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REFACE

Situated in the Beijing- Tianjin corridor, the emerging city of Langfang is noted for its foodstuffs,
textiles and building materials. . r

It not only has fertile land and abundant products but also a long history. In ancient times Langfang
was under the jurisdiction of the Kingdom of Yan. one of the Seven States during the period of the
Warring States (403-221 B.C.). At present it is under the administration of Hebei Province. In the
Ming Dynasty (1368-1644) Langfang was a small village. In 1897, the 23rd year of Emperor Guang Xu's
reign of the Qing Dynasty. the Beijing-Shanhaiguan Railway was built through this hamlet and a station
wis set there. Since then it began to develop and prosper.

After the founding of NewChina, Langfang has gradually grown into an important gate of the region
for interflow with the outside world. Over the last decade state and provincial scientific research instit-
utes. higher education institutions as well as large and medium-sized enterprises were set up there one
after another owing to its favorable geographical conditions and transport facilities. After Langfang was
made a city in 1982, its development was accelerated. Its population increased by ten thousands a year.
4 As a result, it has grown into a multiphase open city in viewof the occupation of its residents. the var-
1 iety of institutes and organizations and the many different trades.
| Langfang has grown froma hamlet into a modern city with blocks of multistory buildings. rows of
shops and factories. and asphalt roads running in all directions. The streets are lined with trees which
provide pleasant cool shade in summer and the open spaces. are planted with grass and flowers.

: Visitors are deeply impressed by the attractive appearance of the city-the busy downtown district. the

gardenlike Dongan Bazaar. the palatial Langfang Hotel. the impressive Worker’s Cultural palace. the

quiet recreation centre for retired veteran cadres, the neat and tidy restaurants with local-flavored cuisine

and the gardenized factories, schools. hospitals and office buildings. Visitors are equally impressed by the
beautiful surrounding countryside which has mild climate, picturesque: scenery. rich natural resources,

I Juxuriant forest and fertile cropland. No wonder Langfang is praised as “the most beautiful spot in the
North China plain” and “the pearl in the Beijing- Tianjin corridor. ”

Encouraged by the policy of reform, opening to the outside world and enlivening the domestic eco-
nomy. Langfang forges ahead by making full use of its favorable geographical location. Situated in the
overlapping zone of economic radius of Beijing and Tianjin, Langfang adopts the following principle of
development: “Relying on Beijing and Tianjin, serving Beijing and Tianjin, turning in the direction of
the whole country and entering the international market. »  This proves to be the best way for develop-

ing a city-suburb economy for Langfang.

At present. Langfang has established lateral coordination with 23cities apd provinces and attracted
investments fromeight countries and regions including the United States, Japan, ltaly, the Federal Rep-
ublic of Germany. Singapore and Hong Kong.

At this time of unprecedented prosperity. the entire people of Langfang are redoubling their efforts
to build this city in the Beijing-Tianjin corridor more beautiful and prosperous so that it could attract
an increasing number of wisitors and entrepreneurs.

-

: N
Mayor of Langfang (ol S creasw
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