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NOTICE.

) B e Gl e Feel T

To All Forcign Missionarics. Merchants and Other Re-
sidents in Pcking, greeting :

The unexpected disturbance last night on the part of aseetion
of my-soldiers has fillel me with much sorrow. It s one of my
chief dutics tosee to it that order is preserved in the Capital and until
last nicht T was uniformly successful.  To vou, strangers in a strange
land, T wish in particular to convey my sincere regret for the untow.ard
incident and the very natural anxicty that vou felt.  Every measure
and precaution is now taken to prevent the recurrence of such a

disturbance.

(Signed) Yuan Si-xan

Provisional President of the Republic of China.

Pcking, March 1, 1912,
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George Emest Morrison was a pioneer in the history of Sino-Australian cultural
cxchange. During a 24 year period in China, Mormison distinguished himself as a lifelong
friend to the Chinesc people, and a staunch supporter of engagement with a China that was
undergoing significant and difficult social, political and economic change. Mormson’ s
diverse interaction with China, from adventurer to reporter to political advisor, gave him a
unique perspective into the multi-layered China of the late Qing Dynasty and the early
period of the Republic of China.

Morrison was one of many Australians to be tom between these two vastly different
countries. Even on his deathbed, Morrison felt a need to be in China, feeling intensely
the contradiction of being a citizen of two countries but belonging to neither. Although the
influence of British colonial impenalism was keenly felt through his life and often reflected
in his reports, he nonectheless, was so strongly attached to China that he would have
preferred to have died there.

Mr Warren Ker of the Australian Chamber of Commerce in Melbourne reported that
Morrison was able to reveal to the world “a power of which most the world had scarcely
dreamt and, which must develop and make its influence felt in the history of the world and
its international discourse. Momison's candid and forthright reports planted the seeds of a
lifelong fascination between the two countries. ”

“Morrison of Peking” is an important historical work, a work which will help to
reinforce the friendship between our two countries, and which provides valuable historical
information for the mutual understanding of our two cultures.

We are grateful to the efforts being made by Fujian Education Press and the many
historians and linguists who contributed to this translation and the cammitment they have to
the ongoing work of Sino—Australian friendship. The translation of Cyril Pearl’s important

work will reinforce this friendship and will make a meaningful promotion to cultural

Scan Kelly g‘—z’f)

Counsellor, Public Affairs and Culture
Australian Embassy Bet)ing
June 2003

exchange.
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