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PREFACE

AIM

For most foreign students of Chinese, the measure words are perhaps one of the major problems to deal
with throughout their studies. It is either because there are so few equivalents of Chinese measure words in
the students’ respective mother tongues that the students simply have no set notion about them, or because
the students can only gain access to a limited number of measure words in their textbooks, which often lack
a way for them to learn the rest of the commonly-used measure words systematically.

Learning Chinese Measure Words is specially designed to help foreign students solve this problem. It is
intended mainly for learners of Chinese language and grammar and for those who require particular help in
broadening their knowledge of the connotations and the diffetent uses of Chinese measure words. The book
can also be used by those inventive Chinese language teachers who ate interested in using the audio-visual
approach in their teaching as a surce book for making slides and video-recording scripts.

CONTENTS

The 143 most commonly used measure words have been selected for this book, including individual
measure, gfoup measure, partitive measure, container measure, temporary measure, quasi—measure and
action measure words.

Nearly 300 situational passages and dialogues with more than one hundred itlustrations in the book are
designed to show the measure words in their usual context. These passages and dialogues will encourage stu-
dents to become familiar with the different uses of Chinese measure words. Considering the fact that moast of
the readers of the book are just elementary learners, the passages have been prepared using simple language.
The word order follows a simple pattern and the sentences are short and easy to understand. The vocabulary
range of the passages and dialogues is based on the 967 words appearing in the first three volumes of the Ele-
mentary Chinese Readers (Beijing Language Institute, Published by Sinolingua in 1979). Besides the basic
967 words, about 300 new words are supplemented with the intention of enlarging the readers’ working vo-
cabulary.

LAYOUT

Each measure word entry is followed, if necessary, by four parts;

1. An explanation in English.

2. Situational passages or dialogues.

3. Other example phrases.

4. New words.
Some entries are provided with additional notes on usage. When an entry has more than one meaning,

the meanings are numbered in sequence and followed by the same four parts.

The Author
November, 1989.
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An Alphabetical List of Measure Words
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bén
bi
bidn
b

céng

ARALBKKIKR o WEEWEC

chéng
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v 1. Individual measure for things with a handle.
ba e

" X

(DREFWER/NTIIL, —BESRE  (1)W0 yodu liang ba xizodaor, yi ba

T, —EREET. PENERKREL  shi Zhonggud dao, yi ba shi Figud

. EETTREHAEARY. . ddo. Zhonggud dao shi wd mai de,
Fagud dao shi péngyou song géi wé
de.

C)TEWT sﬁgﬂg%iigTﬁﬂﬁz (2)Xia yu le, mama cong jia li nale
E2REET NEDERITO,M  lidng bd sin qu xuéxido ji€ haizi, gang
mET. z6u dao xuéxido ménkdu, yu jiu ting

le.

(DXAHEH 1I8HET, A/ (3) Zhége jiaoshi ydu shiba zhang

HI5BBF . RIBERIBLHF  zhudzi, kéhi zhi you shiwii bd yizi.
e Women zai qu ban san bi yizi l4i ba.
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(DHFRPEEPWE T+, —3B KB (4)WG jigjie you liang ba jianzi, yi ba
F.—W/NET, AKX FEAK dajianzi, yi ba xido jianzi. Ta yong

kR, /N FRIFEH da jianzi cai yifu, yong xido jianzi jian
zhijia.
(5) A: HET —IBHR, (5) A; Wo ditle yi ba yaoshi.

B: H'Z.‘EH%? B.
A: RITHRE. A
B: ﬂ‘]jﬂﬁ@.!_'*ﬂa%*ulﬁ%;ﬁ B.

RARE o

A: B REERF. A

Shénme yaoshi?

Da mén yaoshi.

Gangcai jiandao yi ba, bu
zhidao shibushi ni de.

Shi ma? Wo qu kankan.

| 8

e, BT —EEE BEE. EOT. EET BHF R

N, —EBRF —EBIRE;, —EFT — B4R



song
san
jié
F jidnzi
cai
jian
H zhijia
8. {HiL yaoshi
9. ¥ jidn
10. &1 sud
11. B+ shanzi

SO MO W D

&

give as a present
umbrella

meet

scissors

cut out

cut, trim
fingernail

key

find, pick up
lock

fan \

A

12. B
13. R
14. 5} ¢
15.
16. Hi-F
17. {5
18. R+
19. /NEEE
20. &F
21. 5T

tidozhou
chahi
shaozi
shuazi
shizi
suanpan
chizi
xidotigin
flzi

juzi

whisk broom

teapot

ladle, scoop

brush
comb
abacus
ruler
violin
axe

saw

2. Bunch; partitive measure for things of the same kind fastened together.

This usage is often typified by a retroflexion of the vowel.

A: REFHAT?

® x

B: LT —BHE. FHENY

B
REHLT?

A, ﬁgZ‘T—ﬁﬁ%!

.

_'Eﬂiﬁ H _-E.ﬁ¥;

—£F

—BEHE

A . Ni mai shénme le?

B. W0 madile yi bar bocai, lidng bar

xidoludbo.

Ni mai shénme le?

A; W5 maile yi jin pinggud, yi bar
xiangjiao.




& #

0 E bocai spinach 4. 851 xianhua fresh flowers
2. /¥ B xi#oludbo radish 5. 8F kuaizi chaopsticks
3L.EX Xiangjido banana 6. M guamian fine dried noodles
3. Handful; partitive measure for the quantity of things that can be held in
one hand.
PMEEEET . RBXIMT —B Xidopéngyou yao zou le, wo you

BREMMONE, EFR “B  zhuale yi ba ting fang zai ta de koudai

T

li. Ta xidozhe shuo. “Xiéxié ayi. ”

H B

—k, —BEL, —®EEX, —BIEF: —BLTF; —E&

1. A%
2. %
3.4
4. X

& i
koudai pocket 5. 5F  douzi beans or peas
mi rice ’ 6. LT guazi melon seeds
hudshéng peanut 7. 8% qian money
huashéngmi shelled peanuts

4. Individual measure for certain persons, especially for those with special skills,

or for some abstract nouns or nouns with rhetoric effect.
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BEBFTRFEILR—ELH

FiL.pftaMaT . HaBTH
REF U AR R FERERRTT .

]

&

swra

haoshour, ta shénme dou hui gan,

shénme dou gan de hén hao, zuo fan,

xi yifu, yangyang dou xing.

1

—BELGHBRAN-BELT); —BAKETERLAD;

HIL): —WHEZE—BH); —BELE-LELT);

EREF;, —BEF; —BAET L

3
1.F gan do,work
2. &ML hubr work
. HFFI hioshéur sb. good at doing
something, task
master
44T xing capable, competent
5. B3k glitou bone, skeleton

(W]

A
6. h§ ligi
7. 3L jinr

8. HEM  liliwaiwai

9. B F néngshdu
10. #k fang hud

Here {8 can be preceded only with the numeral —, except for “hud K.

5. Grip; measure for an action done with the hand.

— B ILCERIn—IE
—BF (EESM—EF) —

physical strength
strength, energy
both inside and out-
side the house

dab, expert

set fire to



1L B

ERRART , REBREU
—HHEK B TFRERT —£ L,
A IR .

Zuotian tian tai ré le, wdé huidao
jiali yihou, xian qu cale yi ba lian,
ranhou you héle yi ping qishuir, zuo
xialai liangkuaile yihuir, cai chi

wanfan.

AT—E WL

1.5 la give a helping hand

A
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t&

X (MEARMRFDGER
—#HH+A AU EE A, A
EFEAN, M HEANEHZAE
KFIN,

1. Class: group measure for an organized body for stndyving or working.

=

Zhe (v1) bun xucsheng dou shi
xue Hanyt de, vigong vou shi ge ren,
si gc Faguorén, liang ge Mciguoréen,
yi ge Yingguoren, hai vou san ge

Yidali rén.

—MERAN; FHAL



& i

. & yuan the originai, the
former
2.5 rénma petsonnels staff

2. A run, flight, etc. ; individual measure for workers in shifts or for scheduled

service of communication.

" &

A TEA,SKBEE LA 2

B: 5 &2,

A R T A KSR R
B: kB K.

A: RMEZEFLA?

B: F 11 8,

A B

BB

g

2>

: Qingwen, tou ban cheé ji dian

kai?

: Wu dian ban.

: Gan zao qi dian de hudcheé lai

de ji ma?

Lai de ji.

. Mo ban ché dao ji dian?

Dao shiyi dian.

. Xiéxie.

T—#%; T-HtH BE M EROFE-REE=MHLE

£ i

1. 3 fa] gingwén excuse me, may 1 | 4. &
ask 5. &

2.k tou first 6. {8

3.kBE laidej be able to do sth. '
in time

mo last
gang sentry , post
déo change, exchange



(1) A: XJUBJLBHE T, IRIZ

N A
B. REANVZH?
A: KB, RIZAT.
- B ﬂat’ﬂ,‘hﬂ@u

(2) A: IREAT?
B. it T&.
A IRIZJLIBFRIE .
B. JLMELRE I 7
A RfE, Rez LR .

1]
BRI IL
k3
1. & suan sour
2. Bt F duzi belly, abdomen,
stomach
3. 35 sudn garlic

w X%

(D

bén (r) ;& Petal ; segment; clove; individual measure for segment or section or division of
fruits, flowers, or corns, etc.

A . Zheér you ji banr jozi, ni
chibuchi?

. Ni zénme bu chi a?

> W

. Tai suan, wo chi bu lido.

o

: W0 yé pa suan.

(2) A. Ni zénme le?

4. K&

5. 4]

B. Wo duzi téng.

A Ni chi ji banr suan ba.

B. Ji banr suan jit néng zhi bing
ma?

A. B xin, ni chi ji banr shishi.

bl xin if you doubt my
word
qié . cut, slice




Gang; band; clique; group measure for a crowd or a group of people.

bang #F

& x

fb B T — ey 7, W Ta zhdodaole yi ge anjing de

%%Fﬂéﬁ:ﬁe@%%T“ﬂd\% difang, gang yao zuo xialai kan shu,

AL FELSE T AT UM, iR 4K,  haran laile yi bang xiaoxuésheng, zai

_‘%@:P}@,}Fjﬁﬁ“j’ N ta piangbian you da you nao. Ta hén
shénggi. naqi shiibao jiu zou le.

Bl 1

_'#;ki '*#?BE?; _'#ﬂ\ﬁ; —‘ﬂﬁiﬁ

£ i
1. B4 shibdo satchel 3. Wik litmang rogue, gangster
2. R huaidan . bad egg,
scoundrel
=3
See “qan #E”.
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(2) BEHIR R L, 4T H 525 Rk

CRKRRTET L A EREe

AEAC AR TE 52 o

8
—fgkX; —afE —'8KE;

(10 &); —kaH

4
1. B FE chofing kitchen
2. ¢t chaye tea, tealeaves
3.§TH dasio sweep, clean
4. KXk dami (husked )rice
5. W4t mianhua cotton

tied up or fixed in bundies.

— T

Bundle; bale; parcel. container measure for a number of things wrapped or

x

(1)Ta zoujin chiufang, bd gang mai
huilai de yi bao chaye, yi bao baitang
hé yi jin jidan fang zai zhudzi shang,

jit kaishi zuo fan le.

(2)Xingqitian zaoshang, ta dasao ‘.
fangjian jiu xigi yifu lai le. Xile yi
shangwil, cai ba na bao. zang yifu

xiwan.
5]
—wEL; —BECOT); —BkE
i
6. Bt binggan biscuit. cracker
7. 54 didnxin light refreshments
8. 1 yan cigarette
9. ki hudchai match



