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LT LEI P Architecture

Japanese hotels plunged into full-scale development in the
1960s although their targets were overseas guests. Business
hotels mushroomed in the following years to meelt the
domestic demand. Kansai District, especially Osaka, saw
expansion in time with the 1970 Osaka Expo, which triggered
a similar trend in smaller local cities. Despite serious
business recession due to oil crisis in the carly 1970s, the
living environment and awareness of the Japanese people
underwent drastic changes prompied hy accelerated
prosperity of cconomy. The number of Japanese staying or
partyving at hotels increased drastically and gave birth to
diversified tvpes of hotels.

In the beginning of 1980s, socioeconomic changes affected the
direction toward which Japanese hotels were heading for.
Tourist population suddenly increased with progress in the
transportation systems, particularly introduction of rapid
trains on Shinkansen and jet planes and improyved airport
facilities. Motorization thanks to well-organized road
network throughout Japan also changed travellers' way.
Hotels, amid these changes, offered ideal pleasure to the life
of Japanese people, bringing them affluence. Along came
diversification of hotels with multiple functions to serve
varied needs of guests. This trend was brought about by
changes in the "value system’’. As life became fulfilled in
economic terms, they were prompted to seek what was really
worth for them instead of mere materialistic satisfactions
ensured by the standardized mass production. In other
words, people began looking for "romance’ and amenitics in
life. The incipient change occurred in the quality of hotels
which in turn led to expansion and diversification of the
market, and to development of multiple functions in hotels,
Where the department stores were functioning as the center
for physical distributions, hotels functioned as the focus of
modes of life in the community.

New hotels were built one after another in local cities, and
urban rejuvenation projects centered around complexes with
hotels as their key tenants. These hotels function as the
community center as well. Hotels ofter diverse functions as
shopping malls, banguet halls, restaurants and bars,
membership clubs and fitness centers. Hotels grew in size
and scale. Once small guest rooms now compare to those of
the western countries, and many twin rooms are now larger
than 30 square meters. The trend for all-suite hotels seen in
the United States is also emerging in Japan.

With the so-called "doughnut" phenomenon where the
downtown became sparsely populated, a network of hotels
now link Tokyo's perimeter along the Yamanote Line. the
fink further extending toward satellite cities in the Great

Metropofitan Area, In Urayasu pear Tohyvo Disneviand new
hotels have mushroomed constituting a urban resort. The
arca spans from Makuhari to as far as Narita, and Ariake,
Shibaura and Reclanation Avea #13 along the Tokvo Bay, In
Kansai area, Construction of the new international airport
prompted hotel development in Osaka, kobe and Sakai.
Hotel construction projects along the Setonaikai Inland Sca
and on the Awajishima Island are also active.

In 1987 Comprehensive Resort Arca Devclopment {an
tResort Law) was enacted ealling for international
harmonization and the Mackawa report and sthers stressed
the need for domestic demand expansion, improved welfare
programs, to force the Government into full commmitment in
resort development and increased domestic demands. This
move prompted the local government to herald resort
projects, and many have been approved. Such projects
naturally envisage resort hotel constructions, and are now
entering the implementation phase. notwithstanding the
collapse of "bubble’ economy.

Turning our eyes to the future resort development in the
context of the current sociveconomic situation, the apparent
trend is that elements of leisure will play an extremely
important role in people’s lite both in time and space. This
inevitabhy means facilities of lareer scales,

Urban development is the environmental deyelopment which
calls for concentration, efficient utitization and joint uses of
various resources. The resort development. on the other
hand. must incorporate into daily lite the vast nature which
used to be alien to our ordinary life 1o complement the
modcern urban environment and to offer “well balunced
living environment'. Technological innovations will
contribute to increase leisure time, improve economic
potential, develop and speed up the traffic network, With
such adyvances, the role of resort will bear still stronger
significance in the human lite. We must. however, keep it in
mind that true affluence stems from weliness of mind and
spirit. Tn this sense, futare hotels are expected to cast
influence on our fife style by closely linking with cultural
facilities.

This coliection presents works which give us an insight into
the trend of hotel architecture. present and future, and will
help planners and architects of hotels and resort facilities of
tmorrow,

Yozo Shibata

KANKO KIKAKU SEKKFISHA
YOZO SHIBATA & ASSOCIATES

President
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