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About the Translator

John Zhang, Professor of Physical Education Emeritus. Head coach of men’s and
women’s basketball teams at college level in Beijing, China.

Coach Zhang graduated from Peking University, Beijing, China, in 1952. He went
to Kiel University, Kiel, West Germany, to attend track and field workshop for
Asian coaches which was organized by the United Nation Education Science and
Culture Organization(UNESCO) in 1980. He studied at Belgrade University,
Belgrade, Yugoslavia, in 1981, Coach Zhang is a certified 1* (next to top level )
class basketball coach of Yugoslavia. Coach Zbang went to lllinois State
University, Normal, IL., U.S.A. in 1982 to work on his Master’s Degree which
he received in 1984. He came back to China just after the 1984 Olympics. Having
served our country for four years, professor Zhang went to ISU again as a visiting
professor in the Laboratory School of the College of Education.

Professor Zhang has translated more than a million words of basketball and track
and field articles and books from English into Chinese, which have published
since 1957.

Coach Zhang participated in more than a dozen basketball workshops in U.S.A.
and China as lecturer and as interpreter for Dr. Robert L. Metcalf (University
High Schoo! of Illinois State University, former President of National High
School Athletic Coaches Association, U.S.A., Head coach of the Chinese Junior
Championship Team); Coach George Ravelling (University of Southem
California); Coach Lute Olson (University of Arizona); Coach Cotton
Fitzsimmons (Phoenix Suns) and many other American, Russian and Yugoslavian
coaches while they conducted workshops in China.

Professor Zhang also served as the Deputy Director of the Research Committee of
the Chinese Basketball Association from 1980 to 1991 and served as General
Secretary of the NCAA of The People’s Republic of China from 1988 to 1991.

Professor Zhang retired in the year of 1991, He is living with his wife, Sharon, in
Normal. He enjoys reading, traveling, and practicing Taiji(Chinese Martial Arts)
which he has been teaching for morc than forty years.
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