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Communication in the Global Village

........................................
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

[. Our Global Village

By Myron W. Lusting and Richard E. Porter
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H the world was a village of 1,000 people
In the village would be .

590 Asians

123 Africans

95 Europeans

84 Latin Americans

55 Former Soviet Union members

53 North Americans

They would speak:

155 Mandarin 31 Portuguese

80 English 26 Malay-Indonesian
63 Hindi 22 Japanese

61 Spanish 22 French

53 Russian 21 German

35 Arabic 398 other languages
33 Bengali

There would be: .
329 Christians (187 Catholics, 67 Protestants, 75 others)
178 Muslims
132 Hindus
60 Buddhists
301 non-religious, atheists, or others
A w w
Nearing Autumn’s close. .
My neighbor—
How does he live, I wonder?
~~Basho
These lines were written by a famous poet nearly three hun-

dred years ago. They express a timeless and universal curiosity
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in one’s fellow man. The word “neighbor” in the poem refers to
people very much like one’s self. He may live next door, similar
in dress, diet, custom and language. Today, few people are sur-
rounded by neighbors who are cultural copies of themselves. To-
morrow we can expect to spend most of our lives in the company
of a variety of neighbors. They may speak in a different tongue,
seek different values and behave according to different norms.
As our world is transformed, our neighbors increasingly will be
people whose life styles contrast sharply with our own.

Science ‘and technology has turned our world into a global
village. The term — global village — was coined by Marshall
McLuhan. It is used to describe the shrinking of the world as a
result of the mass media. Nowadays, the mass media is able to
bring events from all corners of the globe into people’s homes.
Communication technologies make it possible to connect with
people in other countries on the telephone and Internet. Modern
transportation systems also contribute to the creation of the
global village. Now astronauts can circle around the globe in
eighty minutes. The moon is already within our range of travel,
and the addition of Mars is just a matter of time. A visit to major
cities such as New York, London and Tokyo shows that move-
ment of people from one country and culture to another has be-

come commonplace.

People everywhere are gaining mobility, and this is just the
beginning. Qur mobility places us in contact with people from
other cultures. And when we meet, we need to communicate. In
fact, we must communicate. This communicative behavior is
called intercultural communication. It occurs whenever a mes-

sage sender is a member of one culture and a message receiver is
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of another. We may find intercultural communication difficult.
Even if we overcome the natural barriers of language differences,
we may fail to understand and to be understood. Misunder-
standing may even become the rule rather than the exception.

In order to communicate effectively and appropriately in
English, we need, therefore, to become aware of the interrela-
tionship between language and culture. Language is part of cul-
ture and plays an important role in it. Without language, culture
would not be possible. On the other hand, language is influenced
and shaped by culture; it reflects culture. In the broad sense,
language is the symbolic representation of a people, and it com-
prises their historical backgrounds as well as their approach to
life and their ways of living and thinking. Tt needs to be stressed
here that language and culture interact, and that understanding

of one requires understanding of the other.

global; earthly HiZR#Y

mandarin; standard spoken Chinese HEHEE

Hindi: language of North India JLEREE

Bengali: language of Bengal & MHLE

Portuguese; language of Portugal W& &

Catholic: member of the Church of Rome X X # %

Protestant; member of the Christian bodies separated from the Church of
Rome ##tE . W&’

Hindu: person, esp. of North India, whose religion is Hinduism {Z#EDJE
B ENEEA

atheist; non-believer of God TH#iEE

transform; change ™% .% 1t
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7 Marshall McLuhan; a Canadian writer and educator i8R -F R A N
(1911—1980), INEXRER BE R

shrink: become smaller W& ,7E /b

astronaut: traveler through outer space FHIR . KEHEFTH

commonplace: ordinary ¥ &, TEK

mobility: being often changing or moving ¥ ah#

barrier ; obstacle [ (#))

appropriately: properly & X1, 8 &k

shape: frame L. HE

representation: reproduction FE77;{0%;HHR

interact. act on each other HME{ER

Reading Comprehension and Vocabulary Test

Circle the best choice based on your understanding of the

passage.

1. In the global village, North Americans are the in
number.
A. most B. least
C. numerous D. powerful

2. The language spoken by the most people is

A. English B. Russian
C. Chinese D. Spanish
3. It can be seen that has the most believers.
A. Buddhism B. Christianity
C. Islam D. Confucianism

4. An atheist is a person who
A. believes in God
B. loves God
C. doubts that there is God
D. hates God
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. Neighbors in the long past may be people who are

A. similar in dress

B. different in values

C. similar in belief

D. different in behaviors

Marshall MclL.uhan is a Canadian who is

A. an atheist B. an educator

C. a scientist D. an engineer

. The term of global village

A. means that the earth has become smaller
B. was just the imagination of Marshall McLuhan
C. refers to the shrinking of the world due to the mass media

D. is a concept of little importance to language learners

. Which of the following does not contribute to the creation of

the global village?

A. Population growth.

B. Telecommunications.
C. Modern transportation.

D. Mass media.

. Intercultural communication

A. is as easy as any other kind of communication

B. refers to the communication of people from the same
culture

C. occurs when communicators are from different cultures

D. involves just the barrier of language differences

10. To communicate effectively and appropriately on intercultur-

al occasions, one should

A. only have a good mastery the languages concerned

B. forget one’s own mother tongue
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C. get rid of one’s own cultural influence

D. become aware of the barriers of both language and

culture

Questions for Consideration

Answer the following questions either orally or in a written

form.

1.

What do you think of the popularity of Chinese and English?
Will Chinese be replaced by English some day in the {future?
Why? Why not?

What is your idea of the real mastery of English? Do you
think the four basic skills of listening, speaking, reading and
writing are all goals for a language learner? If yes, why? I
not, what else should be added?

What is your understanding of the term —global village? Do
you agree or disagree with the concept? Support your opinion
with facts or examples. '

What are the major difficulties you have met when you want
to talk with people in English? Recall the biggest obstacle
that usually prevents you from smooth and successful commu-
nication. Tell a story about it if you have one.

Have you ever talked with foreigners in English? What are
some of the successfui and unsuccessful experiences you have

had? Can you pick out the most impressive one and find out

some reasons for it?
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1. The Difference Between the
Eastern and Western Cultures

By Valerie Grosvenor Myer

1Y}

PR ah M A K 2 JE1E B T ok, % “Good
morning, Mrs. Myer!”s % “Hi, Myer!” . "s i ¥
FERBPERCERSR, X—T—ITRLAMBY
PEAGHANE HSAEAB. I EX, FFAMT TS
AW XIS F B!

China is my second home. 1 feel comfortable
here and happy to be back again after three years
away. I teach English language and literature at the
Beijing Foreign Studies University, where my Chi-

nese friends have given me a warm and wonderful



