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Chapter 1: What Is the WTO?
(WTO 2+ 4?)

1.1 WTO: What Is It? (WTO: EZ{t4?)

NEFIE: A T &3 WIO 4R, o, R ILIRE, R
ZerEl, AR, BRBPRALE GATTH A Z2FRTT — RN LRk
A4, FlEr, ATt WIO BF #f B 69 = A £ 204038 (KSR
. BFERH. R FHAY) #4TT RNENKE, KA WIO
RERSDRHHENE L,

1. WTO: the only global intemational organization dealing with the
rules of trade between nations”. (WTO. & b k— &b BH A [F K H
X 2 [) B2 5 A0 0] ey [0 o P 2 41

The World Trade Organization ( WTOQ ) is the only global

international organization dealing with the tules of trade between nations.

O The terms “nations”, “nation”, “country” or “countries” as used in this text and the

Multilateral Trade Agreements are to be understood to include any separate customs territory
Member of the WTO. (AHBEMM "HEK", "HE", “RAR", “@HAH" §£
WL R ERRRA T RAMyE, B L, RFFAM, A& wWTo sl FAIHE &
B, pEEE, PEBRITAPEGIE.)



Al its heart are the WTO Agreements, negotiated and signed by the bulk
of the world’s trading nations and ratified in their parliaments. The goal is
to help producers of goods and services, exporters, and importers conduct
their business.

WTO is one of the results of Uruguay Round, and was established in
the light of the Marrakesh Agreement Establishing the World Trade
Organization, which is included in the Final Act Embodying the Results
of the Uruguay Round of Muliilateral Trade Negotiations. The Marrakesh
Agreement Establishing the World Trade Organization was concluded on
15 December 1993 and signed at the Marrakesh Ministerial Mecting, on
15 April 1994. Tt constitutes the principal result of the Uruguay Round
and incorporates, in its Annexes, the multilateral Agreements on trade in
goods including the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, the General
Agreement on Trade in Services, the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects
of Intellectual Property Rights, the Understanding on Rules and
Procedures Governing the Settlement of Disputes, the Trade Policy Review
Mechanism, and, for those countries having accepted them, the
plurilateral trade Agreements.

2. Established: 1 January 1995 (J37: 1995 1 H 1 H)

After a period of intensive activity, and a vigorous debate on
international trade policy in the capitals of many countries participating in
the negotiations of the Uruguay Round, the Marrakesh Agreement was
ralified by a large number of countries, including the main trading
pations, in time for its entry into force on 1 January 1995.

3. 144 Members by December, 2001 (8% 2001 412 3, H{H
144 R BL)

By December, 2001, the WTO had 144 Members. At the same
time, the WTO had more than 30 governments Observers which were in
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the process of acceding to the World Trade Organization, and 7
international organizations observers to General Council. The aim of the
WTO is—as clearly indicated in its name—to be universal .

4. The Secretariat: around 500 staff, headed by a Director-
General, based in Geneva (Bh354k: AZY4 500 &4 {5 A&, HBA
TS, STHANR)

Provision is made, in Aricle VI of the WTO Agreement, for the
establishment of a Secretariat and the appointment of its Director-General .
It was agreed by Ministers that the GATT Secretariat would become the
Secretariat of the WTO. At present it has approximately five hundred staff
members. The WTO Secretariat is based in Gene_va, Switzerland, at the
Centre William Rappard .

5. Successor to GATT (&% S E Mg A&E )

Although the WTO is oot, formally and legally speaking, a successor
agreement to the GATT 1947 in the sense of the intemational law of
treaties, the WTO multilateral system as such can be considered the

successor to the former GATT system. Wider coverage and a genuine

thrust for universal participation, however, make the WTO system clearly
distinct from the old GATT system.

The World Trade Organization, as the GATT before it, is the
comerstone of the multilateral trading system. The WTO provides the
institutional framework for a unique system of rights and obligations for
trade in goods and services and for certain aspects of intellectual property

underpinned by rules and procedures for the settiement of disputes.

(1) Trade in goods (¥ %)



The multilateral Agreements on trade in goods, including the
country-specific schedules of tariff concessions and commitments on non-
tanff barriers, are an integral part of the WTO Agreement. They provide
detailed rules on how WTO Members may regulate access to their markets
or give support to their own traders.

(2) Trade in services (JR& % 5)

Intemational trade in services is, for the first time, covered by a
multilaterally negotiated agreement, the General Agreement on Trade in
Services. Commitments negotiated in the Uruguay Round and included in
the country-specific schedules of specific commitments annexed to the
GATS by WTO Members cover a wide range of domestic regulations
affecting services sectors. They provide a basis on which international
trade in services should develop further and provide WTO Members with
new opportunities for the export of services and for access to efficient,
internationally traded services.

(3) Protection of intellectual property rights (CHIP ™= HUARS)

The Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property
Rights (called the TRIPs Agreement) provides a new international system
for the protection and enforcement of intellectual property rights. It is in
part based on existing international Agreements and conventions
administered through the World Intellectual Property Organization, but
also contains rules applying basic GATT principles of non-discrimination

and transparency and requires Members to provide effective means for

enforcing trade-related intellectual property rights.

Some fact files about the WTO as follows:
® [ocation; Geneva, Switzerland
6 :



