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FOREWORD

Overlooking Beijing, people can take into the
eye the old and new appearances of the historic fa-
mous city and modern metropolis. The splendid
new chapters of Beijing, the ancient city full of new
vitality, is being written.

Overlooked from the sky. the central axis, sta-
rting from Qianmen Dajie, Zhengyangmen Gate,
Tian'anmen Gate, the Purple Forbidden City and Ji-
ngshan Hill and ending at the Bell Tower and Drum
Tower, forms a distinct major vein. On either side of
the axis, imperial gardens, shrines and temples (in-
cluding the Imperial Ancestral Temple, the South
Sea, Middle Sea, North Sea and the Altars of Hea-
ven, the Earth, the Sun, the Moon, and the Lands
and Grains) are laid out in good order like pieces
on a checkerboard. Under the blue sky and white
clouds, the magnificent palaces, red walls, yellow
tiles, carved balustrades, marble steps. verdant pi-
nes and cypresses, and green waters and mountains
form the pattern of the imperial capital, which is
rarely seen in the world and looks like a fairyland
on the heaven. The majestic scenes contain the
charms of the Long-standing history of the Chinese
nation and the crystallization of the spiended cul-
tures. With a 3000-year history of city construc-
tions and a nearly-1000-year history of capital city
constructions in the 5 Dynasties, the unique Orient-
al architectural arts and the superb planning/desig-
ning levels of the forerunners in Beijing command
admirations.

Overlooked from the sky. the magnificent cre-




ations of contemporary people of Beijing, the
Capital, present the unprecedented grand propect.
The 100-li long street which runs crosswise
through the city stretches straightly eastward and
westward from Tian’anmen Gate; the 33-km-long
Erhuan Lu surrounding the ancient city looks like a
green necklace or a multi-coloured flower ring; the
48-km-long Sanhuan Lu is broad and even, and
provides easy through traffic; the construction of
Sihuan Lu is speeding up., and the magnificent
Siyuan Overpass has come into shape; Shoudu Ji-
chang Lu, Beijing-Shijiazhuang Highway and Bei-
jing-Tianjin-Tanggu Expressway lead to all direc-
tions, resounding modern tempo and rhythm of the
epoch; 124 magnificent overpasses, looking like
flower basket, or dragon-fly, or rainbow, spread de-
corating the Capital like 3-dimensional picture
scrolls; new architectures intending to combine
national traditions and local characteristics with
epochal spirits in all possible ways are speedily de-
veloping, and set off each other with ancient archi-
tectures; together with stretches of verdant forests
and gorgeous flowers, are making Beijing a garden
city step by step. and Beijing is marching forward
on the way leading to a modernized international
metropolis.

Overlooked from the sky, Beijing is screened by
mountains on the west, north and northeast sides.
Rolling Yanshan Mountains and Taithang Mou-
ntains form the natural defence of the Capital. Wi-
nding Yongdinghe, Chaobaihe, Wenyuhe and Ju-

mahe Rivers add beauty to the landscapes. In the
suburbs, the scenes look magnificent with fields,
verdant mountains, green waters, scenic spots and
historic sites. Towering Badaling, beautiful Mutia-
nyu, precipitous Sima Terrace, solemn Ming Tombs,
plus green waves in Kunming Lake, red leaves in
Xiangshan, arahats in Temple of Azure Clouds, gi-
nkgo in Tanzhesi Temple, moon at the dawn in Lu-
gou Bridge, the ancient Yunjusi Temple--- . as
well as over-80 reservoirs in Miyun, Guanting,
Huairou, Jinhai and many other places, and diversi-
fied modern scenes make up poetic and picturesque
sceneries with natural and humane charms, which
people can appreciate to their hearts’ content.

The album «Overlooking Beijing» contains a
batch of precious photos taken over Beijing - by
photographists. Being taken in angles different from
those adopted on the ground, they show wider
view and more magnificent views. People of Beijing
love the Motherland and love Beijing, people of
China love the Motherland and love Beijing and
friends from different countries love China and love
Beijing. Overlooking Beijing from the sky. people
will love Beijing, the Capital of China, more than
ever.

Beijing is marching forward for a more glorious

future. Beijing, with spreading arms, enthusiastically
greets and welcomes friends from home and ab-

road.
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charactenistic design of the ancient city
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2. The Purple Forbidden City Being the imperial palace in Ming and Qing
Dynasties and also called the Former Imperial Palace. it 15 the largest and the
most completely preserved palatial architecture group tn the world. It occupies
an area of 720000 m’with 80 palaces containing over 9000 bays of rooms
Overlooking the Former Impenal Palace from the sky. a "Sea of Palaces”
containing gorgeously overlapping magnificent palaces will come Into the eye
From 1406 (when it was first completed) to 1949 (when New China was
founded). 24 emperors ruled there for more than 500 years The Purple




Forbidden City ts the cream of Chinese ancient architectural art. and a historical
‘museum housing an enormous amount of precious cultural rehcs. In 1987
UNESCO listed the Purple Forbidden City into the “Detaled List of
International Legacies”, and the City has become the cultural legacy of the

whole human being of the world.
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3. Tian'anmen Square It 15 the site where important national celebraline
f q

ceremonies and grand gatherings are held. Occupying an area of 440000 m". it
is the largest square in the centre of cities Towering at the centre of the Square
1s the magntficent Monument to the People’s Heroes which 1s 3794 m n




