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Unit 1

Q.esxt

Unit 1

Language

What is language? According w Webster s Dictiongry language is defined as:

1. a body of words and systems for their use common to people of the same commu-

nity or nation;

communication:

. any system of formalized symbols, signs, elc., used or conceived as a means of

3. the means of communication used by animals.

[ 10

15

Simply put, language is what people and animals use to
communicate their thoughts, ideas and feelings. Ot
course, animals communicate with each other differently than
humans, and each type of animal communicates differently.
For example, a bee uses a complex dance to tell the rest of
the bees in the hive where there is food, while humpback
whales communicate through the use of beautiful sounds.
One could say then, that animals use different languages.

Like animals, people also use different languages. Each
culture has its own words and symbols that are used by
people within that culture to communicate with others in the
same culture. For example, a person living in Japan will use
the Japanese language to communicate with other Japanese.
Unlike animals though, some cultures use more than one
language. People within these cultures are said to be either
bilingual or multilingual'. One such place is Canada. It is

1 ARERE T A AN IEE U R



Unit 1

very likely that® a person living in Canada may speak both
French and English. Likewise, a person living in Switzerland
may speak ltalian, German and French.

Not only do people use different languages to
communicate, but languages also have different dialects. A
dialect is a variation of a language which uses words and
grammar somewhat differently from the standard form of the
same language. For example, people who live in Manchester,
England speak in a dialect that is slightly different from people
who live in London, England; however, people in both citics
speak Enylish.

There are also some people who don't use a spoken
language at all. These people use their hands to
communicate. lhis type of language is called sign language
and is mast commonly used by people who are deaf,

Mow that we know how people communicate, we are faced
with a question. Are we pan of a specific culture because of

e —_ the language we speak, or do
N\ we speak a parlicular language
| because we are part of that
culture? To put it more simply,
| is a Korean person Korean be-
cause he speaks Korean, or
does he speak Korean because
he was born in Korea? What
part does language play in the
definition of culture?

New Words and Phrases

20

25

30

35

40

define Jdi'fain/ v, to state precisely the meaning of words

FRFR - BRI, TEX
definition / defi'nifan/ n. WL, R

ER & BT AL 2R 2
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Unit 1

1 body of

community /ka'mjumati/ n.

formalize /fyxmalaiz/ v
conceive fkan'sinv/ v,
means fmimz/ A,

communicate /ka'mjunmikert/ v

hive fharv/ n.
whale /hwell/ n.
bilingual fbai'lingwal/ ady.

multilingual / malu'lipgwal/ adj.

dialect /fdaislekt/ n.
variation /vearieifan n.
be different from

be faced with

a large number of, mass or collection of sth.
L T S A R 114

BIE, #hg . (B HA

to make (a plan, etc.) official {87 HE A,
izt ik

formn {an idea, a plan, etc.) in the mind, imagine
sth. 8

method

to convey sth., exchange information. news,

idea. etc.. be connected {£i%, f4ik,

e
5, S
[

able to speak two languages equally well
RELLM R Y

able to speak several languages equally well
L EA U]

I L

varying, change “Fii, Fib EF. L
[ S

i lis

Noted Lo Lthe Lexl:

1. either... or... : ’f‘,lxalh"}[.hl_.

2, Ttis very likely that.. : A o[ fE -

fxercides

1. Read the text and then decide whether the following sentences are true
or false. Write “T* for true, “F* for false,

. Animals are different from humans in communication, but each kind of animal com-
municates the same,

2. People living in Switzerland may at least speak three languages,

3 G BRE A BB I B B AR



Unit 1

3. People use same dialect in one country.
4. Deaf people have their own language.

5. Language is part of a specific culture.

IL Fill in the blanks with words chosen from the following list. Change the form

where necessary.

a body of means communicate put be different from
be faced with  unlike standard specitic complex
particular likely concejve dislike define
1. The local army men helped the victims of the earthquake by every at

their command.
2. I want to know how to __this in French?
3. The campus _ how it was 20 years ago,
4. The result of this heavy rain is the rising of the river.
5. Sheis _ her mother; she is tall and her mother is very short.
6. Generally speaking, teachers are able to their ideas clearly.
7. _ the threat of losing their jobs. the workers decided to go back to work.
8. He has a large facts to prove his innocence,
9. Dictionary writers must be skilled in the art of
10. It was then that the notion of running away.

1I. Choose the definition from Column B that best matches each word in

Column A.
A B

1. accomplish A.old
2. advice B. funny
3. aged C. take part in
4. amusing D. stand
5. astonish E. achieve
6. attend F. awful
7. bear G. disturb

A ERT B AL RN TR AL TS 4
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%, terrible H. praise
9. bother I. shock
10. admire 1. suggestion

IV. Fill in each blank with the proper form of the word given in the brackets.

i

[ R TV ]

[ I

10

. Dogs have the __ {able} to hear sounds that people cannot.

. The girl's life was saved because the doctors {action) so promptly.

. I made an (apologize) to my teacher for being late.

. T will take no orders from you,” he was shouting in {angry).

. The elephants were the chief (attract) at the circus.

. She is waiting tor the (arrive) of the plane.

cTravelcan __ _ (broad) our vision and knowledge.

. When you are learning a foreign language, it is __ ibenefit) 10 practise as
much as possible.

. Wewere ____ (bitter) disappointed to hear that the party had been cancelled.

. The soldier’s {brave} was fully demonstrated when he jumped into the

1oy water to save the drowning child.

V. Choose the most appropriaie answer from the four choices given to you.

1.

(=]

Martin Luther King, the great black leader in the movement against racial

discrimination, was the Nobel Prize for peace for his outstanding con-
tribution to world peace.
A. rewarded B. awarded C. prized D. granted

. The runner can run 2 miles in fifteen minues.
A. common B. usual C. average D. general

. People appreciate with him because he has a good sense of humor.
A, to work B. to have worked C. working D. having worked

. We had a party last month, and it was a lot of fun, so let’s have one
this month.
A. another B. more C. the other D. other

. Scientists are searching for the oldest tree because it can teach them a
great deal about many matters.
Allive B. lively C. living D. alive

5 LA IR AR
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6. The audience waited until the curtain had risenandthen _____ into applause.
A, cheered B. started C. burst D. went
7. He couldn't the thought of leaving his hometown for ever.
A. support B. bear C. carry D. think
8. The professor could hardly find sufficient grounds _____ his arguments in
favour of the new theory.
A on which to base B. which to base on
C. to base on D. to be based on
9. Hebroke_ ___ the conversation without waiting for me to stop talking,
A onto B. into C.in D. on
0. Donot __ my sister : she is too young to understand it
A. bring... about B. bring... over
C. bring... in D. bring... back

¥I. Translate the following sentences into English.

LRSI AT, AR R

2. HisEH B il b UANE B

3EMFIFAET sarth, LB AR BRE T .

4 FREM BB, WEAR . EFEAY, LI B AL
5. DFRINE R e, AR BB T IAS(

VIL Supplementary Reading.

Santa Claus!

Claus thought that none of the children would ever know where the toys came
from which they found by their bedsides when they wakened the following morning.
But kindly deeds are sure to bring fame, and fame has many wings to carry its tidings
into far lands; so for miles and miles in every direction people were talking of Claus and
his wonderful gifts to children. The sweel generousness of his work caused a few
selfish folk to sneer, but even these were forced to admit their respect for a man so
gentle-natured that he loved to devote his life 1o pleasing the helpless little ones of his

race.

EERE F IR AR et 5]
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Therefore the inhabitants of every city and village had been eagerly waiching the
coming of Claus, and remarkable steries of his beautiful playthings were told to the
children to keep them patient and contented,

When, on the moming following the first trip of Claus with his deer, the little ones
came running to their parents with the pretty toys they had found, and asked from
whence they came, there was but one reply to the guestion.

“The good Claus must have been here, my darlings: for his are the only toys in all
the world!”

“But how did he get in7” asked the children.

At this the fathers shook their heads, being themselves unable to understand how
Claus had gained admittance to their homes; but the mothers, watching the glad faces
of their dear ones. whispered that the good Claus was no mortal man but assuredly a
Saint, and they piously blessed his name for the happiness he had bestowed upon their
children.

“A Saint,” said one, with bowed head, “*has no need to uniock doors if it pleases
him to enter our homes.”

And, afterward, when a child was naughty or disobedient, its mother would say:
“You must pray to the good Santa Claus for forgiveness. He does not like naughty
children, and, unless you repent, he will bring you no more pretty toys.”

But Santa Claus himself would not have approved this speech. He brought toys to
the children because they were little and helpless, and because he loved them. He knew
that the best of children were sometimes naughty, and that the naughty ones were often
good. Ttis the way with children, the world over, and he would not have changed their
natures had he possessed the power to do so.

And that is how our Claus became Santa Claus. It is possible for any man, by good
deeds, to enshrine himself as a Saint in the hearts of the people.

Questions for discussion:

1. Why were children told to be patient and contented at Christmas?
2. Did parents and Santa Claus share the same idea? Why?
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Stzammaz

Tengeg

(&)

I A5 AR T LA o Bhat o] RS tF R sl i 20 SEifah i Mt L of L &
BRTE . i e B A ML A 2 oy Al A —RE . BT SR TERLHET Ty

Bif . M E LSS R T S 16 Rt HEAAIRINT (LLEhiE do M H X
e B #ir % W AT
. | T havemasbeen |
H & dofdoes armdisfare doing haveshas done .
doing
it Fi did wasiwere doing had done had been doing
| . shallfwill be shatlfwill ha
# K | shalbwilldo e shall/will have done e
doing been doing
SEEE | shouldiwould do shouldiwould be should/would have shouldfwoulld have
doing done bzen doing

L WEHE

1. — B A 7k
1) Fea £ 3 PRl 2T B 1 0 S0 1F ol J0 B B 1L S % A S EUIRAS , R R RiA
usually, often, always, sometimes, regularly, near, occasionally. every year, once
aweek L. M.

Mr. Smith travels to work by bus every day.

I'leave home for school at 7 every morning.

2) BREWEM, TG4, Bled,

The earth moves around the sun.

Shanghai lies in the east of China.
Pride goes before a fall.
3) Fon R E

-

HEJr, ReRE. HEL AN

B S EAR TR W e 8
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I don'’t want so much.
Ann Wang writes good English but does nor speak well,

4y FonFE R TR R Rk Al £ XAl be, go, come, start,
depart, arrive, begin, leave %l
The plane leaves at three o'clock.

The football match begins on Friday,

5) fEf after. until, before, once, when, even if. in case. as long as, as soon as. the

moment, if i 5 unless %5 | St R B M B sl S PR TE M R, A EE I
SRR AU MR T

1 will tel] him the news ays voon as 1 see him.

If he doesn’t finish the work in time, 'l have 1o find a new plan.

6) {EtH why. what, where, whoever, who, that, as %9 FAUM A, Ui B

EEEN G ARt s

Free tickets will be given to whoever comes first.

You’ll probably be in the same train as 1 am tomorrow.

2. BEEHETTIN Y K

V) FRBAAE LR TTEYEh . 5 now. right now, at the moment, for the time
being. for the present 5534 . &n-

Don’t disturb her. She is reading a newspaper now.
Lisren! The teacher is talking with his students.

2) Fas BT Bes 5 R EM A B Y always, continually, forever, constantly %
HAL
My father is forever criticizing me.

She is alwavs complaining about her work,

3) BUEHE PR oe. o I RIS RHET, WA )
iH] 4 come, go, start, zrrive, lcave. stay 5. il
They are leaving for Hong Kong next month.

He is going to Beijing next week.

) AME g UG RN . AR BT SRS, A0 see,
hear. smell, taste, feel, notice, look, appear, hate, love, fear, like, want, wish,
prefer. refuse, forgive, be, exist, remain, stay, obtain, have, possess, own, contain.
belong, consist of, form, undersiand, know, believe, think, doubt. forget.
remember 5 .
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3. WESRM AR

1) BTS2 R 305 MM B s £ 5 yer, already, just EETH 0, {E ] FLRIRER
P B . BCE LR R, FEERRIITE AT (H 5 for, since
AR W
[ have just finished my homework.

1 have studied English for ten years.

2) g BLTESE AN HE AR IS AT since, for, during, over %] i 35
HIliA] already, vel, just, ever, never, lately, recently %; AR151a]2H in the past/
last few years, so far, up to now, many times, up to the present, by+ BL{ERIAT
1. 4l
L haven't been there for five years.

So far, she hasn't enjoyed the summer vacation.

3) s s ol FITE T §145 e
This/That/It isfwas the first/second... time + E &M 4] ; ThisThat/It is/was the
only/last + n. + 5 i& MA]; This/That/It isfwas + I 75 ia B 4R + n+ E B E).
InEE ¥ LIRS IR R — A B AT, M RIIRE i F P 2 e dn
R TG R 2, Mo shiliaE Ml s st
This is one of the rarest questions that have ever been raised at such a meeting.
There was a knock at the door. It was the second time someone had interrupted
me thal evening.

4. WMETJIATo RAE

BTCSERLHE rit R 8 R R AR S PF A — B R BT, X

Eh{ERTRERIMIE T, L FTREEAREGIT T F &, shibliX —BEE R B

W

I have been looking for my lost book for three days, but [ still haven’t found it

Where have you been? | have been looking for you everywhere.

I3 £ W&

1. —t R A%
1y Fomid R R B & 4 By shfE SO, W Sl AT, g
T 034 Hl, Wyesierday, the day before yesterday, last (week...), (an hour...)
ago, the other day, in 1982, just now 5. f0:

We wenlt to the cinema last night and saw a very interesting film.

SRR FAIEAN A AR 10
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Where did you go just new?
2) deoRfril Lo B A 2 i R T R A A
[ used to do my homework in the library.
When [ was a child, I often plaved football in the street.
2. xBTS AR
1) 3L Bl PR e i JEBE 2 AT PR AR e AR £ It AR A4 -
this time yesterday, the whole moming, all day yesterday. from nine (o 1en last
evening, at eight yesterday evening, when, while 5 11,
We were discussing the matter when the headmasier entered.
When | got to the top of the mountain, the sun was shining.
My mother was doing some sew.ng at seven yesterday evening.
2) #rit HFRLE M. B 5 always, continually, constantly S8 . n:
Whenever [ visited him, he was always writing at the desk.
3) SIS AL donid R . .
He told me that he was geing to the United States the next week.
3. HEERE AL
Uy Feriid LM — A BIRT £ A0 A (AR el 1 0 ol BidFad £ - fiive
B EEZ AR LT 1 E R )R] LA by, hefore 28 £p il B i o
A AR e .
We had just had our breakfast when Tom came in.
By the end of last year they had turned out 5 000 bicycles,
2y i Lk A T LR 5 ) 5.
Hardly/Scarcely/Bavely + 1T 52 AF ( F0H%E + + when+ £I5 + 3oL Aad,
No sooner + i £t { FBOMEH ) + than + Fifi + 1L AT, D,
Hardly had I got on the bus when it started to move.
No sooner had | gone out :han he came to see me.
4. SEFTRAFTH AL
REE R T P 0t id 20Tt LLR € 20 T8R0T SSEREFi) Sk -
2 A1, S PERTRENIRIA . terT REIE fEdkEE . .
It was now six and he was tired because he had been werking since dawn.
He had been trying to get his girliriend on the phone,
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