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THE STORY OF MY LIFE

CHAPTER 1
MY CHILDHOOD

Josiah, my father, married young, and came to
New England with his wife and three children about
1682.
freely with his friends.

By the same wife he had four more children, and
I was

His purposc was to enjoy his mode of religion

by a second wife ten more, in all seventeen.
the youngest son, and the youngest but two.

My clder brothers were all apprenticed to different
trades. I was sent to the grammar school at eight.
My father intended me to become a clergyman; for
I was very fond of reading, and all his friends assured
him that I should certainly become a good scholar.

I rose gradually from the middle of the class to the

head of it, and was moved up to the next class. But

» my father, who had a large family to support, thought

a college education too expensive, and sent me from
the grammar school to a school for writing and arith-

metic.

apprentice (o 'prentis} vr. {# 4
¥ i

arithmetic (o 'rigmatik] n. A

assure (o1jua) vt {F#{3

chapter ('tfaepta) n. %

childhood (1tfaildhud) ». B4

clergyman (! kla:dgiman) ». #
i

coltege ['kolid3) n. K

education [iedju 'keifan} n. $

expensive (iks 'pensiv]) o. & &

#
fond (fond) a. B K
be fond of --- H XK
gradually (g 'reedjusli] adv.i%
it

grammar school (g 'reema-sku:l]
n. EFER(EBEHBR T iE
BIHRER)

intend (in ttend) vt . fTH

Josiah (dzou tsaia) (A %) F&E
012

© marry (‘meeri)] (married

(ymeerid) )vi. 451§
mode (moud) n. -1
New England (tnju:-tipgland)
%ﬁ@)%%ﬁé(&%#ﬂﬁﬁt
&)
purpose (tpapas) n. HH#Y
reading (tri:dig) n.Bi%
religion (ri 'lidgen) ».5¥
rise (raiz) (rose (rouz] ,risen
(trizn) )vi. Ft
scholar (skola) n.%¥#
support (so'pot) . {3
trade (treid) ». 1T
writing [traitip) ». BE, fEX

2



B}
fik

=S X ki

F—8 RNEF

BORFNBRIRERS T B ME—N\FLXGHEZEFN=ATF
TRAHARZ, BRBATEBIRRI - EEHBERZSECHNRK
B

XUBFXAMETBINZ, B_UESET N, BHBHETH
Fo REBRPRIN—T, REHKHFEHBE=T,

BT SFEBEFANTUESSE, RENTH#H T ESER, R
FEREERA-THN, BFREBEVED, HOBREBRELEON 1
0w, A-—EZRA—UPRNENEE,

ERE, ARFMDEREHYTANS, HTEAKT —R. B2, BN
REABFEIXARA—RF , MAABKEZRAS, REBMEZRE
HY-MBEXHNERNER,

R

1. Josiah, my father #7537 38 1. married young 1 R 5L 45 T I 3. His purpose was to -
flaf¥y H 92+ 3.enjoy his mode of religion 5% [ C. {52315 1W 5.By the same wife he had
four more children iX i E-F X A4 T P44 /N 6.by a second wife (he had) ten more
(children), in all seventeen {children) ()55 "M ETAHE T +MPE, BB+ EAEBET
7.the youngest but two KR HEEEEE M A RPHEEE=1) but = except §—
9.apprenticed to different trades £ R[] ATk B 2422 5E 9.1 was sent to the grammar school
at eight 1 /\ % Bt 3% 8 3045 10. My father -+ a clergyman R X B ERR N —
A4 11—12. all his friends -+ a good scholar fb# I K E W A E B4 fh, B —E 2/
AR #E 13- 14.1 rose -+ 1o the next class 77 BEZ B, 385 A 2% 025 7+
BT HIJLZ, MHAEBE T —2 15—16.thought - too expensive A N K2 A A& 16—
18.sent me -+ arithmetic BEIE T M 07k 72 6 51— B FLVE SO il g*é’]’%"&




MY CHILDHOOD

This school was kept by Mr. George Brownell.  He
was noted for his gentle, encouraging methods.  Un-
der him I learned to write quite soon, but I failed in
arithmetic and made no progress in it.

s At ten I was taken home to help my father in his
business, which was that of a tallow chandler and
soap boiler. I was employcd in cutting wick for the
candles, attending the shop, going on crrands, etc.

I did not like the trade, but had a love for the sca.

10 My father was against it. However, living necar the
sea, I enjoyed mysclf, swimming and managing boats.
In a boat or canoe I was generally the leader of other
boys.

There was a salt marsh on the bouhdary of the

15 millpond, on the edge of which, at high water, we
used to stand to fish. By much trampling we had
made it very muddy.

I planned to build a wharf there strong énough for
us to stand upon. I showed my friends a large heap

20 of stoncs, intended for a new housc near the marsh.
I thought they would very well suit our purpose.

In the evening, when the workmen had gone, T got
a number of my playfellows together and worked
with them hard.

2 The next morning the workmen were surprised at

arithmetic (5 triématik) ». AR
be employed in--- ) %-..
bs noted for--- L)---E¥
boundary (tbaundari] ».1 R
canoe (ko tnu) . AR
edge (ed3) n.i

encouraging (in ‘karidzig) a .3
B

etc. (it tsetra) (BRiE) %%
(=and so on)

fish (fif) v .3

generally ('dzensrali) adv. 8

go on errands 1 %
heap .(hixp) ». 3
high water ['hai-'wons] ». #k

however (hau teva) conj. SRl

intend (in 'tend) v.iTH
make (no) progress in--- £
- HEBRBRE)HE

manage ['meenid3) vz. 3 (#5)

marsh (maif) .8

method ('mebod) n. 77

millpond (Y milipond) ». K%
oK

Mr.George Brownell ('mists-
tdzoid3-tbraunal) (A %) FFi4 -
WHWIREE

muddy ('madi) a.I5H

pl?l fellow (! plei-felou) n. fk

salt marsh (tsoilt-tma:f) n. b 0K

soap boiler (!soup-tboila) . #i
Bas
suit one’ s purpose i& & -+
HEE

tallow chandler ('talou-
tfamndla) n. ] ¥ ¥

trample (‘treempl) vi.BF, B

used (just] vi. (to) (2 )#
wH BmE

wharf (wof) ». %3k

wick (wik) ». %

workman (twa:kmoan) ( pl.-men

(-man) Yn. TA
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MY CHILDHOOD

missing the stones, and found them in our wharf.
We were discovered and complained of. I said that
the work was useful, but my father told me that
nothing was useful that was not honest.

My father was often visited by men of importance,
who consulted him about affairs of the town or of
the Church he belonged to. He was greatly re-
spected for his judgment.

He liked to invite some sensible friend or neighbor
to talk with, and always took care to start some useful
topic for discussion, which might improve the minds
of his children.

By this means he turned our attention to what was
good, just and wise in the conduct of life. And I
was brought up so as to be quite indifferent to the

food set before me. This proved convenient to me

~ in traveling, for I was quite happy when my com-

=1

panions suffered from plain food.

My mother was a strong and healthy woman;
she breast-fed all her ten children. I never knew
either my father or my mother to have any sickness
but that of which they died, he at eighty-nine and
she at eighty-five,

affair (5'fea) n. HH

attention (a'tenfon) ». &

breast-feed (tbrest-tfi:d) (-fed
(-tfed) )vi LIFFLEE

bring (brig) (brought {brot))
v AF T (RARE)

bring up K

but (bat] prep.(BR

companion (ksm tpeenjon) =. [F]
3

complain (kom 'plein) vi.#iff
be complained of Bk

conduct (tkondakt) »n.17H
conduct of life AL &TT

consult (ken tsalt) u . [ {E if]

convenient (kon 'vinjent] a. ¥

die (dai) vi.%
dia of -+ H---T 5t
discussion (dis 'kafan) n.iti8
healthy (thel6i) a.fEEHY
importance (im 'potans) . &
=
man of importance EE A\
improve [im 'pruwv) ve. %, H#
i#
indifferent (in tdiforent) a. &
EFH, PRI
invite (in 'vait) vz. ¥
judgement (!dzadzment] n. ¥
Bt

means (minz) n. 7%, FB&
mind (maind) n..R
miss (mis) vt. XREH
plain (plein) a. R
prove (pruv) wvi.iE#
respect (ris 'pekt] vt . ¥#
sensible (tsensobl) a. & WiRH
sickness [tsiknis) n .5
stone [stoun) n.f %
suffer (tsafa) vi. %%
suffer from--- |- T3 %
topic ("topik] n.iEfE
traveling (treevalig) n. W T
wharf (wof) n. 8k
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I BEGIN LIFE AS PRINTER

CHAPTER II
I BEGIN LIFE AS PRINTER

From childhood I was fond of reading and spent
all the little money I had on books. Bunyan’s
Pilgrim’s Progress pleased me, and my first collection
was of John Bunyan’s works in separate little volumes.
Afterwards I sold them to buy R. Burton’s Historical
Collections.

My father’s little library consisted chiefly of books
on religion. I read most of them, but as I was not
going to become a clergyman, I have often felt sorry
that I had had no chance to read more proper books.

I read Plutarch’s Lives and learned much from the
book. De Foe’s Essay on Projects and Dr. Mather’s
Essays to Do Good gave me a turn of thinking that had
an influence on some of the big events of my life.

This love for books determined my father to make
me a printer. In 1717 my brother James returned
from England with a press and printing types to set
up his business in Boston. I liked printing much
better than the business of my father; but still I had
a longing for the sea.

Therefore my father was the more anxious to make

De Foe (di tfou) (A&)E &

anxious (ten(k)fes) o. EEHY
(16667 —1731)EEEX, (&

Burton ('betn) (A %) AR
childhood ['tfaildhud) ». %4 ERERICHEE
clergyman (tkladziman) n. 8/  determine (di 'taimin) . F 8t
collection (ks tlekfon) n. L% oL

consist (ken 'sist) vi. - #A  Dr. Mather (+dokta-t meida) { A

Z)ODEM L, EEBE.E XK
M - 5 ¥ Cotton Mather
(1663—1728)

Essay on Projects (‘esei-on-
tprodzekts) (45 4 ) (it & e)
(1697 )

Essay to Do Good ['esei-ta-'du:-
'ggud] (F2)(FATiL) (1710

)

event (itvent) n. ¥{}
have (an) influence on--+ %f
-7 R

Historical Collections (his ttor-
ikal-ka tlekfonz) (H7 5% 30 #)

James (dzeimz) (A )& 18 #r
(BZEHATH)

John Bunyan (!dzon-!banjan]
(AB)YR - P47 (1628—88) %
E# ¥k, Pilgrim’s Progress
(KB BES

longing ('logig) ». ¥ ( + for)

Pilgrim’ s Progress ('pilgrimz-
'progres) (HHZ)(X¥PRE)
(EHE)(SWAE)

Plutarch’s Lives ('plutaiks-
Vaivz) (3548) (ML) (/5
ER¥E) (BRAME)

press (pres} n».EPRIHL

printer (tprinta] n. ERR)

printing type ('printig-ttaip) n.
BT

proper ('props) a. FiEH
religion. (ri tlidsen) n. 7%
separate (iseparit] a. BITAEH
(H7%)
set up one’ s business & F
FRAL %
thinking (teigkig) . §18
volume (tvolju(:)m) ».%&, #%
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