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Prologue

You may happen to be in such a dilemma: After learning Chi-
nese for quite some time and “knowing” a lot of characters, or
even being your teacher’s “pride” in class, however, once im-
mersed among local Chinese, or pick up a Chipnese best scller rec-
ommended by your Chinese friends, you’ll still find yourself total-
iy lost. “There’s nothing to say between us” (women lia mei shuo
de)? What does it mean? And what does “then you see outside” (ni
zhe jiu jian wai l¢) mean? You do know the meaning of cach
word, but it simply doesn’t convey any idea to you when put to-
gether. Dictionary offers no solution, so you resort to your tcach-
er, only to find surprisingly that such a short expression could end
up with a long lecturc.

Forget it] Let me now offer you a pocket book— Chinese Id-
ioms and Colloquialisms Without Tears which serves the very pur-
pose of hclping you understand those expressions or sentences that
arc made up of all words you know yet combine to make a puzzle
and got no where to find in dictionaries. These expressions are so
colloquial that even a child could use it freely; they are also so
funny that they can produce such an effect: uttered by a foreigner
could immediately gain him or her local Chincse’s respect, for
you’re speaking in their own way, with their particular touch of

humor.



What on earth are those expressions? I mean how shounld we
give them a proper definition in terms of linguistics: arc they id-
ioms? Or slang? Or just pet phrases? They are, and they are not.
Let’s just give them a new and ambigucus name—idiomatic expres-
sions. They fall into two parts in this book: scction onc is idiomatic
patterns/expressions, while section two is figurative slangs.

One thing we’d like to point out is that thesc are only part of
the classified “idiomatic expressions” , but a well-chesen part, and
the reason why they are picked out is being commonly wsed, sim-
ple and colloquial.

We are surcly aware that there are must be some deficiencies
in our hastc compilation of the book. But it is our sincere hope
that you as the reader should join with us to enrich and perfect it,
and hua shuo hui lai (of course), we also hope that you will like
this book.

Hu Hong
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in the ordinary course of events; normally; legically
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This patters is wsed to intvoduce g fact that is coutravy to

what it worwally ov logically should be. something weird.
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Ex.1. Lao Wa retired with a monthly pension of more than 500
yuan, plus 200 yuan’s allowance supporied by his son. He

should have enough to live on, but how come he keeps on bor-
rowing money from others?
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Ex. 2, The market is only two bus stops away. Normally he should be
back by now, What could have happened to hold ber up?
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Thank you for your great help,



