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Unit One

Part I Text

. With the rapid development of the Internet, e-mail is popular nowadays. Nevertheless,
have you imagined some day your friend will appear on your computer screen and greet you?

Facemail will help you realize your dream.

You’ve Got‘Face“!

When I opened my e-mail the other day, a blond woman named Rachel appeared on my
computer screen. She greeted me by name and started talking with great enthusiasm. Every now
and then she stopped to smile at mé or blow a kiss. I guess it detracts from the overall picture to
say that the e-mail she was reading to me came from my brother, and that a lot of it was about
the trouble he was having getting the phone coiripany to install his high-speed 1hternet hookup.
Still, it was pretty cool. ’

Rachel was there thanks to a new technology called Facemail. Facemail lets YOu send
e-mail that gets read to the recipient by an attractive male or female form or by a devil or a
clown. The software, which is free, can be downloaded at www. facemail. com, and you can
choose the face from an array. If Facemail catches on — yes, I'd have to say that’s still an if —

it could change e-mail as we know it.

The basic idea is pretty clevet. The Facemail people have taken biologically that creates
models of human organs for surgeons to practice on — used it to create digital faces. Facemail
faces are lifelike, in a Max Headroomish kind of way, and they simulate emotions based on the
emotions ~— for example, :-) that you put in your text. Type in :-X, and Rachel blows a kiss.
Type in:-P, and she looks disgusted. The voice reading the e-mail is standard-issue IBM Via
Voice text-to-speech.

And Facemail is about to get a lot more interesting. In a few weeks you will be able to
speak into a microphone in your computer and have your own voice read the e-mail you send,

1



The company has signed a deal with Kodak so that sometime next year you will be able to sub-
mit a photo and your own face will be the one reading your e-mail.

The mam thing Facemall has going for ‘it nght ngw i§ that it’s fun. That’s no surprise,
since the company’s chief execunve is Lucie Sathany, founder of UPN and former head of Fox
Broadcasting. As its new capabilities kick in, Facemail could become a lot more popular. After
all, what grandparent wouldn’t prefer e-mail with the voice and image of a grandchild instead of
coldly impersonal text?

Life FX, is convinced there are broad commercial applications. One reason e-commerce is
floundering, the company says, is that buying’ over ‘the Internet lacks the human touch. But
what if you went to the Nike website and Michael Jordan greeted you by name, waited on you
and personally closed the sale? The company is also talking about using Facemail to make greet-
ing cards and living wedding albums. And it is negotiating with Whirlpool about embedding the
technology in a computer screen on a fridge. Then if Mom can’t be home when the kids get
back from school, she can leave a note with voice and image telling them what there is to eat.

Facemail could get hot fast. Then again it could end up as yet anotheér technological break-
through in search of a problem. (Remember all that talk about how videoconferencing was go-
ing to sweep the business world?) Personally, I’'m a fan. But Facemail should be used with a
certain amount of caution. The clown looks awfully cute at first. But if you select the clown,

put a few snippy words in an e-mail and add some angry emotions, you’'ve got Psycho-mail.

New Words
(EﬁiTk%WﬂEE%FW*%T@&ﬁKEﬁFMAiTA&ﬂEEﬁ ne
iTAﬂFﬂméﬁﬂ)

blond /blond/ a. fair- halred & ﬁi&’] '

enthusiasm * /in'Oju:zmzam/ n. ardour intentness 3. L) igil)t&'l‘i P

detract @ /dr'trekt/ vi. transfer; displace #%#%

overall ¥ /'auvora:l/ a. » all-around; entire ﬁﬁjﬂg,éﬁﬂ}ﬂ’\]

install % /1n'sto:l/ vr. fit; fix; build in &3

hookup # /'hukap/ n. connection of a network FE#E

technology * /tek'nolad31/ n. technique; arts and crafts T3, B R

Facemail ® /'feismerl/ . HEE Life FX SR F 24, TSR —1{
LA B P F AR ERE

recipient A /ri'sipront/ n: - receiver R FH B E

attractive * /a'trzktiv/ a. having the power to attract Bk 5| A B, F 4 189

devil * /'devol/ n. . . the most powerful evil spirit; Satan & %

clown @ /klaun/ n. a performer who dresses funnily and tries to make

people laugh by his jokes, tricks or actions /NH
download /'daunlaud/ vt. T# ‘
2



array A /2're1r/ n.

biologically * //bara'lndzikaly/ ad.

image * /1midz3/ vt.

n.
organ * /'s:gan/ n.
surgeon A /'s3:d3zan/ n.
digital * /'digital/ a.
lifelike /'larflaik/ a.
simulate A /'simjulert/ vt,
disgust * /dis'gast/ vt. /vi.

microphone /'maikrafaun/ n.
deal /di:l/ n.

submit * /sab'mit/ vt.

executive * /eg'zekjutiv/ n.
founder /'faunda/ n.

former * /'foima/ a.

capability / keipa'biliti/ n.

impersonal ¢ /1m'p3isanal/ a.

convince * /kon'vins/ vt.

application x /epli'kerfon/ n.

flounder® /'flaunda/ vi.
website ¢ /'websait/ n.
wedding /'wedip/ n.
album A /'zlboam/ n.

negotiate * /n1'gaufIeIt/ vi.

embed A /em'bed/ vi.

a fine show or collection f5%), — &5l

EWE L3, Y

imagine M, R{E

figure; form £

a part of human body or animal or plant 23 &
SRR &£

relating to calculation with digits =8, 8 Z LK
very much like real life or real person 1B H )
imitate BEiL, B{H

strong feeling of dislike caused by an unpleasant
sight, sound, or smell, or by bad behaviour 4 A
R, & AR ‘

yEHR,ERNA

an agreement to the advantage of both sides, often
in business X, & # |

offer for consideration i£%%, %

person who catries out what has been planned or de-
cided HITHE , 2HEEE AR

person who founds or establishes a school, etc. il
A LEEA

of an early period M BTEY, PARTE)

undeveloped qualities or abilities which .can be de-
veloped 7% % R ML B .
not showing or including one’s feelings in one’s be-
haviour & A &K

cause someone to believe or feel certain {F#§{S,{E
e bR

putting to practical use [V F, Fi&

move forward with great difficulty ¥, R #EH1F
HiE, BB

P

marriage ceremony 4L

blank book in which a collection of photographs,
postage stamps, etc. can be kept AEf ¥, ¥ L4 &
it , S e A

discuss, confer, in order to come to an agreement
WH L IEH

fix firmly (EEN, EHRA



breakthrough A /'bretkOrui/ n.
videoconferencing A /,vidiau'konforans/
sweep /swiip/ vt.

caution A /'koifan/ n.

awfully * /'o:full/ ad.

cute A /kjurt/ a.

snippy @ /'snipl/ a.

Phrases and Expressions
start doing sth.
with great enthusiasm

stop to do sth.

every now and then

smile at sb.

thanks to
catch on
(be) about to

sign a deal
kick in

after all
instead of
what if
talk about

negotiate with sb. /company

embed sth. in

get back from
end up

in search of
at first
4

major achievement ZE8%, = E AL

MW

win completely and easily 3K &, B34

N0 B, EE

very; quite IEH 1R, +4

delightfully pretty and small A] & i, BB 89, &
I

arrogant; cranky #1880, B

cause to begin doing sth. FFiafFEE

with strong feeling of admiration or interest HUiF b
stop doing one thing and begin to do another {&F
REMFES

often HH , A Hb

give a smile or smiles; show pleasure, amusement,
sympathy, contempt, irony, etc. ‘by this means [f]
PN €S |

as the result of; owing to T

(cause to) become fixed J &

(be) on the point of (doing sth. ) ; just going to do
sth. =, ETH

sign an agreement & — 1Y

knock down (a door, etc. ); (sl. ) pay one’s share
by kicking B3, I ; A (RO —13)

in spite of everything B3

in place of &, i E

what will happen if E - E4l

say things; speak to give information; discuss sth.
discuss, confer, in order to come to an agreement
S5RN/ ELmRA

fix firmly (in a surrounding mass) JB-.--:+ ;N
return from; come back from M ------ [B] 3k

finish by becoming sth. ; come to an end £ 2 f{
NLER

trying to find; looking for 3 ,F %

in the beginning; at the start F¥ {&f} , &0



Proper Names
Rachel /'rettfl/
Adam Cohen /'zdam'kauan/

Max Headroom /'maks'hedruim/

IBM

Via Voice

Lucie Sathany /'luisi:'szlhainy/

Life FX /‘'laif'efeks/
Michael Jordan /'maikl'd3o:dan/

Whirlpool /'wailpu:l/

PR (1 4)

Y - ER(EE)

Loy - WM, B — T 1985 & A 4 £2 .
EREUMAY, REEBRATEROROF R
N, BERFTORRIRE A
ERFRE LA A E] 1914 F AT RE, 2 #HF B
BAMEETIIBEEAR, HAABELRER 20
ZH AN FEK 150 ZAEFRMBX

IBM A EFHIE S IR X EFRMAR G 2R %
HEKE F P O RN I R SR E R B R
BB BN, R B SCE B E IR AT LR BIAR R
HFEMWANHRSS. REPHETRTINE
E A S HIEG T ABRIEL TR, 25 HEER
AFEEENN X 8 FBEE IR G .

EF - E/RIME, Life FX AFINEERITE. it
FERM BT A B EM FOX | &2 A
HIBTES R A Bl BIRHL | #& M 2 5] (United
Paramount Networks) 3 1994 £ HEPIITE,
UPN & f1 % £ 19 % 4 77 B ¥ Entertainment To-
night” 5 “ The X-Files” %40 R 7 (E A R #E H AT
— K EE 7], Facemail LR EHE .

BRR - T EEELERBE. IERIW
HARFTARA, iR MHEBMER.
BHAREAE, HR EXEMRAGIEEME Y
ZATEBAERREEL HAFIAER
AR, PR 170 ZAEK , 1998 EeRHES
428 % (WM B 4 E £ % 500 52 HE £ 05 % 164
Zo

Part I Theme-Related Exercises

1. Comprehension of the Text

From the answers A), B}, C) and D), choose the one that best completes the

following statements.
1. The text is mainly about
A) e-mail nowadays
C) high-speed Internet

B) e-mail in the future
D) Facemail in the future

2. What was the content that had been read by the blond woman?
A) The trouble that my brother met for making the company install his high-speed Internet
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hookup.

B) The trouble that my brother met for surfing in the Internet.

C) The influence that Facemail caused on e-mail.

D) The influence that came from my brother on the overall picture.

. Rachel appeared on my computer owing to

A) a new technology of e-mail B) an advanced Internet hookup

C) a new technology called Facemail D) an attractive male or female

What kind of technology has the Facemail people taken?

A) Digital faces.

B) Biologically based imaging.

C) Creating human organs. D) Simulating emotion.

. The word “simulate”

A) stimulate

”

in paragraph three probably means “
B) incentive C) protest D) imitate

According to the author, which of the following statements is correct?

A) Your face will appear on your own computer and your own voice will be able to read

your e-mail.

B) You will read your e-mail by yourself or by anyone else.

C) You will sign an agreement with Kodak to submit a photo.

D) Before long you will find that Facemail will have no interests.

One main reason why Facemail has been paid attention to is that

A) it’s surprising

B) it’s fun C) it’s funny D) it’s strange

Who was former head of Fox Broadcasting?

A) Rachel.

B) Michael Jordan. C) Lucie Salhany. D) Max Headroom.

Life FX believes one of the reasons that e-commerce is staggering is that

A) there is no human contact when someone buys over Internet

B) there are wide commercial applications

C) Facemail becomes more and more popular

D) Facemail will end up as a new technological breakthrough

In the text, the author mentions that he is

A) a lover of e-mail

C) a fan of network

B) a lover of Internet
D) a fan of Facemail

. Vocabulary

Fill in the blanks with the words given below. Change the form where necessary.
enthusiasm technology submit convince simulate
overall image founder  breakthrough caution

The Prime Minister knows that his personal is his greatest political asset.

They their reports to the chancellor yesterday.

The company looks poised( &R El &) to make a significant in China.

The lack of for unification ( #i— ) among most West Germnans fills him with dis-



appointment.

5. There was a note of for the Treasury (= FE , B8 ) in the figures.
6. He was one of the of the university’s medical faculty.
7. They should be allowed to wait for cheaper to be developed.
8. It is usually the woman who assumes care of the baby.
9. They rolled about on the Gillian Road, a blood-thirsty fight.
10. The waste disposal industry is finding it difficultto  the public that its operations
are safe.

. Phrases & Expressions
Fill in the blanks with the phrases and expressions given below. Change the form
where necessary.

every now and then thanks to after all what if embed in
be about to catch on instead of end up negotiate with
1. a good teacher, all the students passed the examination.
2. The boat lay with its rudder( £ ) mud.
3. We should encourage our students throwing cold water on them.
4. The two swimmers to the back of the boat.
5. We leave when he arrived.
6. They said they would not go shopping, but they did
7. My uncle only comes up to London
8. We hope to a successful agreement the board of the directors.
9. you go instead of me?
10. He dreamed that he owning such a lot of property!

IV. Translation {1)

Translate the following passage into Chinese.

“The young people get together electronically for homework. They use the computer for
all of their writing assignments,” says Sandra Calvert of Georgetown University in Washington.
“If they use a Palm Pilot to play Pac Man in class, then that’s bad. But with a Palm Pilot you

can also download lots of educational software. ”

V. Translation (2)

Translate the followihg sentences into English.

HNMETHRKE—~T, (stop to do sth. )
FERMER TR, AIRMEHBFRE, (smile at)
RTREREISE, LA Bt1S LB —K ARE T #. (sign a deal)
BT R R, 100 T ETHE . (kick in)
e — AR Sl BRERREEERT . (talk about)

I



6. REM ZMEMN S TERK? (get back from)

7. BRNEBEENBEFER. (in search of)

R TN R ACERER,BRERMEA REHE Y, (at first)
Partlll Language Learning Tasks: Phonetic Knowledge (1)

BEMIR(L)
HIEFHBFBNFR 20N TAEFTL:BNEFTETR. tEI- IS M,
FERE MY % ﬂﬁﬂﬁgw i%!l[ﬂ\‘
JT B JT 5 pud 7t &
v
[=]
i see
el name
H sit
Sonotie v
LR e bed v g0
® map al five
31 bird
s about au now
HoTHF
a: far a1 toy
D got
o1 saw 12 here
u: too
E j_ﬁ _g; €d care
U put
A cup U9 poor
i & w 7 m oW F
=r.
=] .
p cap b bad
t but d day
k cat g get
f food v vase
6 thank o] though
s see z Z00
) sheep 3 television
tf chair das job
tr true dr dry
ts cats dz beds
h have m me




