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1.1 W &

Directions: There are 8 passages in this part. Fach passage is
followed by some questions or unfinished statements. For each of
them there are four choices marked A), B), C) and D). You
should decide on the best choice and mark the corresponding letter .

Passage 1
Researchers say holiday feasting causes only about a one-pound
1



gain in weight on average — not the 5 to 10 pounds that have be-
come as much a part of Christmas story as Santa Claus. However,
the scientists say most people never drop that pound. Over the
years, they say (in the New England Journal of Medicine) that can
easily add up to a belly that shakes like a bowl full of jelly (3R¥%).
The study of 165 adults conducted by the National Institutes of
Health in Bethesda, Md. , found the average gain during the six-
week binge that starts at Thanksgiving and ends after New Year’s
was a little less than a pound. While that’s good news, the bad news
is that the volunteers held onto their ghosts of Christmas weight
gains past during the year following the start of the study. About 10 -
percent of the study participants gained five or more pounds during
the six-week period. Most of those big gainers were already too
weighty — suggesting the holidays are particularly dangerous for
people with weight problems. The researchers say it takes only 67
extra calories a day to put on one pound over a six-week period.
Even gaining five pounds takes only about 400 extra calories a day
— something that could easily be achieved with a piece of fruitcake
or glass of eggnog ().
1. The passage is mainly about
A) wrestern holidays and feasting
B) weight problem occurred in holidays
C) researches in National Institutes of Health
D) calories and their role in our daily life
2. Why are the holidays particularly dangerous for people with
weight problems?
A) Because it is the time for heart disease to strike.
B) Because they rest too much.

C) Because weight gain is doubled in holidays.



D) Because they tend to gain more weight than other
people.

. Which is mentioned as the good news in the passage?

A) People gain less weight in common days of the year.

B) The holiday now last six weeks.

C) Average weight gain in during Christmas is about 1
pound.

D) Many volunteers participated in the study and helped
produce new discoveries.

. The word “binge” in line 3, paragraph 2 probably means

A) feast

B) wreight gain

C) person with weight problems

D) & kind of food

. It cen be inferred from the last paragraph that

A) people should keep on a diet on holidays

B) most of the days during Christmas are safe from weight
problems

C) people who gain weight fast are likely to lose weight fast
as well

D) holiday weight gain is still a problem for weighty people

Passag: 2

Despite strong oppositions, the New Hampshire Senate has

voted to require that gun owners keep their firearms (#3Z) locked

away from children. The Concord Monitor reports that neither

legislative chamber in New Hampshire has ever approved such

regulation. However, 17 other states in the United States have laws

3



mandating (BLAE) the safe storage of firearms.

Under the New Hampshire hill, it would be a misdemeanor for
a person to store a loaded gun in an area where a juvenile could get at
it. An offencler would face up to a year in jail and a fine of $ 1, 000.
While the bill’s fate in the Republican-dominated House remains un-
certain, its supporters were encouraged by the approval of conserva-
tive State Senator Pat Krueger. “I am a strong defender of the Sec-
ond Amendment,” the Krueger said, “but I rise in support of this
bill, because enough is enough.”

The shooting of a first-grader by her classmate in Michigan last
month influenced her vote, she said. The boy had found the loaded
gun under a blanket in his home. To accommodate numerous objec-
tions, the bill contains exceptions and generous interpretations. For
an adult to be found guilty, the child must have displayed the gun
recklessly or threateningly, fired it in a negligent fashion or used it
in a crime. If a child picked ($8FF) the trigger lock or broke into a
gun owner’s house, the adult would not face prosecution. The sup-
porters said prosecution is not their goal. Democratic State Senate.
Mark Fernald compared the measure to the requirement that chil-
dren be bounded into seat belts. “That law saved lives,” he said.
“This bill sends a message that we will not tolerate irresponsible gun
owners in this state. The people will get the message, and their
behavior will change. ”

1. The passage presents people’s opinions on

A) firearm sales and safety measures
B) gun storage regulations
C) child education
D) responsibilities of adult citizens
2. Senator Pat Krueger begins to support the regulation because
4



A) a boy found a gun in his home and shot his classmate
B) the Senator is a defender of the Second Amendment
C) tha bill is designed by herself
D) too many negligent children are in this state
3. Which of the following is true according to the passage?
A) Many states, including the New Hampshire now forbids
citizens to keep guns.
B) The new bill received almost universal acceptance.
C) A child shooting incident happened in this state last
month.
D) Some gun-owners have been irresponsible in the past.
4. The word “misdemeanor” in line 1, paragraph 2 is closest in
meaning to
A) raistake
B) misbehavior
C) raischiel
D) misunderstanding
5. For an adult in New Hampshire, he/she must __ in
order not to act against the new bill.
A) keep the gun under double-lock
B) immediately take back the gun that was accidentally
found by a child
C) teach the children about the laws of the state
D) always be responsible

Passage 3
Charles Baudelaire is considered to be among the greatest
French poets of the 19th Century. After graduating from college in
5



1839, Baudelaire announced his plans to make a living through his
writing. He enrolled in the Ecole de Droit as a law student until
1840, when it is believed his addiction to opium began. Scholars be-
lieve Baudelzire contracted syphilis (#§# ) at this time, which ulti-
mately would lead to his death in 1867. He spent his money foolish-
ly on fine clothes and furnishings, eventually exhausting more than
half his inheritance within two years. The remainder was kept in a
trust from which Baudelaire received a modest monthly allowance.
Baudelaire fcrmed a relationship in 1844 with Jeanne Duval, a wom-
an of mixed races, who would serve as the inspiration of his first
cycle of love poems, “Black Venus.” These poems are considered to
be among the finest French love poems.

During Baudelaire’s wanderings and youth of leisure, he was
able to compose many of the poems that would serve as the basis for
his sole collection, Les Fleurs du Mal ( The Flowers of Evil ).
Baudelaire spent the remainder of his life fleeing from debts, finally
giving up to the proverbial poet’s life of extreme poverty. He was
greatly influenced by the writings of Edgar Allen Poe, spending
1852 to 1865 translating Poe’s work into French.

Baudelaire began a relationship in 1852 with Apollonie-Aglae
Sabatier, who would serve as the inspiration for the cycle of poems
called “White Venus”. Two years later,. he renewed a relationship
with the actress Marie Daubrun, who inspired the cycle of poems
“Green-Eyed Venus”. Many critics regard the period in which
Baudelaire wrote “White Venus” and “Green-Eyed Venus” as the
poet’s prime. The publication of Les Fleurs de Mal resulted in the
prosecution of Baudelaire, his publisher, and his printer for obsceni-
ty(BRE) and blasphemy (B 1), of which all three were found
guilty and ordered to pay fines.
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His remaining years were spent in extreme hardship, disillu-

sionment, and depression. He died in his mother’s arms in August

1867, leaving behind many unpublished poems and nearly all of his

published works out of print.

1.

The passage is primarily concerned with

A) the works of a french poet

B) prosecution of the book Les Fleurs du Mal
C) Baudelaire’s life as a poet

D) why poets live in proverty

. How did Baudelaire become poor?

A) Fe was born in a poor family.

B) He spent extravagantly in his early vears.

C) Publishing his books cost a lot of his fortune.
D) He was fined because of his books.

. According to the passage, Les Fleurs du Mal has brought

Baudelaire _ .

A) limited amount of money

B) criticism from other writers

C) good reputation in the literary circle
D) legal punishment

. The word “which” in line 9 of paragraph 3 refers to

A) the book Les Fleurs d= Mal

B) the accusation of obscenity and blasphemy
C) publication

D) Baudelaire, his publisher, and his printer

. It can be inferred<$rom this passage that Baudelaire’s life was

A) against the morals of his time



B) adventurous but in proverty
C) productive in poetry
D) full of hardship

Passage 4

Best-selling horror writer Stephen King has another hit on his
hands — but den’t go looking for it at your bookstore. King’s new
ghost story, “Riding the Bullet” is only available on the Internet.
The story — which King wrote while he recuperated from critical
injuries he sustained in a hit-and-run collision near his summer home
in Maine last: year — created instant traffic jams on the Web the mo-
ment it became available at 12:01 a. m. Tuesday.

King issued a statement saying he is “curious to see what sort of
response there is and whether or not this is the future” of publish-
ing. He is not the first author to make his work available exclusively
online, but he is the first among the top ranks of writers to take that
step.

King to.d Time magazine that his experiment with putting his
story, “Riding the Bullet” on the Internet has been so successful
that he is considering put a full-length book online. “The new way
of publishing,” said King, “could literally change the way people re-
gard reading.” The story was put out exclusively over the Web and
it will only be available on the Internet, as an “e-book”. It was giv-
en away for free for the first 24 hours. After that readers could
download it for $2.50. As of Sunday, more than 500,000 people
had downloaded the piece.

Simon & Schuster, which is electronically publishing the
e-book, says 400,000 readers ordered it online in the first 24 hours
during which it was available. The company is now in talks with
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