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A Before Reading

1 Give two reasons why bicycles are a good type of transport!

2 What buildings does a crane help to build?

My Notes:







People use many machines in their daily life. You probably use
lots of machines. Maybe you see them in films, books and on

television. This book is about some useful machines.

Helicopter

A helicopter lifting off

A helicopter is a flying machine. It has large blades called
‘rotors’ that spin around very quickly. Helicopters can rise straight
into the air. They do not need a runway like an aeroplane does.
This means that helicopters are useful for landing in small places.
The rotor blades start to turn around quickly. Then, the helicopter
rises straight up into the air. In the air, helicopters can fly in any
direction. They can also ‘hover’, or stay in one place without
moving. Helicopters are used to rescue people who are trapped

or hurt. They can also carry heavy things.
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A crane unloading a container.

A crane lifts very heavy things. It is a very tall metal tower
with a long arm. The long arm lifts the heavy things. A crane
moves around on wheels. The wheels are on tracks. The crane
moves along the tracks. Cranes are very useful. They help to build
new places like factories, houses and blocks of flats. In a harbour,
people use cranes to load and unload ships. The cranes put things
into lorries. Then, the lorries take the things away. This crane is

unloading a ship.



Escalator

An escalator carrying people.

An escalator is a moving staircase. Escalators carry people up
or down. We often use them in shopping centres, train stations
and airports. They help people go up or down without getting
tired. To use an escalator, you only need to stand on a step. You
should also hold on to the handrail. The step and handrail move
together. When you are at the end of the escalator, you should
step off. The step and the handrail fold away under the escalator.
They travel back to the beginning of the escalator to go around

again and again.



