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CHAPTER |

Ro0BINSON CRUSOE GOES TO SEA

I was bom in the year 1632 in the city of York!,
of a good family. My father had become very
wealthy as a merchant and married my mother
whose family name was Robinson. My father’s
name was Kreutznauer, but we always call our-
selves Crusoe. So my name became Robinson
Crusoe.

My father gave me a good education and
wanted me to become a lawyer. My heart was set
on going to sea, and nothing that my parents or
friends could say could make me change my
mind. One morning my father called me to his
room and talked to me very seriously about my
future. He told me that if I stayed at home I
would have all that I could want. He warned me
of the dangers of the life at sea and asked me not
to think of leaving home any more. For a short
time I followed his advice, but after a few weeks

1 York: £33, A8 =AU SOV — M EEI
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the desire for adventure returned. I decided that
one day I would run away from home.

About one year later I was in the seaport of
Hulll. One of my friends was going to London in
one of his father’s ships. He persuaded me to go
with him, saying that it would cost me nothing
for the voyage. This time I did not even tell my
parents that I was going, but on the first of Sep-
tember in the year 1651 went on board the ship,
which was going to London.

No sooner were we out of the harbour than
the wind began to blow strongly and the waves to
rise. As I had never been to sea before, I began
to feel ill and frightened. I decided that, if I ever
got safely on land again, I would go straight
home and never go to sea again.

After two days the sea was calm and the
wind had dropped. I slept well during the night,
and in the morning felt much better and happier.
My friend came to see me and put his hand upon
my shoulder.

‘Well, Bob, how are you?’ he asked.
" You must have been afraid the other night when
we had that bit of a wind. ’

“Bit of a wind, do you call it?” I replied.
‘It was a terrible storm. ’

1 Hull: 373, A 2 REbR R e —1Bm
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Robinson Crasce . 1.

‘A storm?’ answered my friend. ‘ Do you
call that a storm? Why, it was nothing at all.
Give us a good ship and a clear sea and we think
nothing of a bit of wind like that. You will soon
forget about it. Look what lovely weather we
have now. ’

We had been at sea for six days when we
came to Yarmouth!. The wind was coming from
the wrong direction, so we were forced to put
down the anchor? and wait outside the harbour.
After we had waited for four or five days the
wind again became stronger, but the captain saw
no danger. On our eighth day at Yarmouth the
sea was so high that several waves came over the
side of the ship. The captain ordered another an-
chor to be let down so that we would not be
swept away. Everybody was now beginning to be
afraid.

In the evening the waves became higher than
ever and came over the side of the ship every two
or three minutes. First of all the crew had to use
their axes to cut away the foremast3 of the ship.
Then the mainmast* became so loose and was
shaking the ship so much that it had to be cut
away also.

1 Yarmouth: HFH, WIS = RBEE EOV— T8, TEH/R (Hull g L
B 2 anchor: 5 3 foremast: HifE 4 mainmast: T3
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We had a good ship, but it was carrying a
very heavy load. As well as the heavy load there
was also the weight of the water which had come
over the side of the ship. The ship got lower and
lower in the water. In the middle of the night one
of the sailors came on deck and said that there
was five feet of water in the bottom of the ship.
Everybody was ordered to work at the pumps to
pump out the water, and I joined in as best I
could.

The captain began to send out signals for
help. After some time a lightship! near by sent a
boat out to try to help us. It could not get near us
until our men threw out a long rope. By rowing
hard the men from the lightship were able to
catch hold of the end of the rope. Then we were
able to pull them alongside our ship and we all
got into their boat. We made for the shore but it
was a very slow journey, for the sea took us right
up the coast. At last we landed near to the town
of Cromer?, and here we all got safely ashore.

Once ashore we began to walk towards the
town of Yarmouth. Here we were treated with
great kindness and were given new clothes and

1 lightship: (BBEBMKBFSMBNNTER, TEFESH
BMIESBBHRIUCEMOTLXOBE 2 Cromer. 722 3,
TS = AR L — 5B, B RS
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Robirsore Consce ..~

enough money to take us either to London or to
our homes. If I had been sensible, I would have
returned to Hull and from there gone to my home
in York. But something pushed me on and made
me decide to continue my adventure. So I went
to London.



CHaAPTER I

Ro0BINSON CRUSOE BECOMES A MERCHANT
AND Is CAPTURED

EE" London I was lucky enough to make some
very good friends. One of them was the captain
of a trading ship! which had been on the coast of
Guinea?. He was going there again and he invi-
ted me to go with him. He told me that the voy-
age would cost me nothing. If I liked to take
anything with me to sell, I could do so and might
make a very good profit.

I accepted his offer and went on the voyage
with him. I carried with me about forty pounds’
worth of toys and other articles which the captain
told me that 1 could easily sell. This voyage
made me both a sailor and a merchant. I brought
home from the voyage over five pounds of gold
dust which I sold in London for three hundred
pounds.

1 trading ship: REREOSMETREMBR 2 Guinea:
AT, FENTEEN—TE
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I accepted his offer and went on the voyage with him

The success of this voyage encouraged me to
go again. Although my friend the captain died
soon after we returned, I decided to go to Guinea
again by the same ship. I left two hundred of my
three hundred pounds’ profit in the safe hands of
the captain’s widow. I took with me on the voy-
age nearly one hundred pounds’ worth of goods to
exchange for gold. T hoped this time to make an
even bigger profit. It turned out to be the unhap-
piest voyage that I ever made.

-7_
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As we were going towards the Canary
Islands! a Turkish pirate ship? chased us. We
sailed as quickly as we could, but the pirate ship
was much faster and caught us within a few
hours. The pirates killed three of our men and
wounded another eight. We were all taken as
prisoners.

The captain of the pirate ship made me his
slave. At the end of the voyage he took me to his
home, and I hoped that when he went to sea
again he would take me with him. I thought that
sooner or later he would be taken a prisoner him-
self by some Spanish man-of-war3. Then I would
be free. But when he went to sea the captain left
me to look after his garden and do the work in
the house.

When he came home again I was sent to live
on board the ship to guard it. Here I began to
think of ways of escaping, but had no opportuni-
ty at all until two years had passed. My captain
often used to go fishing in the bay near his home.
He would take one of the smaller boats belonging
to his ship. I would go with him to row the boat

1 Canary Islands: I0HCAIBES , KEE L—ERS 2 Turkish
pirate ship: THESZEMW. EBPNEBRBANTEEXTHE
3 Spanish man-of -war: BYF M. IIHRETFSTEEFMIMET
ENBOESE, UETVABEMPRN, WS ESRENRT
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with the help of one of his servants. Sometimes
one of his relations, a Moorl , would come in-
stead of the captain.

It so happened that one day the pirate cap-
tain had some very important guests coming. He
wanted to entertain them on board his ship, and
so he sent to the ship a very much larger quantity
of food than usual. I got everything ready and
waited the next morning for the captain and his
guests to arrive. But when he came on board the
captain was alone. He told me that his guests
were not coming after all. He ordered me to go
out as usual with the Moor and catch some fish. I
resolved that this was the time to escape, and so
I began to prepare the boat, not for a fishing trip
but for a voyage.

First of all 1 asked the Moor to get some-
thing for us to eat. I said that it was not good that
we should eat the food which our master had sent
for his guests. The Moor said that this was true
and went to fetch some biscuits and fresh water.
While he was away I hid in the fishing boat a
large quantity of the captain’s food. I also hid a
gun, an axe, a saw and a hammer. With the
food that the Moor would be bringing, the fishing
boat now had plenty of food on board for quite a

1 Moor: E?%%/\



