rather

than” and “As well as” «crrseeecceeees 216

Chapter V[ Verbs and Their Prepositions

- 219

A. Intransitive Verbs Followed by Pre-

POSItIONS  sereserenssenciossarscmnateacsees 223

(A) Omission of Preposition from

(B

4®))

(D)

(E)

Prepositional Verb Governing
“that” Clause etesessecereseenseses 2923
Cases Where Omission of Prepo-
sition Produces No Difference

in Meaning +=«ss+sreeestoerrnsarcanes 225
Cases Where Omission of Prepo-
sition Will Produce a Difference

in Meaning  st-sersmesscerenciinnss 226
Cases Where a Different Prepo-
sition Gives a Different Meaning

to Verb sereereeiciiiiiiiieiiiiinn. 232
Cases Where a Different Prepo-
sition Gives No Appreciable
Differenceof Meaning to Verb



B.

(F) Intransitive Verbs with Double
Prepositional Phrases csceeoeecceecns
Transitive Verbs Followed by Prepo-
SITIOTIS *oveeeeseneraosnasoresesnesanennssnsossnns
(A) Mono-transitive Preposition
Combinations Which Admit of
Object Shuffling  «ereeseseersserenanns
(B) Mono-transitive Preposition
Combinations Which Are Liable
to Abuses of Object Shuffling
(C) Cases Where a Different Preposi-
tion Gives a Different Meaning to
the SItUAtion «---ceeeesmtanresrenrnnans
(a) With Verbs in the Active
VOICE  reeenerenersosnnnencnsaponnnns
(b) With Verbs in the Passive
VOICE  +ovvtereroeerettncensnannnons
(D) A Few Cases Where Mono-tran-
sitive Preposition Combinations
May Become Other Mono-transi-
tive or Di-transitive Construc-
tions by Dropping the Preposi-
TIOM teevrevsenntsas et otennannnonsacesosans
(E) Great Majority of Mono-transi-
tive Preposition Constructions
Are Fixed and Invariable «+ereeeete-

(F) A Few Reflexive Mono-transitive

238

240

240

242

243

243

244

247

248



Preposition Constructions, Which
Are Fixed and Invariable <--see--e 249
C. The Verb “to be” Followed by Prep-
OSITIONS  +reererrernresarerirernensirsaasss 240
(A) “TO BE AT” with Phrases =++-+- 250
(B) “TO BE IN” with Phrases - 251
(C) “TO BE ON” with Phrases ++«-:« 252
(D) “TO BE OUT OF” with
Phrases recceecrecercicrcrerecincaecas 253
(E)> Miscellaneous “TO BE plus
Preposition” Phrases  -+-eseseneee 253
D. ConcluSiOn ++srecseesevseesescansscansencan 256

Xi



INTRODUCTION

I.anguage is a process of usage, which is
changing forever. It is the work of usage. Gram-
mar generalizes usage by deducing some rules,
which are meant not to prescribe, but to guide.
Where usage predominates, grammar complies.
When usage changes. grammar is revised to ac-
count for the new usage. Grammar is thus not a
set of dead rules, but merely some temporary
guiding principles, which are to be valid for the
time being. In the short run. therefore, grammar
does serve to teach one how to write and speak
conformably to usage. The compiler is ever of
opinion that grammar should be taught with espe-
cial reference to usage.

It is the verb that forms the frame of an Eng-
lish sentence. The verb is the most important part
of English grammar. And existing books on gram-
mar do devote a considerable portion of space to
its treatment. The grammar about the English
verb usually covers such topics as kinds of verbs,
tense.mood, voice and the non-finites. Of course,

there is nothing wrong with the inclusion, but the

1



