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Unit 1 |

Text

Brief History of Urban Planning

Present archaeological evidence indicates that man has been
living in urban communities for more than 10,000 years®, and
the earliest cities—dating to the eighth millennium B. C. —bear
witness to a more or less conscious attempt to define or plan the
physical pattern of their habitat. The earliest cities presently
known to archaeologists are the Neolithic cities of Jericho and
Catal Huyuk®.

Only a part of its estimated 0. 13 km?(32 acres) of developed
area has been uncovered, but it has been estimated that Catal
Huyuk contained as many as 6,000 persoris, and that its physical
plan followed rather definite “preestablished rules of function,
ritual and aesthetics”, as evidenced by the prominence of certain
geometrical forms, such as straight lines and right angles,and
the separations of function in space and other forms of zoning.

Excavations at Jericho have established that occupation be-
gan at the site in the Mesolithic period, around 8000 B. C. ,and
continued with several lacunae until the end of the Middle Bronze
Age, around 1600 B. C. What should be noted is that as early as
7000 B C. with the building of permanent houses®, security was
a major design factor. The town was surrounded by a wall of
stone about 6m (20 ft) high, with a moat 8. 22m(27 {t) wide and
2.75m (9 ft) deep outside. In addition, there was a stone tower
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at least 9m(30 ft) high, also for defense purposes. The walls of
Jericho were a monumental public work which is probably ‘the
first clear indication of a rather established division of labor.
They showed, even at this early stage¥, the need for cities to
provide protection against possible marauders or wandering no-
mads. Catal Huyuk, on the other hand, seems not to have need-
ed defensive walls.

The Huyuk culture diéd out around 6000 B. C. and seems
not to have had any influence on subsequent developments in the
Near East®. Jericho, however, (though abandoned at several pe-
riods of its long history) provides a continuous record of urban
development, through two main Prepottery Neolithic eras, and
two Pottery Neolithic periods, and a Proto-Urban period, dated
around 3300 B. C. , until the Early Bronze Age. Urban develop-
ment of this period can, however, be best studied in the urban
cultures which developed in the middle of the fourth millennium
B.C. in the Tigris-Euphrates valley.

In addition to favorable soil conditions and dependable water
supply, the region constituted a natural crossroad for trade for
the éntire surrounding area. Conditions were propitious for ad-
vances in many fields and served to increase the development and
growth of cities not only in this important region, but also along
the valleys of the Nile, Indus, and Yellow River. The mecha-
nization of agriculture and the resulting increase in food produc-
tion released large numbers of the population to other occupa-
tions, and the development of wheeled vehicles facilitated the
transport of agricultural and other products from one region to
another, giving rise to the emergence of a merchant-trader
class®. Artisans became highly skilled, a system of weights and
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measures was devised, and the first, written language was devel-
oped, based on virtually thousands of pictorial symbols.

Complexes of monumental building began to appear, with
concern for symmetry in the individual buildings, but not in the
over-all urban layout. Nonetheless, it is evident that even at this
early stage in the evolution of urban centers, many of the impor-
tant urban elements, such as the circulation system, residential,
religious, employment, and admiristrative areas, were already
being fairly well defined as part of the urban layout.

As cities grew larger, the variety of activities in the central
core increased, and the scale of the corresponding stru-ctures be-
came more impressive, Innovative construction techniques were
first developed in connection with these central structures, as
was the introduction of streets, boulevards, and open plazas or
elevated malls, built to accommodate pedestrian circulation. In
relation to them, each technological innovation seemed to pave
the way for added changes, and it appears that the mere agglom-
eration of population with specialized trades was to form the
most important basis for the evolution of technology and, per-

haps even more important, the refinement of social organization.
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be propitious for HH|#Yy,EAH  in connection with XF
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over-all urban layout s # %4 pave the way for (to) X --#¥F
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. Notes

1. - that man has been living in urban communities for more
than 10,000 years, -~ : $ 4]0 FUER RBTH TR ML & R — B A
FiFEERRE —ERTHRSE.

. Catal Huyuk :the city located in present day— Turkey was on-

[alr}

ly discovered in 1960,and still is in process of excavation.

3. What should be noted is that-- ;{£i7 what 5 £iF 0, £ \B) F
HEE.TEIRONEBEENR ",

4. -~ ,even at this early stage, - : Z ¥4 41/5 HEFH T RRI TR
5.

5. to have had any influence on :to have had 2Z)iAFXER to have
TR, B A A e R BhiA A S IE 2 W

6. ---giving rise to the emergence of a merchant-trader class.: 7%

SRR, ERE, BRE R

Exercises

—

. Indicate whether the following statements are true or false ac-

cording to the text.

1. The earlist cities—dating to the eight millennium B. C—bear
witness to an existence of human being.

2. In building permanent houses people at Jericho thought of
comfort and aesthetics as a major design factor instead of se-
curity.

3. Although the Huyuk culture died out around 6000 B. G.,it

5



seems to have had a big effect on subsequent developments in
the Near East.

4. The development of wheeled vehicles made it easy to transport
agricultural and other products from one region to another.

5. Complexes of m®numental building paid great attention to
symmetry in the individual buildings instead of symmetry in
the over-all urban layout.

6. It appears that the mere agglomeration of population with spe-
cialized trades was to lay a solid foundation not only for the
evolution of technology but for the refinement of social organi-
zation.

I . Choose the word which is the nearest in meaning to the one in
italics.

1. liang Han University is a municipal university.

A.rural B.coutry C.urban

2. These bad conditions have given rise to a lot of crime.
A.caused B.produced C.made

3. Please come around eight
A.for B.about C.over

4. Seven days constitute a week.

A. consist B.combine C.compose

5. He earns $ 1,500 in addition to his salary.
A.as well as  B.except for C. besides to

6. AS cities grew larger,the scale of the corresponding structures
became more impressive.

A. fitting '~ B. matching C. adjacent
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Reading Material (A)

The City and Region

A city is a large and densely populated center of economic,
social yand political activity, having a relatively fixed geographic
position and specific governmental powers granted to it in charter
form by the state®. It is the center of an urban culture.

Our cities can be only as good as enlightened public opinion
permits or demands them to be. This education and persuasion
toward civic action and progress is an often neglected phase in
contemporary urban planning.

The form of a city will be, at best, the studied expression of
its varied functions organized harmoniously in time, in nature,
and in space. A good city plan must express our times, our tech-
nology, and our ideals. It must be an adaptable organic entity,
with its roots in the past and its orientation to the future®,

The urban nodes should be as compact as possible and
should function as the nerve ganglia of the city and its region.
Here are to be found the major governmental and business cen-
ters, offices, department stores, theaters, the opera, the sym-
phony, the museurns, and cathedrals. Many large areas of high
population density cannot in the fullest sense be called cities be-
cause they lack many of the essential urban characteristics.

The city must be a growing, functioning organism, requir-
ing and capable of providing light, air, water, food, circulation,
elimination of waste, and regeneration,or else it will decay and
die. It must have workable social, economic, and political struc-
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ture, expressed in three-dimensional form. Desirable environ-

mental features of the city include:

1. The most of those high qualities that civilization has at-

tributed to urbanity;the least of those evils that the ages

have condemned;

2. Order, efficiency, beauty,and a milieu conducive to the

development of full human powers®;

3. Significant art forms—architecture, bridges, sculpture,

murals, and fountains;

4. An expression of the city dweller’s gregarious nature-—
p y greg

congregating places where people can meet to exchange
goods, services, and ideas and such communal spaces as
the market place, the shopping mall, the park, the

square, and the plaza;

5. Separation, by alignment and level, of vehicular access-

ways and transportation routes;

6. Traffic and parking accommodated but made incidental to

the higher aspects of city life;

7. Coordinated systems of traffic, transit, transportation,

parks, and open space;

8. An order of movement and nonmovement; planned se-
© quences;

9. Provision for pleasurable response to urban stimuli with-

out undue friction or hazard;

10. Clean and healthful surroundings;
11. Opportunities for privacy; '
12. Individual freedom within cohesive social organization;

13. Human scale, so that city dwellers, workers, and visi-

tors feel themselves in agreeable proportion to what they
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see and hear and so that they share a sense of being
pleasantly related to the city and thus to the ambient
world ; e

14. A highly developed and lucid rapport with the natural

landscape forms and features; ’

15. A cohesive and comprehensible metropolitan diagram;

16. A Free-flowing and easy transition between urban, sub-

urban, and rural areas.

A region is a large and generally unified, but loosely de-
fined, geographical area that provides the supporting base for
one or more centers of population cor'lcentration. To simplify the
complex problems of regional planning almost to the point of
naiveté, it might be proposed that each region should be analyzed
and planned for its highest and best use in relation to its project-
ed population and inherent resources.

. Planning on a regional basis, whether in terms of geograh-
ic, political, social, or economic regions, provides a more com-
prehensive and effective frame of reference than the consideration
of any community, town, city, or county alone; _

Regional planning agencies are at best nonpolitical and ser-
vice-oriented. They provide planning coordination, regional in-
formation,and technical assistance to the member jurisdictions.
Their primary functions are;

1. Data gathering, analysis, storage, and distribution;

2. The preparation and updating of a comprehensive regional

plan;

3. The conduct of studies for various planning elements such

as housing, transportation, and open space;

4. The provision of liaison with state, federal, and local ju-
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