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Spring Festival ¢
Simitar 1o the Importance of Christmas for Wastemnera, Spring Festival is the most
Imporiant celebration lor Chinese people. Although the mesning and the methods of
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the imporiance of Spring Fastivel has not changed.
China's Spring Festival has & long history of nearly fout ihousand years. initially. the

festival had o name or fixod date. Belors 1000 BC, peopls used the phrase the year',
‘meaning “Great Harvest" 1o refer o Spring Festival. According o the traditional custom,
Spring Festival lasts from the 23rd day of the Iwalfth kinar manith 10 tha 1521 day of-the frst
unar month, Yeurs

There are many activilies ail over the country lo welcome Spring Fastival. in the
‘countryside, these preparations start from the beginning of the tweifth lunar month. Every
famiy Cloans heir house and waish Iheir clothes and bed shests. Making specisl New Year
purchases is also an Imporiant part of the upcoming New Yesr. In he ciy, people celebrate
the New Year with art team parformances and partiss with & varisty of entedainment. The
i parks hold “Templa tairs" o provide recredion, food and anf

There are difierent traditional customs in dilferent parks of China, but every region has
the same indispansable custom of the whole tamily having a feunion dinoer togethar on
New Yaar's Eve. In Soulh China, e neurion dinner aually inckuses more than ten dishes,

fish, because the “woalthy”

In the Chinese tanguage. in Norh China, most reunion meals inciuds dumplings, which are
made and saten by the whole tamiy. Almost avaryone wil stay up ate and set of fworks
o New Véar's Eve.

On the first diay of the first lunar month people put on Special clatfing for the festival and 3
Dogin 10 70 out 10 Vist o Hiay &t home o weicome visting famiy, fends and loved ones
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Spring Festival T christmas e |

celebration [iseli’breifn] n. K#t
decoration [.deka're1fn] n. %&1f
feast [fi:st] n. 2E
firecracker [faiakraeka] n. . B
firework [faiawa:k] n. BB, B
goodwill [gud'wil] n. REFHE
luxury [Iak[er1] n. F
lunar ['lu:na] #. BB
reservation [ireza'vei[n] n. HUE, £
do Spring Festival shopping X5
family reunion dinner BB
lion (dragon) dance 2%
New Year cake &%
offer sacrifices to one’s ancestors £33
outings and picnics BFFITFE
paper-cuts 34
pay New Year’s call; give New Year’s greetings;
New Year’s visit F&
propose a toast #GE
red packets; red envelops; gift money 48, E$%
riddles written on lanterns %Ti#
New Year’s Eve dinner &%k
variety show #EZ

anthem [‘=nBom] n. #XEF; ZK

carol [keeral] n. B%5; 2K

Christian ['kristfon] adj. 2B HH n. EEHGE

church [tfa:t[] n. H#ZE

cranberry [kreenbar] n. #4%, /Na%

derive [diraiv] from k8, BF

fragrant [freigront] adj. &

mandarin [meendarin] ». ##

Massachusetts [meesa'tfuisits] n. ZFEEE

pilgrim ['pilgrim] . $%&

pumpkin ['pampkin] n. B

routine [ru:'tizn] .

salvation [seel've1fn] n. B

symbel ['simbl] 7. R4E

thankful [8zenkfl] adj. B

turkey ['ta:ki] 7. k38

unchristian (An'kristfen] adj. IEHEEH; FEEH
wasteful [weistfl] adj. R

in the name of Bl-—-B&X )
roast [raust] turkey with stuffing ['stafip) ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁk
b

Santa['seenta] Claus [klo:z); Father Christmas Z2EZA
settle down EE ;

the Bible £2
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Certainly, since China is a country with long history, we have many traditional festivals here such as
Spring Festival, Lantern Festival, Dragon Boat Festival and Mid-Autumn Festival.

Which festival is your favorite one? o

Well, | love Mid-Autumn Festival the best. Though in some people’s eyes, it is not as important as
the Spring Festival. It is celebrated in the best season in Beijing. My parents and | always come
back to my grandparents’ house for a visit on this festival. We will enjoy a big dinner for family
reunion. Generally speaking, we can have all the happiness and at the same time we won’t worry
about the terrible traffic rush in the Spring Festival seasons.

Apart from Mid-Autumn Festival, can you introduce another Chinese traditional festival?

As Spring Festival is quite familiar with everyone, | would like to say something about Lantern
Festival. Usually, lantern fairs will be held in many big cities for people to enjoy, people can take a
walk together in the beautiful color of the night with their families or friends. There will also be some
dragon dances, fireworks and lantern shows. In the lantern shows, you can enjoy various lanterns
with delicately designed riddles hidden inside. Last Lantern Festival, a friend from Germany came
to visit me, she got so excited when she saw all those fireworks since it's very hard to get fireworks
in Germany, so we began to set off fireworks near the riverbank after we spend two hours on the
difficult riddles. It was so amazing that we didn’t stop until it was 12 at night.

Do you know anything about western festivals?

Yeah, of course. Many western festivals, such as Valentine’s Day, Thanksgiving, and April Fools’
Day are very popular among the Chinese, especially among the youth. | like April Fools’ Day
because it could be interesting, we can often take this opportunity to play tricks on our friends.

Do young ooupleé? in China celebrate Valentine’s Day?

Sure they do. In fact, Chinese young people will celebrate both Valentine’s Day on February the
14th and Chinese Valentine, which’s called Qixi or the Double Seventh Festival. They would send
candies, chocolates, or flowers to each other, they will also do some interesting things together.
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This Year Is Not That Year It&FEIEHE

Roger:

Mary:

Roger:

Mary:

Roger:

Mary:

Roger:

Mary:

Roger:

Mary:

| am so excited because New Year is coming.

“New Year” is Nian in Chinese, right? e
Right, but today’s phrase meéning “Celebrate the New Year” probably came from
the phrase “SNYICANER - 4

Really? What is the origin of Nian?

The word Nian is originally the name of a monster that used to people the
night before the beginning of a new year.

| don’t quite understand. Why do people put up red paper and set off firecrackers
to celebrate it?

Well, one year an old man told people to set off firecrackers and put up red paper
decorations on their windows and doors to frighten Nian away. In this way Nian
was conquered.

Oh, | see.

People today feel the colour of4,red and the sound of firecrackers add to the
excitement of the celebration. -

Yes, red is a colour of warmth, with the power to make people feel energetic and
joyful.
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