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Summary of Reading, Vocabulary, and Test-Taking Skills

Chapter Reading Skills Vocabulary Skills Focus on Testing
one « reading without understanding guessing word meaning + doing a close reading of a
every word from context text
+ analyzing topic sentences « using an English dictionary
« reading for a specific purpose e choosing correct definitions
« finding main ideas/topic
sentences
two « selecting the main idea » recognizing slang and « taking objective exams
« describing an author by inference informal style
« using techniques for faster « scanning for words from clues
reading » guessing word meaning from
 guessing meaning from context context
« scanning for specific information
three « reading a statistical chart « understanding jargon « choosing the correct
« scanning for facts « learning Latin roots option in multiple choice
» identifying general and specific + guessing word meaning from
statements context
« selecting the main idea « finding synonyms
» identifying sentence fragments
four » using headings as guides « guessing word meaning « analyzing compound
« stating key ideas from context words
» paraphrasing » paraphrasing specialized
+ skimming for ideas vocabulary
+ answering specific points of ¢ paraphrasing idioms
argument + applying definitions of med-
+ identifying support for ideas ical terms
» separating fact from opinion » adding suffixes to form adjec-
tives
five + skimming for the whole context < defining new words from « identifying restatements
« scanning for details context of ideas
» making inferences + coping with technical terms
» identifying organizational clues « scanning for abbreviations
« using key words to make a « guessing word meaning from
summary context
« inferring the author’s purpose
six + anticipating the contents « scanning for word families « reading between the lines
« reading for speed + using the context to explain
 examining point of view business terms
« predicting the action + recalling idioms and expres-

sions

Summary of Reading, Vocabulary, and Test-Taking Skills



Chapter Reading Skills

Vocabulary Skills

Focus on Testing

seven -+ skimming to identify “voices” ¢ guessing the meaning of * previewing the questions
« analyzing anecdotal evidence expressions
« analyzing the evidence in graphs ¢ scanning for words from clues
« inferring point of view + guessing the meaning of slang
« paraphrasing the main idea from context
¢ reading for speed « identifying onomatopoeia
« making comparisons + building a word description
eight « reading for who, what, why + inventing definitions for ~» thinking twice about tricky
¢ summarizing technical terms questions
+ making inferences and drawing ¢ learning about word origins
conclusions » checking knowledge of shapes
» inferring the intended image of  and forms
an interview » scanning for words from clues
« paraphrasing main ideas + finding synonyms
nine + scanning for key definitions » scanning for words from » finding statements and
» making inferences clues implied ideas
+ finding support for main ideas ¢ guessing word meaning
» making inferences about char- from context
acter + paraphrasing figurative
+ expressing the theme language
« hearing rthyme and rhythm
in poetry
ten » skimming for organization in * guessing word meaning + judging between true and
biography from context false
« finding support for character + scanning for compound :
inference synonyms
* surveying extended readings ¢ classifying words as good
+ understanding humor or bad
« finding the basis for inference  « scanning for words from clues
+ finding the point in long sentences
+ analyzing argument
+ drawing conclusions from a graph
eleven -+ separating fact from opinion + learning about word origins  * doing the easy ones first
» comprehending complex « understanding acronyms
sentences « defining words from context
« outlining as you read
 comparing outlines
» reading for speed
twelve - openreading: application of all « open reading: application of

skills

all skills

Summary of Reading, Vocabulary, and Test-Taking Skills
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New Challenges
Yk %

It is difficult to define a “true” American 2
or a “true” Canadian because both Canada ’0
and the United States are very large. Both
have many different regions and citizens who
come from varied backgrounds, as can be
seen by looking at the names in any telephone
directory. Here we discuss some common
American customs and attitudes, examine one
Canadian’s view of the differences between
the people of his country and their American
neighbors tp the south, and look at one view
of New York City.
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Customs Vary with Culture

Before You Read

Reading Without Understanding the
Meaning of Every Word

exercise W_ The following article will probably contain a number of words you do not know.
This is not surprising. Linguists tell us that, for various historical reasons, English
has a larger vocabulary than any other known language. Later in this book you will
learn more vocabulary and, more importantly, skills for guessing the meaning of
new words from their context or form. Right now, practice the important skill of
reading without knowing the meaning of every word by following these three steps:

1. Look over the entire article quickly, paying attention to the headings of the
different sections and trying to get a general idea of the contents of each one.

2. Read the article for the main ideas. Skip over words and phrases you do
not understand. Do nor slow yourself down by looking words up in a
dictionary. Keep going.

3. Do the postreading exercise called Recalling Information. If you have
trouble with it, read the article (or parts of it) again. You will probably
understand it better this time. Two or three quick readings are much better
for understanding than one slow one. Once you have worked the exercise,
you have read well enough for your present purpose.

The following selection is a chapter taken from a book called Living in the U.S.A. by
Alison Raymond Lanier, author and lecturer on social change and behavior. What
purpose do you think the author had for writing this book? Are you surprised by some
American customs? Perhaps you will find an explanation for them in this selection.

Customs Vary with Culture

Many American customs will surprise you; the same thing happens to
us when we visit another country. People living in varied cultures handle
many small daily things differently. What a dull world it would be if this
were not true!
5 Some differences are minor, and one soon becomes accustomed to'
them. At first, for example, some foreign women may be startled by hav-
ing their hair cut and styled by men. Visitors may be amazed to see men
wearing wigs or short shorts'on women in downtown streets.
The constant restless motion of Americans may be startling at first.
10 | People in the flat Middle West think nothing of driving seventy-five to a
2 Mosaic Ill + Reading
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hundred miles just to have dinner with a friend; they go to a far-off city for
an evening of theater or music or even a movie. Countless young people
select a college thousands of miles away from their families “just to see
another part of the country.” Barely in their teens, they go off in droves to
see what lies beyond.

People

Who are these people who are swirling around you? Some 245 million of
them now call America home, but in fact they have their origins in every
part of the world. The names you see over shop doors tell you so, as do
the varied types of faces you pass on the streets. A roll call’of school chil-
dren will include such names as Adams, Ali, Bykowski, Capparella, Fujita,
Gonzales, Mukerji, Nussiebeh, and Wong. Mostly, these diverse back-
grounds have not been blended in the so-called American “melting pot.”
In fact, the idea that America is a melting pot is largely a myth. What exists
more often is a kind of side-by-side living in which ethnic groups retain
many of their own customs and social traditions. They merge into"the
American stream only in certain aspects of life—in schools, sports, busi-
ness, and science, to name a few—but keep to'many of their own customs
and patterns socially and at home.

Because our people have come from so many nationalities, there is a
far wider range of what is “acceptable” than in some countries where the
inhabitants have grown up with a common heritage. As a result, no one
needs to feel uncomfortable in following his or her own customs.

informality

Although American informality is well known, many interpret it as a lack
of respect when they first encounter it, especially in the business world.
The almost immediate use of first names, for example, still jars nerves
long accustomed to deference or respect from people of lower rank.

Americans have a minimum feeling for “rank,” especially socially.
Most do not themselves enjoy being treated with respect for age or posi-
tion; it makes them uncomfortable. Many Americans find even the terms
“Mr.,” “Mrs.,"” or “Ms.” stiff and formal.’ You hear people well beyond
middle age say—even to quite young people—"Just call me Sally (or
Henry or Don).” Being on first-name terms'is taken as a sign of acceptance
and friendliness. However, this need not bother you. If you are not com-
fortable in following the boss's immediate request to “Call me Andrew,” it
is quite all right. Just smile and say, “After a while perhaps, but thank you
anyway” (meaning, for feeling that friendly!).

What we do use, however, are occupational titles. Occupations that

Chapter One ¢ New Challenges 3
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most frequently carry titles include: diplomats (Ambassador Jones), mem-
bers of the Senate (Senator Smith), or certain other top government offi-
cials"(Governor Rockefeller), judges (Judge Harley), doctors (Dr. Brown),
professors (Dr. or Professor Green, Ph.D.), clergy (Reverend Gray), etc.

Personal Questions

Conversational questions may seem to you both too personal and too nu-
merous—especially when you first arrive. “Where do you work?” “Are
you married?” “How many children do you have?” “Have you taken your
vacation yet?” are not personal questions by American standards. They
are a search for common ground on which to build a relationship or base
a conversation. Understand that such questions are meant to be friendly;
the questioner is interested in you. If you are asked questions that seem to
you to be too personal, you need not answer them. You can simply smile
or say pleasantly that you “do not know” or “in my country that would be
a funny question,” or turn the questions gently aside by some comment
such as “Isn’t it interesting to see how different nationalities begin a con-
versation?” or something similar. The American will not be offended, but
he or she will get the point.

Alison Raymond Lanier

After You Read

Recalling Information

After reading the article, tell which of these statements about Americans are true
and which are false. Correct the false statements to make them true,
Americans . . .

often drive long distances to go to a play or a movie.
frequently send their children to colleges far away from home.
live and work side by side but often observe different customs.
are more informal than people from other countries.

often call people by their first names as soon as they meet them.

L O

are very conscious of rank in business and usually call their boss by
a title to show respect.

use titles for certain occupations.

like to pry into the affairs of foreigners and embarrass them by
asking personal questions.

Mosaic [l « Reading




