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Foreword

Seeking for the Missing Components in Sports.
The Return of the Humanities nature in Sports.
~——The humanities of Olympic Games & Morale

competition.

At present, due to doping and drug abuse, biased judging and commercializing
and professionalizing of competitive sports, “materialization” of competitive sports is
looming larger and larger, plus that main body of competitive sports is missed bit by
bit. Consequently, chances are that eventually competitive sports tends to be “alien-
ated” and it can hardly find the way back, the principle of which is similar to the
thoughts of the ancient Chinese thinker laozi, who argued that once you get missed,
it is hard for you to get back. As for now, “alienation” of competitive sports would
be inevitable unless great efforts are taken to make it humankind. If competitive
sports and society develop harmoniously, international Olympic sports will continu—
ously develop. Thus, Beijing is trying hard to help “find the way back” by bid-
ding for the humanity Olympic Games, which is focused by “Sports Pedagogy” .

Humanity partly meant “shaping people by teaching” in ancient east, while it
meant “ nature of human beings” in the ancient west. Moreover, humanity and
Olympics have been inevitably interlocked since the old times. From inception of the
ancient Greek Olympic Games, the fact that competitors must have no faults in
terms of morale and fair play must be performed is required. Plus, participating
states must ceasefire during the periods of the games, and referees who take bribery
are fired, etc. All of the above rules reflect the ideas of humanistic Olympics con—
sisting of respecting humankind and enhancing harmonious development of hu-
mankind and society, which advocates competitive sports with morale and humanity.
However, at the end of the ancient Olympics, due to excessive commercialization,

competitive sports could hardly find the way back. Meanwhile, Roman emperors



cracked down the activities of the pagans, so the thousand —year —old ancient
Olympics ended for good. Currently, modern Olympics, problems like commercializa—
tion, professionalization and doping abuse have gone further than its ancient coun-
terpart, which happens to be the focus of “Sports Pedagogy” .

In 1999, soon after the World Science Conference came up with the notion that

future technology should harbor stronger spirit of humanity, the twofold concepts of

humanity “morale technology” and * morale economy” made their debate
respectively. And “Sports Pedagogy” also argues that the Olympic spirits of fair play
and Chinese traditional tips of “nature—humankind harmony” and “interpersonal har—
mony” are highly approved, and the harmonious development of human beings, com-
petitive sports and society is sought after, which is in line with “ humanity
Olympics” In particular, we have got to stick to morale competitive sports and find
the back where ancient began the great event so as to realizé the notion of “Beijing
humanity Olympics” . Furthermore, it is essential to educate and train a host of
sports people of humanity and science spirits. In 2000, Samaranch, the former pres—
ident of Olympic Committee, pointed out in “New century: wishes” , Olympics move-
ment is an education movement in the first place. Recently, Rogge, the new presi~
dent of Olympic committee, argued in “ Olympic economy weekly” that two points
matter considerably to Beijing’ s bid for 2008 Olympic Games: one is Olympic edu-
cation and people’ s participation, the other is the new environmental standards and
practices. Olympism can’ t be embodied solely by the Olympic Games competitions
and the billions of viewers around the planet that are drawn to their TV sets.
Olympism also blends culture and education, and aims at placing everywhere in the
world sport at the service of the harmonious development of man. As for the updat—
ing and re—edition of “Sports Pedagogy” . the items of Olympic education, cultiva—
tion of sports people of honesty, fair play and humanity, “finding the way back”

and interpretation of the culture of old eastern country tends to be highlighted.

1.The New Idea of Sports
——Education and Mutual Training
Presently, with the global integration, the economy, politics and culture of our

country have merged to the world, and the idea of sports should do so. Concepts of



competitive sports vary a lot from different countries. Look at two examples, Ameri—
can NBA thinks that the nature of basketball is to foster fully developed person,
however, some countries hold that basketball is simply shooting into basket only.
British soccer commission thinks the soccer sport is to foster fully developed person
instead our thinking of sport of using feet only. Obviously, sports for the “ball” is
different from other countries, that’ s for the humankind. The backwardness of the
concept, and the loss of the humanity of sports culture is the most horrible back—
wardness which contributes considerably to the biased judging, fake score in the in—
ternational sports, and the great gap between some countries and “sports powers” ,
In this situation, the training for the trainee is founded on the biological potential
development and neglects the training of humanity that restricts the ability to con-
tinuous development. For example, why Zhu Jianhua can not jump constantly like
BuBoKa? Wang Junxia is not like Louise? Jiang Jialiang is not like Gardener? The
reasons are that we boost “non—human beings” rather than human beings themselves.
“Sports Pedagogy” introduces the notion that the old idea that material outweighs
humankind should be “dumped”, while the new idea that both material and hu-
mankind matters a lot, or humankind outweighs material, should be °‘buttressed’ ,
whose concern is to research effects of the consolidation of “human pieces” and
“material pieces” and the principle of which is similar to the notion, argued by
Confucius in “Lunxu”, of approving the consolidation of the way of being a human
being and the way of study. So the notion is of great importance to “ cultivate”
sports people of humanity and science spirit, and to shift the focus of competitive
sports from material to humankind. Thus, updating ideas and freeing spirits are cru—

cial to Chinese reform and development of competitive sports.

2.The New Subject of Sports

—— Combining Principle, Theory and Method

German famous philosopher Haide faced technology’ s “alienation” of humanity
and cried out loud that modern technology had lifted human beings from their
“roots” . Currently, confronted with the “alienation” , athletics worship “materialized
things” such as technology, result, awards at the expense of morality and so on.

Suppose a little plant, even if its upper part (what we can easily see) has been ru—



