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Message from WTO Director — General Dr Supachai
Panitchpakdi for the Publication of China WTO Report 2003

I believe that China has done well in her first vear of membership in the WTO, but what is more impor-
tant 15 thal member governments believe so as well. During the course of work in the Transitional Review
Mechanism, members were very supportive of China’ s efforts and there was wide acknowledgement that im-
plementing WTO rules has been a massive undertaking for the Chinese. Reports from the General Council and
16 subsidiary bodies underscored the progress China has made in this regard.

I do believe that the initial process of review did not alwavs go as smoothly as it might have, but difficul-
ties such as these are to be expected considering that 2002 was the first year that members had engaged in this
complex process. | ully expect that the veview will run more efficiently this vear.

Progresses in our negotiations in the Doha Development Agenda have been mixed. In some areas, like
services, non — agricultural market access, rules and environment, governments have made steadv progress to-
wards resolving differences and moving towards agreement,

In other areas, particularly in agriculture, special and differential treatment, implementation and TRIPS
and public health, the results have been less encouraging. But this is the nature of trade rounds and is the rea-
son why we have what is called a single undertaking. Having this broad series of negotiations opens up the pos-
sibility of trade ofls in the future.

What is vitally important is that member governments continue to work to narrow their differences in all
areas of our negotiations. | believe that progress on certain issues can provide a stimulus in others where it has
heen more difficult 1o narrow differences. Tt is very important to focus on these positive linkages.

{tis not for me 1o advise China on what its role in these negotiations should be. Chinese officials know
well which positions to take in order to advance China’ s interests. I will say, however, that China has been
a highly constructive participant in these talks, submitting ambitious proposals in many areas and working hard
to find solutions in the areas where progress has been slow .

Iam delighted to see so much interest in the WTO among Chinese scholars, business leaders and the gen-
eral public. Tam grateful as well 10 your organization and others like it which has worked so hard to educate

people about the WTO and its activities. | wish you every success with your annual report and all vour [uture

endeavors,

Dr Supachai Panitchpakdi
Director — General
World Trade Organization
March 28, 2003 Geneva
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