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PREFACE 3

preface ({7 =)

China is far away from the English-speaking countries and of entirely different histo-
rical and cultural background. The Chinese language and the English language differ
greatly. It is hard for English speakers to believe that in Chinese there is only one word for
she, he and it, although there are five words for the word ‘‘aunt’®> — the father’s sister
(gu), the wife of the father’s elder brother (bomu), the wife of the father’s younger sister
(shenmu), the mother’s sister (yi), and the mother’s sister-in-law, (jiumu). Likewise it is
difficult for Chinese to understand why there are so many tenses for a single verb in the
English language. They have been communicating well without them for thousands of
years.

Since a long time ago China has been communicating with the outside world. Accor-
ding to historical records, as early as 57AD, China established diplomatic relationship
with Japan. Communication with some other Asian countries had occurred even -earlier.
Economic and cultural contacts existed between ancient Greece, Rome and China, espivi-
ally after the opening of the silk road in the second century BC. However, systematic
study of foreign languages did not begin until 1862, when a translator-training school was
set up in Beijing by the Qing court. In the following year, a similar school was founded
in Shanghai. Prior to 1949, conditions varied in the field of English teaching in China.
In missionary and high-level academic schools, comparatively advanced teaching methods
were used. In regular high schools, more attention was given to reading, translation and
grammar. People having jobs in foreign companies and such places had more chances to
be together with native speakers, and communicted with them in what was called Yang-
jinbang English - a derogatory term which means erroneous language and bad pronunci-
ation. In the years shortly after the 1949 revolution, English was neglected and even re-
jected by some people. In schools where it survived, only' reading, spelling, grammar and
translation were emphasized. In the latter half of the 50s, language institutes followed the
model of the Soviet Union in teaching English: In those schools, beginners spent a lot of
time and painstaking efforts getting their pronunciation correct. Students were encouraged
to speak correct and idiomatic English, but listening, speaking, writing and reading were

taught separately. There were oral classes, listening classes, writing classés, extensive  rea-

ding classes, with a lot of concentration on what is called intensive reading course. Thes¢ ,

d
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1 FREFACE

lessons included texts, graminar, exercises and word study (sentences to show students
how to use a word or an expression). In the first half of the 60s, the government invited
more native speakers to teach foreign language in big cities. They brought with them
advanced methodology from the West. Innovation from Chinese teachers of English was
also encouraged. As a result, the English classrooms became very lively. At that time, the
direct method was introduced to foreign language schools and institufes; priority was
given to listening and speaking skills. The emphasis was on practice. The practice of

listening, speaking, writing and reading comes before the theory (grammar). Chinese are

- famous for Goagfu, which means a duration of time in which skill is attained through

strict training and hard practice. Gongfu, although has become a synonym for martial
arts, can be applied to many other fields. In English teaching, in some classrooms, a lot

- of time was spent in getting the lcarners into the habit of speaking correct English. Co-

riect propounciation and speaking habit were drilled into them. In the ten years of the
Cultural Revolution of 1966—1976, only political works in English were taught if teaching
was ever allowed. Teachers did not dare to teach everyday English lest they be repudiated
as acting contrary to the slogan ‘‘Putting politics in command’’. The error was corrected
by Zhou Enlai himself. After the cultural revolution, English teaching recovered, and
gradually bécame a great demand from the society. Now students of foreign languages,
regular university studenis, scientists, people who work in restaurants and companies,
even young workers are learning English. Television courses, radio lessons, part-time
shools are offering a great variety of opportunities for people. Different text books as
well as theories of language learning are being introduced to China. The problem we are

. facing now is how to teach English well to Chinese who do -not speak it jn their every

-day life. Even those who are learning it would not speak it except when at school because

their family and. reiatives do not understand ijt. Chinese are even less familiar with English

‘than- the British with French and Americans with Spanish.

To discuss the question, there are many factors which we have to take into coside-

ration. First of all, age. 1 personally taught English to children of 9 and 10 years old,
- teenagers, university students and in-service teachers of English whose age varied from 20

-to 50, They all behaved differently in the classroom. Secondly, people have different aims

- in learning English. Some are trained as interpreters. Some just want to speak simple

. terested in translating English into Chinese are more interested in reading comprehe

. correct way of speaking. Moreover to. teach beginners is different from
.. With some background of English learning. So dlﬁ“erent techniques
-according to different stages of iearning.

:English in order to do business with foreigners. Some scientists and those who are in-

nsion,

vocabulary, and the grammatical relationship between different parts of sentences. Those

who would become teachers of English pay more attention to correct pronunciation and

teaching people

shonld be adopted
,astly a specific technique may suit a specific

SR
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icadition. For example, to get Chinese students to use ‘‘she’” and ‘<he’’ correctly, dljills
have to be used. Without them, they will constantly get confused with the two words
while speaking in spite of the fact that they are fully aware “he’’ refers to a male and
“she’” a female. However, there is one thing that we always bear in mind — a language

is learned as a tool for communication. It is also acknowledged by all that a language

~ should be taught efficiently and with interest. It should be an art to teach and an interest

to iearn. Therefore techniques which suit local conditions have developed. We have also
been adopting whatever is useful to us from the English-speaking countries which, on
their part, are fully aware of the role they play in English-teaching abroad. In the Mo-
ray House College of Education in Edinburgh there is a large Centre for Education
Overseas. Every year teachers of Enpglish from various parts of the world including China
go there to study methodology of teaching English as a second or foreign language. The
staff of the Centre travel a great deal and have rich experience in teaching English abroad.
I am very glad to say that they are not neglecting China, a couniry with such a big
population and such a great demand for English learning. Hence the book <“Technique
for Efficiency”” became a collaborating project of two schools — Beijing Institute of
Education and the Moray House College of Education. The book is mainly a summary of
experiences of staff on both sides, showing the techniqueé they adopt to make English
teaching interesting while attention is being given to efficiency. They are just showing the
readers how without explaining why, bearing in mind, though, all the efforts are made
for students to communicate well in the English language. Some techniques zre adopted
directly for the purpose of communication, others, to remove obstacles in communicating
caused by the influence of the mother tongue. All the contributors sincerely hope that the
book will be helpful in some way to teachers of English in China and facilitate English
teaching here.

I sincerely thank principal Gordon Kirk and Mr. J. W. Morrison, director 'of the
Scottish Centre for Education Overseas, for their support in the, project and the ready
help they gave us. Principal Ni Chuanrong, Chairs cof Department, Yang Youqin and
Yuan Changhuan showed equal enthusiasm for the book. I also thank Mr Shaun McNally
Mr Billy Houserman and for the help they offered to the contributors,

Chen J ianing
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