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Preface

Professor T. W. Lin is a distinguished practitioner of Chinese local history, particu-
larly of the Lingnan Region, who is uniquely qualified to introduce the reader to local
historiography. In this three part work, he systematically shares his extensive knowledge
of the compilation of local gazetteers and their application in the study of local history.

Part One, * The Origins and Development of Local Gazetteers, ” begins with a
discussion of how local gazetteers can be used to supplement and correct standard dynas-
tic histories and to provide information about science and technology, individuals and
the arts, and religion and cultural exchange between East and West. It continues by trac-
ing the evolution of local historical writing and geographical treatises beginning from
pre-Han times through their confluence in works about historical geography during the
T'ang dynasty, the subsequent emergence of the local gazetteer genre in the Sung
dynasty, and its maturation during the Yuan,Ming, and Ch’ing dynasties. Particular
attention is paid to the contributions of influential works and the theoretical orienta-
tions of different schools of writers.

Part Two, “ Local Gazetteer Theories and Theoreticians, ” reviews theoretical
developments from the Ch’ing dynasty to our day. Professor Lin gives an overview of the
ideas and works of great scholars of the Ch’ing dynasties including Chang Hsueh-
ch’eng, Ku Yuan-wu, Ku Tsu-yii, Tai Chen, and Hung Liang-chi. He then presents new
approaches to the compilation of local gazetteers which have arisen during the twenti-
eth century, giving special attention to the theoretical views of researchers and compil-
ers on both sides of the Taiwan Straits in recent years and concluding with his own ideas
about compiling modern local gazetteers.

Part Three, “ A Study of Kwangtung Local Gazetteers,” starts with an evaluation of
three Ming and three Ch’ing editions of the Kwangtung Provincial Gazetteer. Tt

concludes with discourses on many topics in the local history of Kwangtung including

XX1
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biographical issues, problematic events, ethnic groups in Kwangtung and Hong Kong,
and an example of what can be accomplished by using a local gazetteer in tandem with
a lineage genealogy.

Professor T. W, Lin provides the reader with a comprehensive overview of the evolu-
tion and development of the contents and theory of a most important genre of historical
writing in China.He also skillfully demonstrates how the local gazetteers can be used to
enrich and deepen our understanding of local historical events, personalities, and popu-

lations. All students of Chinese history will profit by reading his book.

Melvin P. Thatcher
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