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PREFACE

Duoyinzi{ characters of muliiple pronunciations} has been a bar-
rier in Chinese learning for foreigners for a long time. Take 1€ as an
example, it is pronounced as chéng, and sometimes as zhang. Dif-
ferent pronunciation means different rhings. Ancther example is 7.
When it is de, it is the most commonly used auxiliary word; but
when it is di and di, it means {ndeed and purpose respectively.
Duoyinzi is also difficult for Chinese students. Chimese Mudti-recd-
ing Characters without Tears aims 1o help you 1o learn Duoyinz: sys-
tematically at one time.

Chinese Muiti-reading Characiers withowt Tears 1s a supplementary
textbook for Chinese language learming as well as a brief reference bock.
It is suitable both for foreign students and Chinese students.

This handbock contains two parts, with the first part 126 char-
acters and the second 81 characters. Thesc characters are practical
and are classified according to The QOutline of HSK. The first part
contains commonly used characters while the second part includes
less used and rare ones. For convenience, cach characrer’s different
pronunciations are listed one after the other. Under each pronuncia-
tion, the meanings and the vsage can be seen. They include phras-
es, examples, pinvin and English translation. An exercise is ar-
ranged after each character. The second part of this book only has
phrases, pinyin and English translation.

We are grateful for Mr. Hu Hong, Ms. Wang Xiaovao and
some other friends who have offered their help in editing and trans-
lating this book.

Editors
January 2002
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Notes on the use of this book

. 207 multiple pronounced Chinese characters are included in this

book, each character with two or more pronunciations. The rext
ol the book is arranged aceording (o the alphabetic order, and the
pronunciations are in the tone order. i.e. the first tone, the sce-
ond tone, the third lone and the fourth tone. For the conve-
nicnee of the people who do not know Chinese characters, pinyin
is found in the text.

. English translation can be seen in the text except the excrcises

and some ballads attached.

. Each character under a pronunciation is explained and translated

into English. [ts words and phrases as well as the examples of
the use of the words and phrases are followed.

. There is a law of changing the {irst tone into the second tone il

two third tones happen to be one after the other. This case is not
marked in this book. However, you do find the changes of the
rone marks of “yi” and “bu” in this book.

. A character with a light 1one is not marked. A retrollexion char-

acter is added with a “r” in its pinyin and pronounced with a
light tone.

Some exercises are attached to the texl of each character, and a
lively ballad is seen after the exercises of some characters.

. An index of pinyin and an index of strokes of Chinese characters

can be [ound in both of the two parts of this book.
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