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Hoisting the attendant's
coffin in the excavation
site of the tomb of Marquis
Yi
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Foreword

In 433 B.C. the carly Warring States period about
2430 years ago. one of Kings of Zeng State died, riding by
crane w ascend into heaven. This s wsomewhat conjectural
historical cvent we just know woday.

According 1o Shi Jiowe know that Jin Jing Gong. the
king of Jin State 1y the north of ancient China. died in the
vear hefore 433 B.Cand Chu Hun Wang, the king of Chu
State in the sowth of ancrent Chrna, dred in the vear atter 433
B.C. However, there leave behind not even a single word
about Marquis Yi of Zeng in the historical records,
Probably. itis the reason that the Zeng State is oo small, or
the social status of Marguis Y ranked below Jin Jing Gong
and Chu Hut Wang, Until the 19708 we know the name of
Marquis Y1 of Zeng and the date of his death by the discov-
ery of his tomb in Suizhou City. Hubet Provinee.

Whether in the East or West. the historcal evems that
happened around 433 B.CL i of great importanee 1o the de-
velopment of human culture. Karl Jaspers. a Gernan phi-
losopher of existentialism. point out that 1n this period, the
human's spirit basement was respectively simultaneously
and established i China, India, Fersia. Palestine and
Greece, which aroused the famous statement of "Axis Age

" He said. "We named this period as "Axis Age”, in which



many unusual events happened around the world. For
example, in China, Kongzi and Laozi were born ......"

Wen Yiduo, a great poet and scholar of China, also
noted that the civilization state, showed in different regions
in this period, foretold the develop ping direction of na-
tional culture, Since the division of the Jin State by "six
officials. the rising landlord class hase occupied political
superiority successively in various states and carried out the
feudal reform in politics and economy. wheh resulted in the
chang from the slavey 1o the feudalism in China. As Wen
Yiduo said, our culture was formed at the beginning of this
period.

The times that Marquis Yi lived in is at the middle pe-
riod of "Axis Age". The cultural feature reflected from the
funerary objects of the tomb of Marquis Yi is authentic de-
piction of the past life. Therefore, Marquis Yi and 10,000
pieces of funerary objects buried with him are of great his-
toric significance. Naturally, the discovery of the tomb of
Marquis Yi is attached importance by the historical circle.

Bronze Sheng-Ding tripod
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1.Tomb of king buried under red sandstone

The womb of Margues Y1 dating fonm the Sthcentury B
Cowas tound e Suizheu Gy Hober Provinee in 1977 and
wis exncinated by the archaeologists i 1978,

The structure and fayout of the chamber in the tomb
was designed according toamperial palace. The chamber
Faced south, and wuas divided into the castern, westen,
central.and northern parts.

The central and northern chamber v i the cenal Tine
af south-north direcnon: The castern and western chamber
stind on both sides of the central chamber as twe wing-
rooms, The four chambers are separated By owall which s
built up by piling up Tong square timber planks. There s a
stall hole m 30 centimeters high and 40 or 30 centimeters
wide m each partinon wall. The hole, ke adoor connected
cach chamber i ler the dead’ s soul go freely.

The cotfin of Marguis Yi was placed in the ecastern
chamber. The cotfin is made wp of tao parts inner col-
fin and vuter coffin painted with coloured drawmgs. The
outer coffm was Nived with bronze frame. There s o small
door apened in the lower part of outer coffin and o window -
shaped pattern painted on the side of inner coffin,

Obvivushy, the door and the window were the passageway
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Round pillar of the
Chime bell

for the owner's soul when he was quite eager to travel in
paradise. A bronze cranelike creature with deer antlers, next
to the main coffin, was the owner's transport means to
heaven. By this arrangement taken thonght fully by his fam-
ily and feudal officials, Marguis Yi would feel acting freely.

Eight attendant coffins were placed at the eastern side
of the main coffin while one dog-coffin at the western side.
A dagger-axe next to dog-coffin bore the inscriptions — "
the bed dagger-axe for Marquis Yi " . This weapon symbol-
ized as the imperial bodyguard of Marquis Yi. Probably the
young females aging around twenty years in the attendant
cotfins are be the maidservants of Marquis Yi.

The central chamber, as a hall, held a lot of bronze
ritual vessels and musical instruments. The excavation data
indicated that the central hall has ever heen robbed. a rob-
ber-hole in 90 centimeters in diameter pierced through the
plank at the northeastern corner of the central chamber. The
original placement of the funerary objects was disturbed
parily by robbery. Why did the robber not go into the cham-
ber and return in empty-hand? Probably, the underground
water in the chamber held back the robber.

Most of ritual vessels were placed in order at the south-
ern parl of the central chamber. while some were placed at
the eastern part, The famous [-shaped chime bells was set
up near the west wall, in the south of centrai chamber. and
occupied a hall area of the whole chamber. A set of chime
stonies was close to the north wall. Both the chime bell and
the chime stones formed a posture of three sides. There are
some musical instruments, such as Se-zither, Sheng-
windpipe, panpipe, and some drinking sets, lacquered table
laid up between the chime bells and the chime stones,

The sacrificial attendants in the western chamber may
be the musical player for Marquis Yi. They are younger than
those in the eastern chamber.

The northern chamber, as the storeroom, filled with
many weapons, horse-chariots. helmets. 240 pieces of bam-
boo slips were found in the northern chamber. It is a



funerary document recording about ohjects used in the fu-
neral ceremony and the scale of the funeral ceremaony. in-
cluding the component of chariot, chariot-person and all
kinds of vehicle outfit.

Although the King of Zeng State may not occupied an
eminent position among the states of East Zhou dynasty.
15000 pieces of relics he left provided unprecedented his-
torical clue for us. Moreover. these relics are of significance
in respect of metallurgy, music. art and astronomy. offering
extremely valuable dalas to us for researching in these
fields. In shor, the excavation of the tomb of Marquis Yi is
ane of the greatest archaeological finds in late half of the
20th century. The significance of this tomb far exceeds that
of any ancient tomb of the Eastern Zhou Dynasty discov-

ered so far.
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Tiger-shaped hook of
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Aerial view of the
tomb of Marquis Yi at
Leigudun, Suizhou. Hubei
Province.
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The excavation of the
tamb of Marguis Y is one
of the greatest archeologi-
val finds in late hal? of the
2tith century. Its influence
spread to the whole world.
The audience were wait-
ing to visit the exhibition
of the cultural relics from
the tomb of Marquis Yi
held in the Tokyo National
Museum in 1992
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The emperor and em-
press of Japan were watch-
ing the exhibition of relics
from the tomb of Marquis
Yi.
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Geographical area of
the Zeng stute during the
Zhou Dynasty
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