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CHAPTER 1}
Introduces! the Nickleby Family

THERE are people enough in the world, Heaven
knows?, but a man may live in a large city and look
in vain for® the face of a friend.

Mr. Godfrey Nickleby found London a lencly
place. He had not more than eighty pounds a
year but he decided to marry late in life, rather
than live alone any more. When his wife had
presented him with two sons, he found it harder
than ever to manage with his small income.

But one morning there came a letter to tell
him that his uncle, Mr. Ralph Nickleby, had
left him five thousand pounds. This was news
indeed, as this member of the family had taken
very little notice of5 his poor nephew during his
lifetime.

With some of this money, Mr. Godfrey Nick-
leby bought a small farm near Dawlish in Devon-
shire®. Here he retired to live a quiet life, taking

1. X R—4HF, BT EE This chapter, #| intro-
duces FIE= A frea s, 2. Heaven knows S GERMMGEAN
iE, - FARiE ). 3. look in vain for MR H (look
for F4k, in vain $ER), 4. marry late in lLife BE&58(%
B, R4 55). 5. take notice of Xf--Kils, 6.
Devonshire ['devnfic] 48 F(AEXERZHR).
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tare not to waste the rest! of his money, and grow-
ing as much as he could on his land.

When he died some fifteen years later, he
was able to leave to his elder son Ralph three
thousand pounds in cash, and to his younger son
Nicholas one thousand and the small farm. The
mother of the boys had died five years before
this.

These two brothers had been to a school
together in Exeter?, where they stayed during the
week. On their visits home they had often heard
- {from their mother long tales of how their father
had suffered in his days of poverty, and how rich
and important his uncle had been.

To these tales the boys listened with very
different feelings. Young Nicholas, who was timid
and quiet, felt warned to avoid the great world
and follow his father in a quiet country life. Ralph,
the elder, felt only the attraction of two ideas:
that riches® are the only true source of happi-
ness and power, and that it is right to get them
by every possible means®. Even at an early age,
Ralph put these ideas into practice® by lending his
pencils and toys at a good profit®, and it was not
long before he was lending money too. His
simple rule was “twopence for. every half-penny”,

1. the rest FARHN(ER, HE-EEMAESH the), 2.
Exeter ['eksoto] #2505 (M ZTUHE R TT). 3. rickes HE
(&R, BIMEH0. 4. by every possiblc means Fi—
£J7pE. 5. put ... into practice 3@ {FiE LN, 6. at a
(good) profit K ()il
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From what we have said of this young gentleman
the reader may think he is to be the hero of this
story, but this is not so. On the death of his
father, Ralph Nickleby had been working for a
merchant in London. Here his love of money
bad filled his mind and time so much that he
forgot his brother for many years,

- As for Nicholas, he lived a single life on his
farm until he grew tired of living alone. Then he
married the daughter of a neighbour, who brought
him a marriage gift of one thousand pounds.

When his son and daughter had grown to
the ages of nineteen and fourteen, Mr. Nicholas
Nickleby found that his money had been much
reduced by the cost of their education. He began
to wonder how he could increase what little he
had left?,

“Speculate with it,” said Mrs. Nickleby.

“Spec-u-late, my dear ?”* said Mr. Nickleby,
as though in doubt.

“Why not ?” asked Mrs. Nickleby.

“Because, my dear, if we should lose it,”
answered Mr. Nickleby, who was a slow speaker,
“if we should® lose it, we shall no longer be able
to live, my dear.”

“Rubbish I said Mrs. Nickleby. “There's
our scn Nicholas?; he’s growing up now »nd it's

1. what Httle he had left MFETFHOWCR) (Whit%
ARE, T that which, Little {84 what), 2. FiXE, shoud
FRBBIESBE, 3. Nicholas BEFRIMILE,RTHRA.
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