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Preface

A Series of Shurt Chinese Readings is designed for
students of Chinese as a second language who already
have a knowledge of elementary Chinese. Furnished
with the English translation of the texts, it can serve
as a textbook for extensive reading class or as supple-
mentary materials for intensive reading. It can also
be used as a teach-yourself book.

The series is divided into four volumes, each
with 20 lessons. There are four paris to a lesson. the
text, new words, hotes on word usage, and exercis-
€8,

The texts have been selected from newspapers
and books published in recent years. They cover a
wide varjety of topics, ranging from histoty and cul-
ture, politics and economics, to geography, scenic
spots, and science and technology.l Modified to some
extent from the original, they have been arranged in
order of the level of difficutty. The series is practical
as well as enjoyable, providing readers with vocabu-
lary much used in daily life.

There are about 2,290 new words in the whole



series, which arc iimited to under 30 in each lesson
for volumes I and 11, and under 40 in each lesson for
volumes II1 and 1V, The most frequently used {,200
words are not included in the vocabulary. Care has
been taken that these everyday expressions selected .
are repeated later in the series,

The notes on word usage emphasize the function
words. Expianations are easy to understand and ex-
amples have been mostly chosen from the texts to aid
the study and comprehension of the texts. Some
grammar is introduced here as well.

The exercises are designed to help students deep-
en their understanding of the new words and text,
and increase their reading ability.

In short, through this reading course, students
can enlarge their vocabulary, study the meanings and
usage of commonly used words, become more famil-
iar with basic Chinese grammar, and increase their
reading speed and proficiency. At the same time,
they can learn more about the cultural background
which is closely related to the Chinese language.

As we are inexperienced in compiling a reading
textbook . we hope that, after the publication of A Se-

ries of Short Chinese Readings, the readers will send in



their comments and sugpgestions to help us improve
our work as best we can.
The Compilers
October 1992
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A Mother's Wish

Old Madame Xu was once again reading her
son's letter from Tokyo. ”When you artive in Tokyo,
I will surely have a week's time to take you touring
around Japan. Mother, for a long time this has been
the wish of your child. * -

Yes! It was a full forty years ago when the
mother and child separated. The naughty boy the
mother remembers has now become a full professor at
Chicago's Northwestern University in the U. S. A. ,
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and meanwhile he holds a concurrent post as the pre-
sident of the American Pulley Association. 1f he had
not travelled so much around the world, almost year-
ly invited to give lectures in various countries, then
mother would have long before been able to visit the
United States. This time, the son had been invited to
lecture in Tokyo for about half a year, it was a really
geod opportunity for the reunion of the mother and
SOn.

Finally, the mother arrived in Tokyo. The son,
the daughter-in-law and the grandson happily took
her to their dwelling place. 1t was a modern first-
class residence. When they had settled in, the son, in
high spirits, told his mother about their week's tour-
ing schedule. However, the mother replied.” You
have been lecturing in so many countries. Coming to
Japan is almost like coming to your own front door.
You should lecture in China too!” #But I haven't the
time to plan for that. We can wait until next
year..."

”No, your younger sister has already made con-
tact with Jiaotong University, T have brought the let-
ter of invitation with me. As far as the time is con-
cerned, if you take the week that you've planned to
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go travelling with me and save it for next year, and
add a few more days from vour lecture time at Tokyo
University, then you'll have enough time. ”

"Mother, our travel arrangemenis, this is a son
expressing his filial piety. It has been buried in my
mind for so many years. " The over 5(0-year old unij-
versity professor choked with emotion before his
mother. The mother, however, iaughed heartily and
said; “"Isn't my wish also yours? Look, I am stiil
going strong . Next vear, you can take me to the
United States, where a week for travelling won't be
enough !

So this is how the professor came to give his first
lectures in his homeland. He also accepted an invita-
tion to return again the next vear. Above all else., he
finally came to an understanding of the meaning of a

mother's wish.
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(PR (%) xnyuan cherished desire, wish
2. (&) bian a measure word for ac-
tions

3. & (B) zhau week



1, & {Z)  péi accompany

5. % (B> fan a measue word for one
time

6. W {4 dangnian in those years, then

7. i & (%) wanibng naughty child

8 —% (B> viji the first class

9. £ {Zh) jianrén hold a  concurrent
{post)

10. &4 (%) huizhdng  the president of an asso-
ciation

1. Fik (zh)  bénbd rush about

12. #iF (31 yaoging  invite

13. it<¢ (h) jidngxue give lectures

14. B % (£) tuanjn reunion

15. ##13 (&) xifa daughter-in-law

16, #hT (%) sunzi grandson

17. (¥ 5F {#) zhusuod dwelling place

18. B {4k (%) xiandaihua modernization

19. ¥ (%) zhizhai residence

20. & {Z) andin settle down

21. #iiT (&)  yuding book in advance

22. YLE N xingzhi full of zest, in high

bobd spirits
23, HE (&) anpai arrange
24. BH4E (%) mingnidn  next year

25. Wbk (#2Y méimei younger sister
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Zhijiage xibéi Daxueé

Meigud Hualin

xuéhui
Jidotong

Dongjing

Daxue

Daxue

contact

invitation letter

filial piety

over [ifty (years old)

choke (with emotion )
physique

hale and hearty. going
sirong

expert

at sb's invitation

Oid Madame Xu

Japan

Tokyo

the United States of
America

Chicago  Notrth-West-
ern University
American Pulley Asso-
ciation

Fiaotong University

Tokvo University
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