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Believe it or not!

All around the world, people tell stories — or tales — about strange
monsters. Have you ever heard any of these stories? Usually, when they see
these monsters, people are alone and far away from villages and cities. When
they come back and tell their stories, everybody laughs. “It is only a story!”
they say. “Perhaps you were dreaming!” Nobody believes them. But
sometimes, the stories are true — and we discover strange new things in the
world.

Or, perhaps, things that are new to us.
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Ewropeans first discovered mountain
gorillas in 1902.
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The Komodo dragon is a
meat-eating lizard that can
grow bigger than a person.
But scientists didn't know
about it before 1912.
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People think that the Kraken in old stories from Norway was really a giant squid — it can grow
twice as long as a bus.
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Everyone has stories like this. There were stories in Africa about a
gorilla that looks like a man. In Indonesia, people told stories about a strange
creature like a dragon, and in Norway, there were stories about a huge sea
monster with very long arms and legs — or tentacles. Most people laughed
when they heard these things. They didn’t believe them.

But we now know that these “monsters” were not just in stories — they
were real! These “monsters” were really the African mountain gorilla, the
Indonesian Komodo dragon, and the Norwegian giant squid.

Are there any more large creatures to discover in the world today!
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The Loch Ness Monster

“Dad! Dad! What’s that in the
loch?” shouted Jim Ayton.

It was 1963, and Jim was work-
ing on his father’s farm near Loch
Ness — a large lake in Scotland.
When Jim’s father looked up, he saw
a strange creature moving down the
lake. It was huge — and it did not
make any noise. It was a warm
evening in summer, and there was no
wind. Jim and his father could see the
water moving around the creature.
And it looked very strange from
where they stood!

“What is it?” shouted Jim again.

“I don’t know,” said his father.
“I've never seen anything like it
before, in the loch or anywhere else.”
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Loch Ness is in the north of Scotland,
in the UK.
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Loch Ness

Loch Ness is a long, thin lake in
the mountains of Scotland. Not
many people live in this part of
Scotland.
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Two men were working nearby, and they heard Jim’s shouts. They
stopped, and came across to Jim and his father. “What's the problem?” they
asked.

And then they saw the creature in the water. Everyone was excited —
and no-one knew what the creature was. “We have to get closer,” said Jim's
father, “to see what kind of fish or creature it is.”

There was a small motor boat in the water, and the men got in. They
started the motor and went straight towards the strange creature.
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Soon they got a closer look — and it was huge! The creature’s head
looked like the head of a horse — but bigger! Its neck was nearly two metres
long — the same size as a man. The body of the creature was like a snake, but
it was a very, very long snake — the size of a bus! Was this the Loch Ness
monster!

Everyone on the boat knew thc story of the Loch Ness monster — and
now they couldn’t believe their eyes. They didn’t know what to do next.
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Suddenly, the creature’s head came up out of the water — and then it
dived down again with a splash! This was a dangerous situation, and the
men were beginning to feel worried. Then, after the creature disappeared
under the water, a huge wave hit the small boat. Jim thought they were all
going to fall into the water, and he held on tightly to the side of the boat.

“Where is it!” asked Jim. “Did it see us? Perhaps we were too close and
it got angry — now it’s going to attack us!”
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A few seconds later, they saw the creature’s head again. It was not very
close now; perhaps it was going away. And it didn’t look dangerous — in
fact, it looked a little frightened! Then, suddenly, the head went down into
the water again. The men looked and looked for the creature for a long
time. They went up and down the lake in the boat, but it was no good —
they never saw the “monster” again.

After that, the men couldn’t work that evening. They talked together
for some time, and then they went home — but they didn’t tell anyone their
story. “It’s best to say nothing,” they said. “Everyone will laugh at us. They
will say we are all crazy!”

And the men kept quiet — in fact, they did not speak about seeing the
monster for twenty years!

But the Aytons and their fricnds are not the only people who have seen
the monster. Other people say they have seen a strange creature in the
waters of Loch Ness. People have talked about a monster there for many,
many years.
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A deep, dark lake

Loch Ness looks like a normal lake. But it is
very, very deep — more than 213 metres. That
is deep enough for a 40-storey building.
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Anthony Shiels took this picture at Loch Ness, 14 years after
the Aytons saw the “monster”. It looks like the creature they
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One of the first stories about the Loch Ness
monster was more than 1,400 years ago, in AD
565. A very religious and holy man from Ire-
land called Saint Columba was travelling in
Scotland at this time.

The old storics say that Saint Columba saw
a “water monster” in Loch Ness. We do not
know exactly what the creature looked like,
but this monster was very big, and it was at-
tacking someone who was swimming in the
water of the loch. When Saint Columba saw
this, he wasn’t afraid. He told the monster to
stop — and the amazing thing is that it did!
The stories say that the water monster stopped
attacking the swimmer and went away.
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This is a picture of Saint
Columba on a stained glass
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Loch stories

There are many stories of water-
monsters in other Scottish lakes. The
Scottish people call these monsters
“kelpies”.
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There are some very old stories about the Loch Ness monster — like the
story of Saint Columba — but most of the stories we hear started in 1933. At
this time, a road was built along the side of the loch for the first time.
Before that, not many people went there, but now tourists could travel
around the loch — and look for the monster!

People started telling stories about seeing the monster — and the news-
papers were interested. Soon, you could read these monster stories in news-
papers all over the world. Everybody knew about the Loch Ness monster!
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A Loch Ness monster postcard from the 1930s.
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Everyone wanted to see the Loch Ness monster —and to get the first
photograph of the strange creature. Newspapers from all over the world
would pay a lot of money for a “monster” photograph — good photographs
and bad ones!

A lot of different people visited Loch Ness in the summer. Some people
wanted to take a photograph and make a lot of money; some were inter-
ested in all kinds of monsters, and some were scientists who wanted to
discover and study this strange creature. Loch Ness was now a popular place
to be.
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