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UNIT 1

1. Reading for A’s

1 Information Related to the Text - - oo

1. In the United States and some Western countries, textbooks in public ele-
mentary and middle schools belong to the school. They are issued to the
students. The students must not write on any page or mark any part of the
textbook in any way, except for cheap paperbacks. When a textbook is is-
sued or returned, its condition must be recorded in terms of New, Fair and
Poor. In contrast, textbooks in colleges are bought by the individual stu-
dents; they can cost about $ 200 a semester. Many students, however, buy
used textbooks sold by former students.

2. Grading System
The following grading system is used in most colleges or universities in the
United States: A, Excellent; B, Good; C, Satisfactory; D, Low or Pass;
F, Fail; I, Incomplete; W, Authorized Withdrawal; Z, Unauthorized
Withdrawal; P, Pass; NP, No Pass. To maintain satisfactory academic
standing and to qualify for a degree, an undergraduate student must have
completed courses with the average grades of “C” or above, and a graduate
student must have the average grades of “B” or above.

To learn how to study is very important for college students. Different stu-
dents have different study methods. Each student should find out his or her
own way of studying. However, there are a few rules that work for every-
body. The authors present three rules in this article: 1) don’t get behind, 2)




2 Extensive Reading

don’t be afraid to mark in textbooks and 3) don’t let tests terrify you.

3 Suggestions for Teaching

1. This article is comparatively easy for the students at College English Band
III. The teaching focus might be shifted from the teacher’s explanation to
the students’ discussion of the text. The teacher might start the class by ask-
ing the students some questions about their own ways of studying. The ques-
tions should be based on the three rules given in this passage.

The following are some suggested questions:

Do you often get behind in your study of English?

Did you ever get behind in any of the other courses you were taking?

How do you arrange your time for different courses?

If you really get behind in one course, what would you do?

Do you mark your textbooks? How do you mark them?

When reading, do you find it helpful to underline the main points of the
passage so as to have a better understanding of it?

Are you afraid of tests?

What do you do before tests?

What is your test-taking strategy?

2. Call the students’ attention to the following sentence patterns and, if possi-
ble, ask them to practise using them.

1) But the neatest desk and the best desk light, ...and the most expensive
textbooks you can buy will do you no good unless you know how to
study. (L.1)

...unless you do find a system that works, you won’t get through col-
lege. (L.11)

Likewise we can say:

You’ll fail your exams unless you work harder.

WEIRXSA B, BRAE R fishes

I sleep with the window open unless it’s really cold.
BEHTEE FEE, REXKS,

“Unless” is often used to introduce the only circumstances in which an
event you are mentioning will not take place.

2) Some students can master the entire system of imaginary numbers more
easily than other students can discover how to study the first chapter in
the algebra book. (L.6)

Nothing is more frustrating than freezing up during an important test,
knowing all the answers but getting so excited at the sight of the test that
half of what you actually know never gets written down. (L.94)

In these two sentences “more” is an adverb modifying another adverb or
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3. Then ask the students whether they can learn any sentences from the text as
aphorisms (short remarks which contain general truths). The teacher can
give his/her suggestions as follows:

1) Methods of studying vary; what works well for some students doesn’t
work at all for others. (L.8) -

2) Whatever the reason, going whole hog for one class and neglecting the
rest of them is a mistake. (L.26)

3) What you missed may make it impossible, or at least difficult, to under-
stand what the rest of the class is doing now. (L.42)

4) One way to insure a good score is read the entire test before you answer
any questions. (L.106)

5) To get A’s on essay tests, you must be able to write well enough that your
teacher is convinced you do understand. (L.122)

4. The teacher might ask the students to introduce the methods of studying
they have found most effective, so that they can learn from each other’s
experiences.

5. Finally some other proverbs concerning studying might also be interesting
to the students. e.g.

There is no limit to knowledge.
The more you learn, the less you feel you know.
All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy.

See if the students can add any.

4 Translation of Some Difficult Sentences from the Test .-

1. Some students can master the entire system of imaginary numbers more eas-
ily than other students can discover how to study the first chapter in the
algebra book. (L.6)
ﬁ&%éﬁﬁé%ﬁﬁ%?ﬂ@Hﬁj':a‘5’#~’§$$§Eﬁﬂﬂﬂfﬂ”%"ﬁﬁﬁﬁ¢ﬁ‘]%‘
BEEXBES.

2. Feeling pretty virtuous about the seven hours you spend on chemistry won’t
help one bit if the history teacher pops a quiz. (I..21)
%ZET‘E/J\NEE%"’%,%ﬁfﬁiﬁﬁ,ﬂ%ﬁﬂ%ﬂiiiﬁ%ﬂfﬁﬂéflﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂlﬁ,ﬁK"PjﬁI
—RWERT IR,

3. Nothing is more frustrating than freezing up during an important test,
knowing all the answers but getting so excited at the sight of the test that
half of what you actually know never gets written down. (L. 94)

BAfARA - RERNER D, ANEE, EETFTEFEILACKEEY T, £
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WERGEAE, TR — LK BRANEFERTFHEHN—EHER TR,

5 Key to T or F and MC Questions s

F F TFF
B A CDTCB




2. Why Not Speed Up Your Reading?

1 Suggestions for Teaching

1. In order to put the students in the right mood for this lesson, the teacher
might first of all tell them the theme of this lesson — the importance of in-
creasing reading speed and how to raise reading speed. Then ask the stu-
dents their opinions about the relationship between reading speed and com-
prehension. The following questions may be useful ;

Do you think a slow reader is likely to read with better understanding than
a fast reader?

Do you agree that fast reading is bound to sacrifice accuracy?

Why do you think we need to increase our reading speed?

Are you a fast reader?

2. Then the teacher might involve the students in selfmeasuring of their own

reading speed so that they would have a rough idea of whether they are fast
readers. Ask them to read the text from the beginning to Line 51. This part
has about 700 words.
The teacher can encourage the students to read it as quickly as possible
without unnecessarily sacrificing accuracy. The students should check the
time and see how long it has taken them to finish this part. Then ask them
to do the “true or false” exercisc. And finally they can find out their read-
ing speed in words per minute and their percentage in comprehension.

3. The teacher should check on the reading speed of some of the students.
Then the teacher might explain that reading speed often varies according to
the type of the reading materials. A reading speed of several thousand
words a minute is useful for people burdened with masses of documents, but
not for study or research purposes nor for recreational reading: Who would
want to finish a good novel in twenty minutes? However, many people do
not know how to “shift gears” — they read everything at the same speed
and they do not know how to increase or decrease their reading speed. The
~author traces the reading problem back to the early school days when the
students were forced to read materials too difficult for them. Bad reading
habits can be and should be broken, and the author recommends some ways
to cultivate better reading habits.

4. Ask the students to read the 11 pieces of advice suggested at the end of this
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2 Translation of Some Difficult Sentences from the Test

1.

lesson. And then they are to answer the question; “What are the author’s
suggestions for speeding up our reading? Do you appreciate any of his
ideas?”

Finally, tell the students not to forget the importance of their reading speed
if they get involved in executive work one day. Just as the author points out
in this article: in getting a job or advancing in one, the ability to read and
comprehend quickly can mean the difference between success and failure.
(L.4)

He had been forced to go slowly to get the meaning. Soon he began reading
everything, even light fiction, at the same turtle’s pace. (L.15)

i 38 TN B DA R0 o Lo R TR L M R SR T A e, B R
HzPi- R 3: 0NN RS 1]

Dr. Betts diagnosed the executive’s reading problem as a common onc¢ — in-
ability to “shift gears.” (L.17)

D251 132 WX o 2 T D) 5 R Ky — B L —— R & “ ey,

- Bad readers trudge home with briefcases bulging with material that should

have been read on the job. (L.25)
AET RN H WA N7 TR NIRRT A a, S EES
HEE R E,

. This moves a curtain down a page at a predetermined rate of speed, forcing

the students to read faster to keep ahead of it. (L.33)
IR0 5 o 32 % DA B SR WA R B B BEZE I A b T B — R B, 2 A
PR, LAMEFE B BRI

. Race an alarm clock. Estimate the number of words in an article or book

chapter and set a time limit on how long you should take to read it. Set the
alarm for that period of time. See if you can finish before the alarm goes
off. Gradually shorten your target time. (L.77)

FRPTER. Wi —RXERBF—EO TR, RS R ER e, B
MR B, RIFME. BEARTHERMBMERZ WRRM L, BEHSEERY
p LTS

- Draw a line down the center of a newspaper column. Center your vision on

the line and try to grasp the meaning of the words on each side as you move
down the page. (L.89)

ERFH—MEE PR EER, BN AR EPEXRR L, SWE T TG
gt , REMELRB A X FHER,
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3 Key to T of F and MC Questions -

T F T F F
D DCBA

4 Key to Translation Exercise

ot
e

. be promoted to the position of general manager

a huge pile of mail

translate word by word

You can become a member, provided you pay the monthly fee.
Break yourself of the bad habit of smoking.

when the alarm clock goes off

Comprehension has picked up by 30%.

read at a turtle’s (or snail’s) pace

Age makes little difference.

The car was slowed down to a snail’s pace.



3. Romantiec Roundabout

1 Information Related to the Text s

1. James Smithson (1765 —1829): English scientist and founder of the Smithso-
nian Institution. He was the illegitimate son of 1st Duke of Northumber-
land, Hugh Smithson, and Elizabeth H. K. Macie, a descendant of Henry
VII. He was educated in Oxford, and devoted his life to chemical and
mine-rological research. He remained single when he died in Genoa, Italy,
on June 26, 1829. Although he had never visited the United States, he
willed his fortune of about $ 500,000 to the country “to found at Washing-
ton, under the name of the Smithsonian Institution, an establishment for
the increase & diffusion of knowledge among men.” His remains now lie in
a chapel in the main entrance of the Smithsonian Building.

2. The Smithsonian Institution: (S HEXWRE / EEHE L EWIE) A scientific
and cultural institution established in 1846 when Congress voted to accept
the legacy of James Smithson. It is a collection of museums which preserves
more than 100 million items of scientific, historical, and artistic interest,
and thereby gaining the title “the National Attic”.

3. The National Air and Space Museum: Previously the National Air Museum
founded in 1946. It has been located on the Mall since 1976. It is the most
popular museum in the country, where one can see exhibits and collections
of achievements in flight and space exploration, including the Wright
brothers’ Kitty Hawk Flyer of 1903, Charles Lindbergh’s plane of 1927,
and Apollo II Lunar command module Columbia of 1969.

2 Suggestions for Teaching -

1. Since this is a story based on the laws of probability, the explanation should
be focused on the subject.
1) What is Probability?
( A branch of mathematics concerned with theories of uncertainty, ways
of measuring uncertainty, the application of techniques involving uncer-
tainty. The study of probability arose from a gambling dispute. But
chance plays an important role in many situations other than gambling,
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such as weather prediction, heredity, popular growth and measurement.
The theory of probability provides the foundation of statistics, coin toss-
ing, dice, poker, bridge and coincidences. In coin tossing, the probabil-
ity of getting head and tail should be 50%. In other cases, the operations
are far more complicated than that.)

2) How do the laws of probability work in the story?

(Sidney took the narrator’s word about the laws of probability and wait-
ed in the museum for more than three years. See details. )

3) As we know, this is a love story. What do you think are other elements
which contribute to the happy ending?

(love, faith in each other, loyalty, luck, etc.)

4) Compare Sidney’s waiting with the famous Chinese allegory “~FHEFER”
(stand by a stump waiting for more hares to come and dash themselves
against it — trust to chance and strokes of luck) and see if we can identi-
fy any difference.

5) Comment on the title by exploring the text. Then hold a discussion to de-
cide how we can best translate it into Chinese.

(For reference only
Romantic: (a pun) To Fly (L.20), Let’s fly (L.44)
(some associations) the Air and Space Museum
Roundabout: Sentences L..15-1L.18, L.83— L. 95, L.99 - L.104, and
some details.
We may translate the title as “$FELBE".)
2. The teacher may draw the students’ attention to the employment of Ameri-
can English in the text. For example:

(title) Romantic Roundabout : indirect way, (fig.) twist of fate — detour

(L.3) exhibit — exhibition

(L.6) checking coats and other articles: to place something somewhere to

be looked after — leave with, checkroom (Am.E) — cloakroom (Br.E)

(L.9) at the stand: a small shop or place for showing things — stall

(L.19) half hour — half an hour

(L.57) hung around: to stay near one place with no clear purpose — hang

about

(L.85) mall: an area of streets where one can walk to and around shops.

3. The students may have difficulty in pronouncing the following names.

Smithson / 'smi@sn /

Smithsonian / smi@'ssunjen /

Maryanne Wilson / meori'a n / / 'wilsn /

Omaha / 'sumaha; /

Nebraska / ni'braesks /

Florida / 'florids /

Charles Lindbergh / tfa:1z/ / lindbeg /
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4. Familiar words with new meaning
(L.6) off the main entrance: near. (e.g. an island off the coast)
(L.13) know everyone by sight: know everyone’s appearance.
(L.25) but there was something about him: in. (e.g. There is a sense of
humor about him.)
(L.38) in a loving way: in detail, carefully
(L.50) And with that: and then, thereupon.
(L. 65) about Maryanne’s figures on the laws of probability: (pl.) arith-
metical calculations.
(L.80) and upset everything in sight: scatter by a knock; within his reach.
(L.94) the grounds of various government buildings around town: (pl.)
land surrounding a large building, usu. made into gardens and enclosed by a
wall or fence. Compare with “on the grounds of”, grounds meaning rea-
son; in the area of.

3 Sentences for the Students to Remember -

1. I work in a little room off the main entrance to the museum, checking coats
and other articles which people do not want to carry around as they tour the
building. (L.6)

2. He turned and looked at the front entrance as though he had never scen it
before, while I went on explaining about Maryanne’s figures on the laws of
probability. (L.64)

3. Neither of us ever spoke of Kate any more, and we dropped the subject of
the laws of probability, but I noticed that Sidney observed every person
who entered that most visited of all museums. (L.68)

4. Finally, she got a job as a gardener with the Department of the Interior,
working on the grounds of various government buildings around town.
(L.93)

4 Translation of Some Difficult Sentences from the Text :«csmmo:

1. Year after year, more people visit this massive exhibit honoring the men
and women who have pioneered flight and the exploration of space than
visit any other monument or museum in the entire country. (L.3)

R EYIERHEARZHIRSE, UEEHE CITEAREZHERGE N REH TN S L
TN RUESMWHABEERELELSWRIEYIHOE AL,

2. She claims that she can calculate, according to her system, the odds against
anything happening. (L.11) :
WS PR, R Y O 8k, W LT AR T S & A R



UNIT1 n

3. I remember noticing him that first day. He wasn’t much more than a thin,

anxious kid, but there was something about him. It was eerie. (L.24)
RCILH/L—KBERMIHEE . ATRENEE EL2RLH/MKT . AibFg
At a0F, BHTRME,

He described her in a loving way. “She’s small and dark, nineteen years
old, and has a spirited face. I mean she can get mad, but she never stays
mad for long. She has a short coat made of soft brown leather, but maybe
she’s not wearing it.” (L.38)

il SO 18 R A A T, B R AR, 19 % e ERREETER, REHMS
RS, HES—RET . AR — AR R R R AN AT R g

. Sidney cried out and the next thing I knew, there were souvenirs and cards,

dolls, and who-knows-what flying all over the place. Sidney had leaped
over the counter and upset everything in sight. (L.78)

AR R —p, Eﬁ,ﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁtﬂgﬁﬁﬁ\%ﬁﬁ\ﬁﬁﬁﬁi*ﬂ*%ﬂﬂ;ﬁﬁ
BTHRERERY CEEH, R G ERP S —BRBTAE &, 10 5 30 0 7R P 4 200
M,

4 Key to MC Questions
BADDABGCA

5 Key to Translation Exercise ..

1.

The Summer Palace is the most visited of all parks in Beijing.

2. After working there for a week, he came to the conclusion that the boss

was mean to his employees.

. He is no more than a kid of 15, but he has got a job as an accountant with

this company.

. None of them ever spoke of the girl any more, and they dropped the subject

of marriage.

- When this semester is over, I should be able to get around to reading this

novel.

- What a wonderful drama had unfolded before my eyes!
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4. The Lucky Archaecologist

1 Information Belﬁted to the Text oo

1. Heinrich Schliemann: Born in Germany in 1822, Heinrich Schliemann was
the son of a poor pastor. When he was seven years old, a picture of Troy in
flames impressed him deeply and he took it as the absolute truth that Troy
had existed. At the age of 14, he worked in a grocery store, but gave up
this job because of ill health. Then he became a cabin boy. On his way to
South America his ship was wrecked and he was left in the Netherlands,
where he found work in business. In a very short time he mastered 13 major
European languages, including both ancient and modern Greek. In 1846,
Schliemann went to St. Petersburg, Russia, where he worked hard and
amassed a large fortune. At the age of 41, he retired and travelled exten-
sively, especially in Greece, After studying archaeology in Paris, Schlie-
mann moved to Greece and started his excavation of Troy in 1868. His dis-
coveries in Turkey and Greece made him a symbol of the romance and ex-
citement of archaeology.

2. Homer: Tradition tells us that Homer was an ancient Greek poet in what is
now the western coast of Turkey. His two epic poems, the Iliad and the
Odyssey, are considered the greatest works of art of ancient Greece and
among the greatest treasures of Western literature. Almost nothing is
known about Homer, but his poems suggest that he lived in the last half of
the 8th century BC. Some scholars even deny that “Homer” ever existed.




