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Love

Who can really comprehend this unique world?

Who can truly live with happiness?

Who is the most remarkable man of sharp intellect in this world?

For a long time, 1 have been thinking about that somewhat philosophi-
cal question, which actually misleads me by memories of the rich or some
important person like that. But I don’t think this is the right answer.

So how can we be motivated and empowered to face the world with joy?
I remember Vincent Van Gogh, one of the greatest artists in the 19th Centu-
ry. 1 don’t like to say that Van Gogh was mad; I’d rather regard him as a
miserable genius. Maybe the hues demonstrated in his works are so touching
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and energetic, and these bright colors, lines were actually the traces of his
soul and existence. Though his whole life was often touched by tragedy, he
left us so many rich, gorgeous and pleasant pictures—Flaming flowers that
brighily blaze, swirling clouds in violet haze, moming fields of amber grain.
Trees and hills came to life through his hands. Only the life-like scenery
could make him intoxicated. Vincent surpassed every one of us.

Masters are no different from us. They never run counter to life, on the
contrary, they love life more than we do. If we say that this kind of love
starts with the fantastic art, and I'l} always remember Hylie, one of my Eng-
lish teachers of elementary school time. Her pronunciation & intonation was
really excellent enough to pass as a native speaker.

She gave us much knowledge, for example, how to break the ice of the
conversation in English, how 1o communicate with the westerners politely,
what is Catholicism. . . She acted as a sheet anchor on my morality and as a
standard bearer for my idealism. Perhaps the bond between teacher and stu-
dent was too deep for others to comprehend, but 1 believed it was the single
strongest influence on my future life.

Though part of her past life has been fraught with hardships like health
problems, she conquered them. She used to dream of being a diplomat.
Hylie would hardly have become a diplomat, but she succeeded in becoming
what she aspired to be: trustworthy, respectable, devoled, encouraging,
caring and loving.

As for myself, I’'m usually thinking about the meaning of life; trust,
sincerity, ambition, but the most important thing is love. By all means,
love. 1 want my life to be the demonstration of “love”, though it may mean
sadness. 1 don’t wanl it to be contaminated by the hazy, pessimistic attitude
to life. As a student majoring in Arabic, at last T just wanna recite a few
lines wriiten by Gibran:

“To wake at dawn with a winged heart and give thanks for another day
of loving: To rest at the noon hour and meditate love’s ecstasy; To return

home at eventide with gratitude; And then to sleep with a prayer for the
7



