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UNIT ONE

THE STORY OF HELEN KELLER

A person who is deaf when he is bornm, is usually
dumb as well(@. There may be nothing wrong with his
mouth and tongue®@), but he cannot speak This is because,
as he is deaf, he can not hear other people, and
therefore has nothing to imitate, He may try to make
sounds himself, but he cannot hear his own voice How-
ever, even though he finds it@ difficult to speak and
cannot hear, he can see He can therefore learn to read,
Now he can also be taught to speak because we have
modern methods and equipment, but we did not have
these when Helen Keller was born,

Even with modern methods and equipment, however,
it is not easy for deaf childrento learntospeak,though most
of them succeed When a child is deaf and blind as well,
it becomes much more difficult, though even then it is
possible, Though Helen Keller was a normal child at
birth@ in 1880, she became very ill at the age of nine-
teen months, Although medical knowledge was not as
great then as it is now, she did not die but lost her
sight and hearing, As a result® she became dumb as
well, In spite of ® her parents’ efforts to teach her, at

the age of six she could not speak,



Then, in 1887, a teacher,Miss Sullivan,came to live
with her Though Miss Sullivan herself had been blind,
she had been partly cured, and although she could not
see very well, she was a difficult pupil at first, but in
a month Helen had learned how to understand signs
and how to make them herself, In time, in spite of her
great difficulties, Helen learned to read, write and
speak, even though she was deaf and blind, She even
went to college and had a full education, She wrote
many books,and though other people have written books
about her, her own books are the ones that best explain
how it feels to be deaf, dumb and blind®@. Her best
book is “The Story of My Life” Perhaps you have read
it, Though it was written in 1902, it still is a very in-
teresting book, Even if you have not read it, you may
have heard of Helen Keller,

NEW WORDS

imitate ['imiteit] ¢, Hify

cure [kjus] vf, A

equipment [i'kwipmont] #, #4%&
normal ['no:moal] adj, E¥H

NOTES

@ as well s
@ There may be nothing wrong with his mouth and

tongue, fBREAETERFEEHLAER.
2



There may be #iFH,
® it AEMARAERRES, RELEREE to speak,
@ at birth H{A4:mt
® as a result H 4R
in spite of ;%
@ that best explain how it feels to be deaf, dumb and
blind REEMN4], &H5 the ones (=the books), °

EXERCISES

I R\IEHE, ZRTHITTEADIZELE—TRE:

1.

n

3. Helen Keller became very ill

A person who is deaf at birth can’t

voice,

A deaf person is usually’ well,

of 19 months,

As Helen Keller became dumb
too,
In 1887, a teacher was Sullivan

came to live with her,
With the help of Sullivan, Helen learned to read,

write and speak even though she was deaf
blind,
. % The Story of My Life ” by
Helen Keller,
Have you Helen Keller if you

haven’t read ity
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1. He has no i in finding her home,
( difficult )
2. She is good at English, (speak)
3. China has launched a new rocket
(succeed)
4. The is of no use, (medical)
5. Tom has finished his exercises,
(write) .
6. Mary's of Chinese remains weak, (know)
I.RERYEE-NFEHEAGESARNEFZRRNEREY
FEH):
1. unable to speak d (4)
2. way of doing sth, m__ (6)
3. movable organ in the mouth t (6)
4, bring (a person) back to health c (4)
5. know the meaning of sth, u (10)
6. possibly; it may be P (7)
V. FEHE,

Mr. Smith and his wife arrived home late, for
their car had 1 They found that their house had
been 2 by thieves, They had 3 a window to
get in and the 4  pieces of glass were lying on
the ground, Looking up at the window, Mr. Smith
said, “They might 5 their- necks climbing up
there . ”

«] wish they 6 ,” replied Mrs Smith,



When they went inside, they found that among
other things the stamp-collection of their son had
been stolen,

“Qh, deary” said Mr, Smith, 4This will 7
his heart He will be here tomorrow when his school
8 for the holidays, We shall have to 9

the news gently to him 7

* * *
1. A. been broken B. broken down
C. broken out D. broke down
2. A. broken into B. broken
C. broken up D. broke
3. A, break B. broke
: C. broken D. breaking
4. A, broke B. break
C. breaking D. broken
5. A, break B. have broken
C. had broken D, broke
6. A. have B. has
C. had D. having
7. A. break B. beat
C. hit D. shoot
8. A. will be over B. is over
C. over D. was over
9. A, talk B. speak
C. say D. tell
V.BEFRSE - AFHER, EREREM, HXIER.



Len Cobbins was a farmer in the village w____
I spent my childhood, He was not a very good
farmer, and n had any money, That was be-
cause he never worked hard_ He said he didn’t care
a building his small farm into anything im-
portant,

One night somebody stole a lot of money f_
the post office, My f{father said, I’ll bet (478%)
it was old Len Cobbins, Poor old Len  he's
sure to be ¢ .” My father was right, Two
days a the robbery, Len showed up in the
village with a new car] He just couldn’t wait to
s the money, When the police asked him
where he got the car, he said he found it, Poor old
Len wasn’t the brightest man I e knew,

W07 Bt s

Mary’s mother was nearly seventy, and Mary and
her husband wanted to give the old lady a nice
birthday present, She liked drinking tea,so Mary ordered
an electric machine which made the tea and then wake
her up in the morning, She wrapped it up in pretty
paper and brought it to her mother on her birthday.
Then her mother opened the package, Mary showed
her how to use it,

“Before you go to bed,put the tea in the pot and
the water in the kettle, ” she explained to the old
lady,“and don’t forget to switch the electricity on,



Then, when you wake up in the morning, your tea
will be ready.”

After a few days, Mary’s mother rang up and
said, “Perlaps I’'m rather silly, but there’s one thing
I'm confused about, why do I have to go to bed to
make the teap”



UNIT TWO
THE SPEED OF LIGHT

In times past@ some scientists believed that light
could go from one place to another instantly, Others
thought it had a definite speed, About 350 years ago Galileo
tried an experiment, He placed two men about a mile
apart, Each man had a lantern@, Then, at a signalQ®,
one man opened the shutter and his light shone out, As
soon as the second man saw the beam, he uncovered his
own lantern, Standing next to the first man@), Galileo
tried to measure how long it took the light to go both
ways. He could get no definite result because,as we now
know, light travels much too fast to be measured® in
this way,

The first accurate measurement of the speed of light
was made only a little more than 100 years ago by a
French experimenter, but he replaced the men and their
lanterns with a fast mechanical shutter and a mirror
that sent the light back from a nearby hilltop, This ex-
periment was repeated by another French scientist, who
used a spinning mirror in place of the shutter, The
result was a speed of about 186,000 miles a second®—
not far from the more exact results of today®.

Some of the most accurate measurements of the speed of



light were made nearly 50 years ago by the American physi-
cist Albert Michelson®.He improved the spinning-mirror
method and sent a light beam back and forth between
two mountains that were 22 miles apart, After the in-
vention of radar, experiments were able to show that
radar signals travel exactly as far as light, This means
that the speed of light can be measured by electrical
methods, The best figure at this time is 186,282 miles
a second, Scientists think this cannot be off by more

than about 2 miles a second®.

NEW WORDS

instantly [’instentli] adv, Bp%|
apart [o'pa:t] adv, 4B

shutter ['[ate] =, ER

accurate [‘zkjurit] adj. HHN
measurément [‘meZomont] #, &
hilltop [‘hiltop] =, TR
spinning ['spinig] adj. FEFER
radar ['reide] n, THik

NOTES

@ In times past ZEit%, past /S EEH,
@ a lantern with a shutter %?ﬁiﬁi‘bﬁﬁmﬁ‘%ﬁ
® at a signal {5
@ Standing next to the first man ¥WEF—IAE, X
AAEE, ERER.
9



® much too fast to be measured Kt T LIFF &,

~ to be measured EAERXMBIABEBEER.

® about 186,000 miles a second k%&ﬁﬁ’w\ﬁn?%
5, 186,000 miles {#{Ef one hundred and eighty-six
thousand miles, v ‘

@ not far from the more exact results of today 54X

BB AR RS

Albert Michelson ['albat’mitfolsn] Pa{fi% « X 4I/RFF
(1852——1931), ZEPHE%K.

this cannot be off by more than about 2 miles a

second RERARCBEIBGPREER,

EXERCISES

I BEXENE, ANBLERERERK(AY ER) B
ﬁ%b‘%ﬂ@(mXﬁT)
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. In the past some scientists believed that lxght
could go from one place to another at once,

( )

. Galileo tried an experiment and piaced two men

about a mile away from each other, ( )

. Standing next to the first man, the second man

tried to measure how long it took the light to go
both ways, ( )

. The first accurate measurement of the speed of

light was made a bit more than 100 years ago,

& g )

. Some of the most accurate measurements of the



speed of light were made hardly 50 years ago,

6. After radar was invented, experiments were un-
able to show that radar signals travel exactly as
fast as light, ( )

1. ZERTHEERALEAIHZEE—IHT),

1. one’s best

2 one’s measure

3. high speed

4. n.xt sb, (sth.)

5. used to sth,

6. the same time

7. place of

8 _  soon as

| G5 EA

1. Seeing is .

A. believe B. believing
C. to believe D. believed
2. 4The” is a (an) ______ article,
A definite B. indefinite
C. Grect D, indirect
3. We shoud pronounce “result” as
A, [ri'san B. [ri’sult]
C. [ri'zalt] D, [ri’zult]

4., The word “imprere” means
A. make or becomn worse
B. make or become lg

C. make or betome more:

11



D. make or become better

5. The word “method” means

A, meaning B. mean
C. means D. to mean
6. He has two dictionaries, __ dictionary is
thick,
A, Each B. Every
C. Each of D. Every of
V . @30,

So far we have learned that the world is made of
matter, and matter, we are told, is i;enerally made
of molecules, A molecule is the smallest part of the
substance is still that substance, Molecule can
be broken into still smaller particles——atoms, _
example,a molecule of water can be broken up into two
hydrogen atoms and one oxygen atom, but if so it beco-
mes hydrogen and oxygen and is longer water,

Quite often atoms do not like going aroupd alone
and prefer company, Hydrogen atoms usuallv pair off
(A 2t)together and so oxygen atom-. A molecule
of hydrogen therefore consists of (¢4 two hydrogen
atoms, and a molecule of oxygen of tWO oXygen atoms,
V. RBESPIEER, ZRTFIFT(BNZAH— 1R

).

1. Can you explain - ?
(ra£%)

2. The sun is so big that

12



