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On Li Luyuan’s “A Lantern by the

Forked Road” (“Qilu Deng”)
Abstract

“A Lantern by the Forked Road” was a masterpiece of the
fomous mid-Qing Dynasty novelist Li Luyuan, which
concentrated in depth on educational problems. This five chapter
thesis tries to make an exploration and research into the novel
from the following aspects:its creative interntion,its ideological
connotations,its aesthetic characteristics and its position in the
history of Chinese fiction. The first chapter,entitled“A Novel at
the Historic Moment ”, explains the subjective and objective
reasons for the emergement of the novelo at that crucial time. It
is acknowledged that this novel was based on the social life of
those days,seizing the opportunity of blazing new trails provided
by the literary evolution; and above all, the author’s family
background, life experience, and his ideology were the “most
obvious motivation”for writing this novel. The second chapter,by
the name of “The Principal Theme of the Novel”, focueses its

education. It searches

attention upon the novel’s main subject
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for and comments on the novel’s ideal about family education,
social education and school education,which were represented by
the numerous artistic images. Chapter three, named” The Sub-
theme of the Novel”, deals with the human relationships
permeating the main theme,and makes a study of the many levels
of ideological connotations implied in the novel, such as one’s
ideal for an official career, an echo of progressive trends and
thoughts, the exposure of corruption and backwardness in the
last years of feudalism, the profound meaning of the author’s
ideological transcendence and breakthrough revealed by the
characters, and the philosophicideas represented by them.
Chapter four is “The Aesthetic Characteristics of the NOvel”,
Which probes unprecedentedly into the novel’s artistry at four
different angles:its consummate craftsmanship of narration, its
consciousness of “unfitness for teen-agers”,its fishbone—like
arrangement of the figure chain, and the perfect unity between
innovation and fusion of the theme——the organic harmony of
novels about legal cases with those about human relationships or
education. Chapter five, “A Comparative Study of the Novel”,
holds that “A Lantern by the Forked road”and Jean—Jacques
kousseau’s“Emilius and sophia or a new system of education”are
comparable with each other,for both can be perceived as novels
of education, which arised in the East and West respectively
almost at the same time. Another comparison is made between“A
Lntern by the forked Road”, “A Rustic Old Man’s Remarks”
(“Yesou Puyan”)and “Loye Xianzong”. The latter two works
written by mere scholars during the period of Emperors KangXi,

YongZheng and QianLong in the Qing Dynasty as well. This
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chapter makes a comparative study of these books in various
approaches, and afterwards draws a complete, profound
conclusion about the ideological and artistic achievements or
limitations of “A Lantern by the forked Road”.

Key Words novel of education; novel at the historic
moment; many levels of ideological connotation; aesthetic

characteristics ;comparative study
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