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The shepherd and the lion

{Once upon a time a shepherd boy was
wandering far from home. He had lost his
way in the forest and as darkness fell he felt

very frightened and alone.
Suddenly a large lion came slowly out of
the trees towards him. The boy was just

about to run for his life when, to his great

surprise, the lion lay down, put his head on
his front paws and said:

“Don’t he afraid, 1 will not hurt you. I have a thorn in my paw. See, it is
deep and 1 can not get it out. ”

The lion came closer to the boy and raised his paw.

“Goodness, that’s too bad,” cried the boy. “Come here and I’H soen get 1t
out for you, It may hurt a little because I’ll have to use my knife, ”

The boy sat down and the lion put his paw gently on his knee while the thorn
was cut out.

“You will be all right now,” said the boy. “But try not to walk on it too much
at first, ”

“Thank you!” said the lion and without another word he disappeared in the
forest,

Some time later the boy was falsely accused of stealing sheep, In those days
the punishment for stealing was cruel: the judge ordered the boy to be thrown
among a group of wild animals,

The boy stood bravely as the animals were let out. The higgest lion of all

came towards him. Then, to cveryone’s surprise, it sat down in the sand, raised



its paw and bowed its head.

“Don’t you recognize me?” asked the Hon. “You helped me once in the forest
when my paw was hurt, See, it’s all right now. ” The other animals backed away,
seeing that the strongest of them all was refusing to fight.

“Let him go free!” shouted the crowd.

“Come here, shepherd boy,” said the king, “You and your lion shall both go
free.”

From that time on the lion and the shepherd boy never left each other but lived

as friends for the rest of their lives.
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I . Choose one of the words to fill in the blanks,
surprise refusing falsely alone left
lost bravely hurt disappeared wandering

1. Before the boy came, the shepherd boy was going from place to place

without any special purpose., He was far from home,
2. The boy couldn’t find his way in the forest. He his way in the
forest.

3. Because it was becoming dark, the boy felt very frightened and wanted a
Iriend to be with him. He felt
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4. A lion came towards him, but unexpectedly, it lay down. It gave the boy a

great
5. The boy helped the lion get the thorn out, but it brought the lion a little
pain because he had to use his knife, It a little,

6. Alter the thorn was got out, the lion thanked the boy and went into the
deep of the forest and soon no one could see it. He in the forest.

7. People thought the boy had stolen sheep, but in fact he hadn’t. The boy
was accused of stealing sheep.

8. The boy was thrown among a group of wild animals, but he wasn’t afraid.
He stood as the animals were let out.

9. The lion recognized the boy and didn’t fight with him. The other animals
went back, sceing that the strongest of them was to fight.

10. The boy and the lion were set free. They stayed together for the rest of

their lives., They never each other.
I. Find the best way to complete the following sentences with special expres-
sions, Write the letter of your answer on the line.

to be just about to do sth. =to be in the point of doing sth. ; tobe just going

to do sth,

1. Seeing the lion coming towards him, the boy when the lion lay down
and put his head on his front paws.

2. He when the telephone rang.

3.1 when someone called my name.
a. was just about to leave the room
b, was just about to get on the bus
c. was just about to run for his life

once = for one time; at some time in the past

4, The lion didn’t fight the boy because .

5. I don’t want to see the film because

6. We are good friends and
a. we go to swim together once a week
b, 1 once saw it with my sister
¢, he once helped it in the forest

N
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I . Understand the main idea. Choose the best answer.
1. When the lion came out of the trees, the boy was



a. drinking water b. playing with his friends
¢, wandering far from home d. looking after his sheep
2. The lion came towards the boy and
a. looked at him angrily
b. lay down and put his head on his front paws
c. wanted to eat him
d. went past him without a word
3, Which is true according to the passage?
a. The lion didn’t eat the boy because it was not hungry.
b. The lion had a thorn in its paw.
¢. The lion was frightened and ran away.
d. The boy helped the lion with a stone.
4. The boy wasn’t eaten by the animals because
a. the biggest animal was the lion he had helped in the forest
b. he won the animals
¢, the animals liked him
d. he ran away and the animals couldn’t catch him
5. The king let the boy and the lion go free because
a. the king was afraid of the lion
b. the crowd asked the king to do so
c. the king liked the boy
d. the king realized that the boy didn’t steal anything
II . Read each statement and decide whether it is true or false,

( 1. The lion said many words to thank the boy.
( 2. The boy was thrown among animals because he had stolen some-
thing.
( }3. The lion recognized the boy first,
( )4, The lion helped the boy 1o fight the other animals.
( }5. The boy and the lion were set free and they lived together since
then.
£ 7
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In the text, the boy helped the lion, and they became good friends. Do
you have many good friends? What are friends? How should good friends treat
each other? Write about your idea.



Text

The lion in love

Once upon a time a lion fell in love
with a farmer’s daughter and asked her fa-
ther for her hand in marnage.

The farmer was not pleased at all and
at first he didn’t agree. The lion looked so
angry that the poor farmer was afraid.

“I’ll have to think of something,” he

said to himself, “or this king of animals

will eat me and my daughter, ” The farmer
thought and thought and at last he knew what to do. He said to the lion;

“My daughter and I have talked about your proposal very carefully. We are
both very glad that you should want to marry into our poor family. But sir, what
great claws you have] What strong teeth! The truth is, sir, that my daughter is a
bit afraid of you—and what girl could not be? You are a very powerful, and
important person. However, I think that there is something that you can do about
it, If you have all your teeth drawn and your claws cut down, she will feel quite
safe. Then you’ll become the best husband in the world, I am sure, ”

The lion was really very much in love with the farmer’s daughter, so he went
away at once and found someone to take his teeth out and cut his mighty claws
down. Then he came happily back to the farmer’s house.

“Let me see your claws,” said the farmer. The lion held up his paws.

“Good. Now your teeth. ” The lion opened his mouth to let him see.

“Very good,” said the farmer. “Now 1’1l show you what T really think of
you!”

And the farmer took up his thick stick and drove the helpless lion back into
the forest.
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I . Choose one of the words to fill in the blanks,

proposal drawn agree marriage afraid
husband powerful stick helpless truth

. The lion loved the farmer’s daughter and wanted her to be his wife. He
asked her father for her hand in
- The farmer was not pleased and at first he didn’ t say yes, He didn’ t

. Being refused, the lion looked very angry, and the farmer worried that he
and his daughter might be eaten. The farmer was

. The lion was told that his offer of marriage had been considered. The farm-
er told him that he and his daughter had talked about his very care-
fully.

. The farmer said that they were glad to have the lion in their family, but the
true fact was that the lion’s claws and teeth were too strong, The

was that they were afraid of him,

. The lion was told that he was a person with great power and was of great
importance. He was said to he a very and ymportant person.

. The farmer told the lion that if he got his teeth out of his mouth and cut
down his claws, his daughter would feel safe. The farmer suggested that
the lion should have all his teeth and his claws cut down.
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8. The farmer said that he was sure then the lion would become the best other
half of his daughter. The lion would become the best in the world.
9. After the lion had his teeth drawn and his claws cut down, the farmer took

up his thick piece of wood. He drove away the lion with a thick
10, Without his teeth and claws, the lion could not get any help and could do
nothing. The lion ran back into the forest,
I. Find the best way to complete the following sentences with special expres-
sions. Write the letter of your answer on the line,
at last = inthe end
1. The farmer thought and thought and
2.1 kept on asking him and
3. He locked for his watch here and there and
a, at last he told me the whole thing
b. at last he found it under the table
¢, at last he knew what to do
at onice = immediately; at the same time
4, The lion loved the farmer’s daughter very much, and after he had heard the
farmer’s words,
5. I can either do my homework or watch TV, but
6. After he got home, .
a, he went to bed at once
b. he went away at once to have his teeth drawn and his claws cut down
c. I can’t do the two things at once

(&
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/2 Gomprehension

I . Understand the main idea. Choose the best answer,

1. The lion wanted to marry the farmer’s daughter. At first the farmer didn’t
agree because
a. he thought the lion’s teeth were too strong
b. he didn’t like the lion
c. his daughter already had a husband
d. he was afraid of the lion

2, According 1o the farmer, his daughter would marry the lion if he
a, had his teeth drawn and his paws cut down
b, brought more flowers to her
c. helped the farmer with his work



Lae

- G
¥ Waiiting

;
P

d. promised to be the best hushand in the world
3. What the farmer said was
a, true because he really wanted to marry the lion his daughter
b. true because he worried about his daughter’s safety
¢, not true because it was only his trick
d. not true because in any way his daughter would marry the lion
4, At last, the farmer
a. gave his daughter’s hand to the lion
b. beat the lion to death with a thick stick
c. drove the lion away with a thick stick
d, ran away from the lion with his daughter
5. At last, the lion went back into the forest because
a. he got the farmer’s daughter

h, he no longer had strong teeth and paws and couldn’t fight the farmer

¢. he didn’t love the girl any more
d. he thought the forest was the best place to stay
I. Read each statement and decide whether it is true or false,

( )1. The lion fell in love with the farmer’s daughter at the first sight.

( )2. The farmer told a lie in order not to make the lion sad.
( )3. The farmer didn’t agree because he didn’t like the lion,
(

)4, The lion believed the farmer’s words and had his teeth drawn and

claws cut down.
¢ )5. The lion was cheated by the farmer.

Imagine you are the writer of this story. After the lion ran back into the
forest, what happened next? You may choose either to write about the farmer
and his daughter or to write about the lion. Make up another story as the

second half of this story.



Two neighbours

Emily Mason and George Peters have lived
next door to each other as long as they can
remember. When they were little children, they
used to play together, They were good friends.,
though they sometimes fought over toys or quar-
reled about what game they would play. As they
grew older, they played together less. Emily pre-
ferred to be with girls, and George preferred to
play with boys. When they were about fifteen

years old, they almost stopped speaking to each
other, not because they had disagreed with each other about anything, but just
because they belonged to different groups. For one thing, Emily was developing
into a very good student, while George was more interested in sports. Emily had
begun to study French, and she liked French so much that she began to write short
plays in French, She also liked television programmes, and for some reason, she
enjoyed watching foothall games very much. Her mother used to say, “Emily,
I’ve never heard of a girl who likes football as much as you do. ” Mrs, Mason
simply did not approve of her daughter’s interest. Football, she felt, was for men
and boys.

While Emily was working on her French lessons or watching football games
on TV, George was working for his father in his store after school. He liked
selling things to people. Mr. Peters found George so helpful that he thought about
offering him a higher pay. When George wasn’t working at the store, he would
like to be with a group of his boy friends who were organizing a sports team.

In fact, it was football that brought Emily and George back together. When



(George was going home one afternoon, he looked in the window of Emily’s living-
room and he saw that she was watching a football game on TV. He walked up and
knocked at the door. Emily was surprised to see him, but she asked him to come
in, and they watched the rest of the game together. At some time during the
afternoon, George looked at Emily, and he noticed that she had become a very
pretty young lady. Emily and George are good friends again. They still have
different ideas about things sometimes, but they agree with each other that foot-
ball is the world’ s best game. Mrs, Mason doesn’t seem to disapprove of her

daughter’s interest in football as much as she used to,
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2. approve of; &k ; #7.

3. think about (doing) sth; # & ()L ¥,
4. belong to; & T.
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I . Choose one of the words to fill in the blanks.

preferred used offering knocked agree
belonged approve  fought organizing surprised

1. When Emily Mason and George Peters grew up, they no longer played

together as they were small. They to play together when they were
little children,

2. In order to get the toys, they sometimes had a fight. They sometimes

over toys.



