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Unit One wn

[ 1

Climate and Weather

As the American author, Mark Twain, once said, "Everybody talks about the weather,
but nobody does anything about it." 1t is true that everybody talks about the weather;
it's the most common subject of conversation there is. "Isn't it a nice day?" "Do you
think it will rain?" "1 think it's going to snow." These are common ways of starting

a conversation. Besides, mentioning the weather can be a useful and inoffensive
way of starting a conversation.

ZP@@? @wg Warm-up Exercises )

I. Questions before listening.
[. How is the weather today?
2. What was the weather like yesterday!
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3. What do you think the weather will be like tomorrow?

hill

Il. Study the following words and expressions before listening.

wioffensive a. A ATt K # fiercely ad. BHM, FEH

gently ad. B charming a. A8, T E B, BITH
staylong A breaikup WH, (K)HE
turnwet (KA ) E

HI. Listen to the dialogues twice and fill in the blanks with the information
you've heard.

M

VW,

M:
W

-
-
-

€

Yes, quite,

¢ XXX

g X

T Well,

T Xz X

No, it was cloudy.

Do you think it's going to snow?

Is the wind blowing fiercely outside?

Where is the wind from?

How's the weather today?

Do you think this good weather will stay long?

Daes it ook ke rain?

Do you like rainy days?




5 M ls it raining? UNIT
Wi . |
M: it tooks rather frightening.

W:

IV. Listen to the dialogues twice and choose the best answer to each
of the following questions.
I, What are they taking about?
A, Food,
B. Health,
C.The weather.
D.The wind,

2. What does the woman think of the fall in Beijing?
A, She likes it very much.
B. She dislikes it.
C. She has made no comment.
3. She has doubt.

3. Do they agree with each ather?
A Yes, they agree with each other.
B. Sorry, they disagree with each other.
C.No one can tell
D. Neither of them thinks it's going to rain,

4. Is the woman going to the picnic?
A, No, she will stay at home.
B.Yes, she is.
C. She hasn't made up her mind yet.
D. She won't go unless there is no rain.

5. What are they discussing?
A The skating.

Essential College English
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B. Their trip to the south.
C.The weather.
D.The ice.

?@E}? W Discussing the Weather

* |. Study the following words and expressions before listening.
e FJahrenheit n/a. KB E FK(H) fait n.  F .
e foagy a. L EE L freezing a.  kk#, PEH.

e gusty a. W, £ R miiserable a. % AT W
stormy a. ZRTEH, 2 RAAEYR dearup  BEE

sleet v, TRHE(RE) drizzle v. TE£EW

hail v, THhE furnace n.  ¥WF

pasin n. & 4y stifte v. (4 NYE R

centigrade a. BREBEEH indicate v. 3%, %9

ll. Listen to a conversation and make the best choice to complete the
following statements.
I. This conversation is most likely 1o have taken place between
A two weathermen
B. a conductor and a driver
C. avisitor and a tour guide
D. two scholars

2. They are talking about ____ .
A. the weather in general
B. the geographical location of Nanning
C. Nanning's weather
L. the three furnaces




3. As an old saying indicates, along the Valley of the Yangtse River there are UNIT
three well-known "furnaces”. They are __ . .
A, Chongging Wuhan and Jinan
B. Chongging Wuhan and Nanjing
C. Wuhan, Nanning and Shanghai
D. South China Sea, Nanning and Chongging

i

4. According to the weather forecast, it will be - today
A. cloudy
B. fine
C. rainy
D. windy

5 said: "Everybody talks about the weather, but nobody does anything
about it."
A William Shakespeare
B. Charles Dickens
C. Mark Twain
D.Weatherman

{ll. Listen to the conversation again and answer the following
guestions.
. What is the refationship between the man and the woman?
2 What are the weather characteristics in Nanning, the capital of Guangxi?
3. How many rainy days are there usually in Nanning in a year?
4. What did the weather forecast say that morning?
3. How much do you know about the American writer Mark Twain?

IV. Work in pairs and practice the following dialogues. You may use
your own imagination and add more information to develop the
dialogues.

l. ™ It's good to see the sun again.
W: A big improvement on what we've been having.
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