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CHAPTER 1

A HISTORICAL PROBLEM OF TEACHING
FCREIGN LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

In foreign language education, the importance of teaching of
foreign culture has been widely recognized. However, there are di-
verse propositions and arguments about the pedagogical treatment of
culture. How to teach culture in foreign language education is a
problem faced by language educators all over the world. The ques-
tion is rot simply a pedagogical one. It is very complicated since the
answer relies on our understanding of the relations between home
culture ind foreign cultures, the relations between language and cul-
ture, ar.d the role of foreign language education in a given cultural
and pol tical context.

In this opening chapter, we are going to have an overview of
the history of teaching and learning foreign language and culture in
China. China’s relations with foreign peoples and cultures have a
long and vexed history. At first glance, the teaching of culture in
foreign language education seems a purely educational or pedagogical
issue. 1dowever, if we consider the history of China’s foreign lan-
guage education, it is clear that the purpose of and, to a large ex-
tent, t1e cultural content in foreign language education have been al-
ways d>termined by China’s relations with other countries in the

1



