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POLITICS

The floating voter.
FRIMBRA

NEWS WORDS zidiiiL

ballot paper the voting paper where you put your X &
campaign the promotion of a candidate #=*ik

candidate the person trying to get elected f&i% A

electorate thevoters (&) %R

general election national election to elect a country’s leader kit
floating voter the voter who has not decided which political
party to support (also undecided voter) 12z BN, ERIRIZEA
grass-roots support support from the general public # E&¢ X/
T

opinion poll a survey of the views of the electorate e.g. they
answer the question, ‘Who are you going to vote for?” R &ML
party political group B %
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® polling stations places where registered voters cast their vote
B E

® the run-up the period before the election (%% #ifY) BERME

® televised debate when the candidates discuss political topics in
a live programme. They are often questioned by a group of
journalists =38t

ELECTIONS

A new opinion poll out today puts the New North Party 20 points
ahead in the run-up to next week’s general election. The poll was
taken following our televised debate here on NTV between the
candidates, Robert Jones, of the New North Party and Mary Dodds, of
the Progressive Party.

During the debate Mr Jones said that he was confident that he had
grass-roots support for his promise to reduce taxes after the election.
Ms Dodds said that her party would also reduce taxes. She claimed
that her party had the full support of the electorate.

Look at the following. Are these sentences true (T) or false (F), or is
there no information given (N)?

2~ TWO



RETHETF, HNHRE (T) R (F), TREHFRHEMER N

T F N
1. The New North Party is winning in the opinion polls. N
2. The opinion poll was taken before the televised debate, 0
3. Mr Jones says that tax payers will benefit only if at
they vote for the Progressive Party.
4. The candidates had a furious argument during Oodn
the debate.
5. Ms Dodds is confident that she will win. 01

didacy in ne).ct
Mr Wilson said

has announced his €
a surprise move,

s an independent candidate.

e runo v aif elected, [ will reduce taxes,

N
JOHN WILSO e e
week’s general election. -

nference yesterday- Mr Wiison

co .
at a ress deas.
the oﬁI\)er candidates have no newW I

«] promise that,

announced
alleges that
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SPOT THE BIAS L%

LOADED WORDS
s

The media want to be trusted. People in the media say that they do
not comment on the news, that they only present facts. However,
sometimes journalists use words which show their opinion of people
in the news.
RASFLERIKRARMET. NEAELEMNALHERAREEE, F
MEEmelitic. B, FMHHEICENHESENSREELIEE S A
Look again at the two stories on pages 2 and 3. Can you see two words
which show the writers’ bias? Turn the page for the answer.
HEFREE ZTAE S TIRRARE, RUANBRESRLAR. &
£R M.

LOADED WORDS: ANSWER

AR BE
Claim and allege are loaded words.
BorfEE 4 A BRI claim$pallege,

Ms Dodds said that her party would also reduce taxes. She claimed
that her party had the full support of the electorate.

Mr Wilson alleges that the other candidates have no new ideas.

By using claim and allege, it sounds as if the journalist doesn’t believe
Ms Dodds or Mr Wilson. A more neutral report would use say.

id#E H TclaimFnallege 55 4-id, B RHfh T~ 48(E £25 (Dodds) & HEL
i, EinharRE S E say,
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(SK/. TIP it £k
Elections are always compared to a race.

AN HBR L BPEN.,

In American politics, the running-mate is the person running for
Vice President.

f “GIED" Z# # the running-mate7£ % BB R R (FEHERIE
i) TR PE.
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Only part of an election speech would be used in a news broadcast.
Politicians know this, so for maximum effect they include at least one
statement — a soundbite — which they think will be chosen for
broadcast. Look at this acceptance speech from the winner of the
North Republic's general election. Choose two sentences for a
soundbite. The following page has NTV’s choice.

%30 59 (R 2 AR I O — BB Sy, BUAR AR X — 3, BILL,
BHTRERERE, BIHsiEh RS - AEiTAhBE FTREsE A
ROIE, AN4EE, Mk FmEavdt F LA E S Hiisdk A B B R A0 B
Wik, MrhRRAEORARE ., NTYE R+ T,

*Ladies and gentliemen. | would like to thank all of you for your
tremendous help during this very tough campaign. | know you all
worked very hard. | have something to say fo the supporters of the
runner-up, the Progressive Party. Don't feel that you're a loser.
With the New North Party in government, everyone’s a winnert |
would also like to thank the members of my family, my two
daughters, Beverly and Emma, and of course my darling wife,
Beatrice. She has been a tremendous support throughout this

& ~ six



campaign. And once again, thanks fo ali of you. | couldnt have

done it without you.”

WRITE THE NEWS ¥5##A

To introduce a news video clip, journalists write an infro (journalists

sometimes call this a cue):

ATSIARREFEYE, ILER
RE

*} have something to say to
the supporters of the runner-
up, the Progressive Party.
Don't feel that you're a loser.
Wwith the New North Party in
government, everyone’s

a winnerl”

This is the soundbite from the
speech on page 6.

UL EZAFE TR RS R,

B BAEIE, A LEHERL A

The New North Party has won
the general election with a
landslide victory. With most of
the ballot papers counted,
Roberi Jones has already made
his acceptance speech at his
party headquarters. He had a
message for his opponents.

|_Sos ERTJONES

-
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— OFL Tip sy i

| If you do not catch someone’s name at the beginning of 2 news ‘
| broadcast, listen out as it will be mentioned again at the end of the
report. This is called a back announcement, e.g. That was Robert
Jones, making his acceptance speech at his party headquarters. ’
AR AE AT AR TT BB VR ERVT I AR B, ROWF . BB AR |
WIS R RIAL, W LERSE, 4n. A LR T a4 - Ritik |
R £ 8 3t 4 80 57 RTR L85 13, |

NEWS GRAMMAR i sk

THE NEWSY TENSE
_ FRERE

The present perfect tense (e.g. has done) often appears in the first
sentence of a news story. Why? Compare these sentences:
FrimffE e - GiL R EE RN ARt (4o asdone), FA R EWE?
WA FEHR A AT
John Wilson has announced his candidacy.
John Wilson announced his candidacy yesterday.

The first sentence seems more up-to-date because of the present
perfect tense, has announced. The second sentence contains a time
reference, yesterday, which makes the story seem like old news.
®—fiEm FER TS KA has announced, W KE “F", miH "
Wig e T (& A T 5] yesterday, TiEM & “IH™ &,

Make these sentences ‘newsier’ by changing some of the tenses and
cutting time references.

£WHEH), THRELHS, ETENATFERARBDANSS

1. Robert Jones was elected yesterday in a landslide victory.
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2. The Progressive Party last night called for a recount following
their defeat in the general election.

3. The new Finance Minister, Roland Butler, hinted yesterday
evening that the government will not be able to reduce taxes.

ELECTION &

Fill in the gaps with the correct form of election. Use each word only
once. The first one is done for you.

Melectionf) EMAXINE ., BMARERA—K. E—aOnNERCLHGY.

elect electable elected election -electioneering electoraﬂ

1. Elect John Wilson for President!

2. Because of a scandal, the candidate is no longer .......
3. The best candidate is not always ...... .

4. Making speeches is one kind of ...... .

5. To vote, you must be on the ...... register.

6. The..... takes place on 14 November.
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INTERVIEWS
R

EVADING THE QUESTION
1538 o)

Politicians always want to give a good impression. In interviews, they
often evade difficult questions by changing the subject or not giving a
Clear answer. Bia R MA LS AT FTRIFVEIR . ERF, wiNS%
W RIS WA Egﬂélﬁlﬁiﬁulﬂgﬂ‘ﬂﬁlﬂ

When the source of a story 7 ~
is unimportant (or  Pex
confidential), journalist
often introduce

information “understand that you aking -
with, / =\ = i
understand . . . &% - -

iy B3 138 ) Although the journalist has

R R ERE, RiFE p shown resgect by usin:gt_gle
e 2 e ol o Gl B overnment title,
gL 1,. undmtand* AL Minister, the politician
uses the interviewer’s

first name. He is either being
i friendly or condescending,
ATRIAEE, REHRFZEN
BEf—#k, MEBHNBEEA
HYERDERNEF. BIRKIXH
fig ey B I RF A S,

A direct question. The
interviewer wants a yes or no answer.,

This story could AR, R EAERA MR R

have been —_— T A
leaked to the ' it

press. If
there is a bad
reaction to
this rumour,
the Minister
can say that it is untrue. ix 48 87T SRR AT/ IR 4D T itk AR Tik e
HEASTRRR, EHRUFTLLREERE,

10 ~ TEN
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