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UNIT One
Art and Philosophy

Section A Background Information

Art

A rt, a disciplined activity that may be limited to skill or ex-
panded to include a distinctive way of looking at the

world. Art in its broader meaning, however, involves both skill
and creative imagination in a musical, literary, visual, or per-
formance context. Art provides the person or people who pro-

" duce it and the community that observes it with an experience -
that might be aesthetic (3£2£#Y), emotional, intellectual, or a
combination of these qualities.

Traditionally; in most societies, art has combined practical
and aesthetic functions. In the 18th century in the West, how-
ever, a more sophisticated public began to distinguish ( X 43})
between art that was purely aesthetic and art that was also
practical. The fine art — including literature, music, dance,
painting, sculpture (f%8), and architecture — are concemed primarily with aesthetics. The
decorative (%6 i1+ #) or applied arts, such as pottery, metalwork, fumiture, tapestry (3
#), and enamel (& flj), are often useful arts and for a time were demoted (FX{E)to the
rank of crafts. The term art was sometimes narrowed to mean only drawing, painting, archi-
tecture, and sculpture. Since the mid20th century, however, greater appreciation of non-
Western and folk traditions and of individual work in a mechanized society has tended to blur
(#8) the old distinction. Both categories are becoming valued as art.
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Section B Reading Practice

Passage 1

Love Him Tender — The King Elvis Presley

Elvis Aaron Presley, in the humblest of circumstances, was born in Tupelo, Mississippi on January
8, 1935. His twin brother, Jessie Garon, was stillbom (K17 ), leaving Elvis to grow up as an only
child. He and his parents moved to Memphis, Tennessee in 1948. After graduation from high school in
1953, Elvis worked as a truck-driver.

In 1954, he began his singing career with the legendary Sun Records label in Memphis. In late
1955, his recording contract was sold to RCA Victor. By 1956, he was an intemational sensation. Elvis’
musical influences were the pop and country music of the time, the gospel (# & ) music he heard in
church from childhood and at the all-night gospel sings he frequently attended, and the black R&B he ab-
sorbed on historic Beale Street as a Memphis teenager. With a sound and style that uniquely combined his
diverse musical influences and blurred and challenged the social and racial barriers of the time, he ush-
ered (515%) in a whole new era of American music and popular culture. !

He starred in'33 successful films, made history with his three television specials which stood among
the most highly rated specials of their time, and knew great acclaim (M%) through his many, often
record-breaking, live concert performances on tour and in Las Vegas. Gldba]ly, he had sold over ten bil-
lion records, more than any other artist. In America alone, Elvis had had 131 different albums and sin-
gles that have been certified gold, platinum (f34;) or multi-platinum by the Recording Industry Associa-
tion of America (RIAA), with more certifications expected as research into his past record sales continues
and as current sales go on. Among his many awards and accolades (5 %) were 14 Grammy nominations
(#£4 ) (3 wins) from the National Academy of Recording Arts & Sciences, the Grammy Lifetime
Achievement Award, - which he received at age 36, and his being named One of the Ten Outstanding
Young Men of the Nation for 1970 by the United States Jaycees.

Without any of the special privileges his celebrity status might have afforded him, he honorably
served his country in the U. S. Amy in 1958.2 During the two years in the army, he still released sin-
gles and albums and kept his popularity among the fans. But for him, the most inspiring thing was the
meeting with his life-long lover, Priscilla. He fell in love at first sight with the girl 10 years younger
than he. After 10 years waiting, they married in Las Vegas in 1966.The next year, their daughter Lisa
Marie was bom. But their marriage didn’t last long. It was in 1973 that the couple got divorced.

In middle 70s, Elvis became more and more depressed. Perhaps it was the influence of his failure in
marriage. He was indulged (F£#Af) in drinking and took medicine heavily. He gave up any effort to
be a respectable singer. On August 16, 1977, Elvis died at his Memphis home. The world has lost its
greatest entertainer.
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His talent, good looks, sensuality, good humor, and charisma endeared him to millions, as did the
humility and human kindness he demonstrated throughout his life.> Known the world over by the name
“King”, he is regarded as one of the most important figures of twentieth century popular culture. After
his death, he also received many special posthumous (5 J5#Y) honors. The 1984 W.C. Handy Award
from the Blues Foundation in Memphis recognized Elvis for “keeping the blues alive in his music — rock
and roll.” The Academy of Country Music’s first Golden Hat Award presented in 1984 recognized Elvis’
influence on country music. In 1986, Elvis was among the first group of inductees ( A %% ) into the
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. In 1987, Elvis was honored with the first posthumous presentation of the
Awards of Merit by the American Music Awards, 1987. In 1998, Elvis received the Country Music Asso-
ciation”s highest honor, and elected to the Country Music Hall of Fame.

Currently, there are over 625 active Elvis fan clubs worldwide. Elvis’ popularity is at an all-time
high, and his legacy continues to reach new audiences. Half of Graceland’ s visitorship is age 35 and un-
der. In Jan. 8, they would celebrate Elvis’ 66 Birthday here, and spot a vaguely familiar-looking gent
(#81) in line. One could imitate him and looks just like him, but one could never replace him. Elvis
Aaron Presley is the only one who deserves the name King.

Notes:

% Memphis, Tennessee: FH 4475 M # % 2 HT

* Sun Records: X PFHR& B H A\

* the black R&B: BAVEHE I TR

* Las Vegas: P74 ity

* Recording Industry Association of America: 3£ HIgH Tl th<
* Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award: %335 44 st %

* Rock and Roll Hall of Fame: 3% 45 A Bt

* Country Music Hall of Fame: % ff % 545 AR

Translation of Difficult Sentences

1. With a sound and style that uniquely combined his diverse musical influences and blurred and
challenged the social and racial barriers of the time, he ushered in a whole new era of American
music and popular culture.

LA 2 TTAL R SRR XA 3 2B 3 S S AR R R R T RE MR, s T 2
HESKEBZAR - 25U EI%,

2. Without any of the special privileges his celebrity status might have afforded him, he honorably
served his country in the U. S. Amy in 1958.

SURSERTEA TR B AR, F 1958 SEIIA X ERE, LB IR T E4&,

3. His talent, good looks, sensualfty, good humor, and charisma endeared him to millions, as did
the humility and human kindness he demonstrated throughout his life.

A e B R RS U, B T FE A B3R, M, f—
AR —HR-TRBLCE . BEHARRBA,
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Comprehension Checkup

A. Answer the following questions.
l. When did Elvis begin his singing career and when did he become world-famous?

2. What music influenced Elvis?

3. How many records did Elvis sell altogether?

4. Was Elvis awarded the “Awards of Merit” after his death or before his death?

B. Decide whether each of the following statements is true (T) or false (F).

1. Elvis Presley ushered in a whole new era of American music and popular culture. ( )
2. He slarred in 33 successful films and has sold over one billion records,

more than any other artist. (
3. Al the age of 30, he received the Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award. ( )
4. Despite the privileges brought by his celebrity status, Elvis honorably served

in the US army in 1958. ( )
5. In 1987, Elvis received the Country Music Association’s highest honor,

induction into the Country Music Hall of Fame. ( )

Passage 2

Disney Parallels American Culture

Last fall, the Walt Disney Co. did something rare: it conceded (7KIA) defeat in its fight to build a
history theme park in northem Virginia. The park was going to be called “Disney’s America”.

However, some people might be wondering if Disney lost the battle and won the war. These days,
it seems Americans are all living in Disney’s American.

With its purchase of Capital Cities — ABC Inc. last month, the company founded by Walter Elias
Disney in 1923 deepened its claim on the American psyche (.(># ). It would be hard to name another
company that has exercised such influence on American culture. It would be hard to find another com-
pany so widely admired — even loved — by Americans.

Americans flock to Disney filns, and then replay them — on videotapes. They read Disney hooks to
their Disney-pajama-clad (3837 /E IR/ ) children. They watch Disney shows on Disney TV. They make
pilgrimages to Disneyland and Disney World, where they stay in Disney hotels and eat Disney food. They
buy Disney products at Disney stores, and listen to Disney records of Disney songs.

The world of Disney is becoming anything but small.

All of this makes some people more than a little grumpy (ZBE W BI#9) . Harold Bloom, professor
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of humanities at Yale University and author of The Western Canon, provides an analysis of the cultural

legacy of Western civilization.
“At the end of this road lies cultural homogenization (uniform and without variety) of the most

ghastly (FI1HHY) kind. It’s a disaster.”

This is an increasingly common view in academia.

“The taste of the Disney products,” said Paul Fussell, a professor of English at the University of
Pennsylvania, “has always seemed to me gravely sub-adult.”

Disney critics, and there are many, see its films and spin-off products as rife with sexism, racism
and a dumbed-down, cheered-up vision of American history and folklore .2

“There’s a kind of anesthesia (KK ) at work here,” said Henry Giroux, a professor of secondary
education at Penn State University. Like all Disney critics, he can cite chapter and verse of Disney’ s
crimes against culture: he is particularly incensed (#{%%) about the treatment of American Indians in
“Pocahontas” .

“I'mean, the entire history of what happened to the Indians, which some people would call genocide
(At RIR KRB R ). .. is sort of played out as a love story,” he fumed.

Giroux said he believes that Disney has become a primary educator of America’s children, most of
whom will be able to recite the complete script of The Lion King long before they even learn U.S. Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln’s historic Gertysburg Address .

However, even the critics are quick to note that Disney embodies many positive values — opti-
mism, good-hearted fun, a tradition of artistic quality — that help explain its success,” and eritical or

not, most are Disney consumers.

Notes:

* Walter Elias Disney: #H7JE (1901 — 1966) , 3 = 3l i i #4E K Kl B A, Q7 T LU ok 2=
BAEEME RN LA MARFIR R A TN EWAREAEBID) % 505 M, 1955 4 01 g 5 My
e,

* Pocahontas: ?‘ﬁ'ﬁ?ﬁﬂé%'{'ﬁﬁiﬁj\%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁi,t@'—?%‘ﬁ@%éﬁ%ﬁfﬁ%%iﬁﬁ?,ﬁﬁﬂﬁ
U RO A8 - ST bR 8 I it AL BE

* Gettysburg Address: BICHTAR BN, BICHT &R 5 & 1 2 T BT 30 481 7 42 75 i R 2 iy —
SRAR, R 50 A A P — O T S B A FEREES T — B EH A FE S 85X
W BT BEM BT REI (RET 1834 11 H 19 H » R L2\ B VR AR S AL B ik
#),“BiR, RA, RE " — by the people, of the people, and for the people Bl 4} F I, it .

Translation of Difficult Sentences

1. It would be hard to name another company that has exercised such influence on American cul-
ture .
TRAEFF R E] — 50 %4 2 B AL 0 82 0 11 23 )

2. Disney critics, and there are many, see its films and spin-off products as rife with sexism,

racism and a dumbed-down, cheered-up vision of American history and folklore .
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3. However, even the critics are quick to note that Disney embodies many positive values — opti-
mism, good-hearted fun, a tradition of artistic quality — that help explain its success.

SR, B {5 S0 37 SR AR PR T R 21 407 B AR B T 25 BUAR A T B R
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Comprehension Checkup

A. Decide whether each of the following statements is true (T) or false (F).
1. Disney company was founded by Walter Disney in 1925.

. Disney has exercised great influence on American culture.

2
3. It’s a disaster that Disney causes cultural uniform.
4

. Some Disney products are filled with racism.

B. Answer the following questions.

TN SN N N

1. Why do people wonder if “Disney lost the battle and won the war”?

2. Is there any other company who has influenced American culture so much as Disney?

3. What’s the people’s attitude toward Disney culture?

Section G Enlarge Your Vocabulary

Words and expressions of art.

structure 54

painting %2 []
architecture & 3{
authorship JE €1 &
craftsmanship F T Z,
style JXUA%

profile #& 1% , 4 BE
prototype JR I

oriental Z< 17 )
Surrealism &8 8 5E 3 X
Post-impressionism J& E1 4 J§
Functionalism 3£ ¥ ¥

syntax I}/
sculpture Fff ¥
edifice X /&
portrait H

Platonic #HI B ¥ X &Y

trend Ul [ , 8 3
format #§ 5%,
classical fy BL#)

Impressionism E1 4R Ik
Expressionism &8 ¥ ¥
Aestheticism MESE F X

A e .
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Section D Relax Yourself

Dashing Chinese movie star Chow Yun-fa, hero of the kungfu epic Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon
(EMGZME ) says the key to staying young is stupidity. “You see I am very stupid. I don’t understand
or talk well. I take it easy every day. I am like an idiot. Be like this every day, and then you’ll look
young.” Chow, who looks younger than his 45 years, bantered at a news conference. “Don’t try to push
yourself too hard,” said the star. Well loved in Asia for his good humor, affability and total absence of
any airs, Chow was speaking at a news conference to launch a set of stamps and first-day covers issued by
the South American nation of Guyana and featuring him. The set includes six colorful stamps depicting

Chow in his various movie roles.



