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FOREWORD

For many years the name ot Soong Ching Ling (Madame Sun Yat-sen)
has been closely linked with the struggle of the Chinese people for their
national liberation. For just as many years she has been active on behalf of
peace and child welfare. Among her many activities was the founding in 1938
of the China Welfare Institute which has always been under her direct leader-
ship. At the beginning it was known as the China Defence League and from
1945 to 1950 as the China Welfare Fund.

The first ten years of this organization were spent in aiding the Chinese
people in their bitter struggles against internal and external enemies. In those
days, it launched medical and relief programmes, helped numberless orphans
and refugees, and participated in various other similar works. Since the
tounding of the People’s Republic of China, the China Welfare Institute has
concentrated its efforts on operating a group of projects in Shanghai devoted
to mother and child care and cultural activities among children.

This present emphasis of the CWI programme, which is concerned with
children from before their birth to the time they are ready to start out in life
for themselves, is directly in keeping with the position of importance occupied
by mother and child care and the education of our youngsters in the new China.
The Chinese people, under the leadership of the Chinese Communist Party,
having rid themselves of their oppressors, are in the midst of peaceful construc-
tion, gigantic in its proportions. Our aim is to build in a short period a socialist,
industrialized country with a high level of science and culture. This is what
we will bequeath to our succeeding generations. And it is so they can take up
their own part in this historic work of peace that today we bestow such loving
care and attention on our children. It is in these surroundings that the CWI
carries out its programme.
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YOUTH PALACE

The Youth Palace is known as *‘ our beloved home ” among the
Young Pioneers and school children of Shanghai. Here, many happy
hours are spent by over a thousand children every day. They partake
of a varied programme to stimulate sclf-confidence and creativeness.
According to their interests, they can join the * small groups” in
natural and physical sciences, art and handicrafts, dancing and music,
model aircraft and shipbuilding or many forms of sport. Thousands
of more children come to the evening rallies, where they make friends
with and ask their many questions of well-known labour heroes, famous
scientists and members of the arts.  Others dance around camp fires
or view the constellations from the Palace roof; still others enjoy group
dancing in the marble hall. There is a well-stocked library of over
50,000 volumes for those who want a quieter time.

At the Youth Palace, too, the children of Shanghai often meet
with friends who come from all over the world. Despite the differences
in language, customs and age, they soon find that an atmosphere of
peace and friendship makes old acquaintances of perfect strangers.

Days spent at the Youth Palace remain a bright memory for the
youngsters. It is here that they find much joy, and it is here, too,
that along with school and life itself, they prepare themselves for service
to their country and their people.
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....... all the peoples of this earth have the same

pursuit in life—to have peace and full lives for our
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In the marble hall, evening celebrations and group activities are held.
Here is a class practising group dancing.
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This is the Promenade of the Palace. Children rest here with a view of the
expansive lawn, or play chess and other games,
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Future navigators building model ships.
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The test flight after hours of patient labour.
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The final check-up.




LT/ B AF b2 B,

Members of a chemistry class conducting an experiment.
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What a beehive! What a lot of honey it will give us!
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A member of the horticultural group tends her charges.
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The gymnastics group.
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Striving for strength and grace.



