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1. Which of the following best describes the passage as a whole?

2. What does the passage mainly discuss?

3. The main/principal/central idea of this passage is

4. What is the subject of this passage?

5. The passage is mainly about

6. The passage deals mainly with

7. Which of the following is the best/the most appropriate title for the
passage?

8. The main theme/topic of the passage is

9. The author’s purpose in writing the passage is




10, What is the author’s main purpose in writing the pussage?
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Read the following 10 passages and choose the best answers to the
questions concerning the general ideas of these passages.

Passage 1

Many American polices aimed at helping the poor can have the
unintended effect of discouraging the poor from escaping poverty on their
own. To see why, consider the following example. Suppose that a family
needs an income of $15,000 to maintain a reasonable standard of living. And

S FIYEESILLY.

suppose that, out of concern for the poor, the government makes up the
difference between that income and $15,000. What effect would you expect
this policy to have?
1. Which is the topic sentence of this paragraph?

A. Sentence | B. Sentence 2

C. Sentence 3 D. Sentence 5
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Passage 2

Software that recognizes amnd converts the gestures of sign language
into text on a screen could make working on computers easier and more
naturat for deaf people. Re-carchers have developed a system capable o
recognizing International Sign Language (1SL), which uses gestures to spell
out cach letter of a word. Their success rate for recognizing I1SL signs is v
10 96 percent. Since signine styles can vary, the system performs best when
the person who's using the neural network also trains it. The researchers
have not yet optimized the system for speed, so the program takes half a
second to recognize the sign, running on a fast workstation. They believe
they could improve accuracy with a future that checks on easily mistaken
signs.

2. Which of the following is the best title for this passage?
A. A Computer That Understands Your Gestures
B. How to Improve Accuracy of Converting Gestures
C. How to Develop Dynamic gestures
D. The Future of International Sign Languag

2. [REER] ik A, ZERVFRMHRITF & 4135 S8t - REAL o A
HERFERIT SRS,

Passage 3

The region near the continents, where the water is not so deep, is the
place where the ocean’s greatest riches in marine life are found. Below these
living creatures and plants are the largest known quantities of minerals. At
the end of the flat part the sea floor suddenly drops down, forming deep
hollows which are shaped like bowls. These huge hollows hold most of the
world’s water.

3. What does this paragraph mainly discuss?
A. Marine life. B. Minerals.
C. Deep hollows. D. Marine resources.
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Passage 4

Personal computers are not only cheaper than they've ever been — new
maodels will go on sale for $300 in the United States next month — but much
smaller. But for one manufacturer at least, not even the slimmest new
notebook computers are small enough,

4. The main idea of this paragraph is that .
A. personal computers will become increasingly cheaper in the future
B. personal computers will become increasingly smaller in the future
C. personal computers will become invisible in the future

D. the present notebook computers are not satisfactory

(24am]

4. [BRERERR Y & B. 1R & MEN Y “but much smaller”.

Passage 5

In 10 years, the mutual-fund industry won’t even be called that. The
term “mutual fund” will be much too confining to encompass the various
types of mixed investment vehicles that will be available to investors around
the world. The future version of today’s mutual funds will be available for
purchase across the globe by citizens of many nationalities in just about any
currency. The average investor will be able to trade bonds as well as stocks
with ecase 24 hours a day, 365 days a year by using voice-held,
satellite-linked PCs. With the vast amount of information and instantaneous
service available to investors through the Internet, the merits of an
investment product will drive its consumption.

5. The main idea for this paragraph might be .
A. mutual fund industry
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B. technology in mutual fund
C. transformation of the mutual-fund industry
D. investment and technology

S URMBRRBIRY % C A Ry, R e 4
AT LTI, AR AT N TR I R R ) B R A

Passage 6

A symbol is something that can express or evoke meaning, for example,
a statue of Buddha, a flag, or a constitution. Many are physical objects that
have acquired cultural meaning and are used for symbolic rather than
instrumental purposes. Symbols may also be ordinary, useful goods that
have acquired special meaning. Certain cars indicate wealth; others may
express youth, daring, power, or involvement in a lifestyle for their owners.
Depending on cultural evaluations and personal experiences, people can
develop deep and powerful attachments to ordinary objects.
6. The paragraph mainly talks about
A. cultural believes B. symbols
C. special objects D. ordinary objects

6. [MMEEERH) i B. LEHa AL, SHEEEE, UTRAT
mEHEE. BX%.

Passage 7

The study of ecology is important for everyone who cares about our
world. Air, water and land. What do we mean by land? It is the earth beneath
our feet, whatever we are. It is wide fields for growing corn and wheat. Or it
may be an airfield or a parking lot or a highway or a whole city — land
covered with cement, asphalt, and buildings.

Land is the soil plants grow in. It is where green plants grow. Green
leaves make oxygen. We breathe in oxygen and breathe out carbon dioxide.
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Leaves use carbon dioxide and then give off oxygen. This pattern has been
going on for millions of years.

This pattern had changed very little for millions of years before people
arrived on Earth. People found ways to improve their lives by changing
nature, by trying to make nature fit in with their way of life. And we learned
to grow more food on the land than nature could grow without our help.

All this is good — up to a point. But it has gone too far. We have
produced too much and we have failed to see what this was doing to our
world. We have not understood the ways in which all living things on Earth
depend on one another. We ourselves have increased until the sheer numbers
of people on earth have upset the balance of nature.

7. The best title for this passageis __
A. The Products of Nature
B. The Life Pattern on Earth
C. The Broken Balance of Nature
D. The Exhausted Ceological System

(2#rum]
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Passage 8

Today, the majority of Americans belong to the Protestant church. Over
60% of Ame: .5 are said to be Protestant (7 #({E) believers, among
whom the Baptists are the largest group. From a beginning in 17th century
England, the Baptists have continued on a small scale in England where they
are about 1% of the population. But in the United States, they have their
main strength, with over 25 million members, divided among more than 20
branches and concentrated particularly in the South Bible Belt. Some white
Baptists have liberal attitudes toward the blacks and stand up courageously
in difficult circumstances for their belief in the equality of all human beings
before God, whatever their color. Meanwhile, most of the blacks are Baptists



