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THE SIGNALMAN

1

The Railway Cutting

was nine o’clock on a warm summer evening.
I stood at the top of a steep slope! . The slope
was one side of a railway cutting. I looked
down. The cutting was very deep. There were
two railway tracks? at the bottom of the cutting.

I looked to the right—towards London. The
railway tracks disappeared into a tunnel®. It was
a long tunnel through a large hill. The entrance
to the tunnel was very dark.

Then I looked to the lefti—towards Dover? .
The railway tracks were straight for many miles.
I did not see any trains on the tracks.

I looked down into the cutting again.

There was a signal-box> at the bottom of the

1 steep slope: FEUSEVAUE 2 track: H1iE 3 tunnel: BE
4 Dover: 3, REROHM, SZENNZEEER 5 signa-
box: &SI
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cutting! . The signal-box was a small wooden
building. It’s floor was four feet above the
ground. The signal-box was next to the railway
tracks. And it was fifty feet from the entrance to
the tunnel.

A signalman? was standing by the metal
tracks. He was standing outside the signal-box.
He was holding a red flag. The flag was a piece \2
of red cloth on a long wooden handle.

There was another flag on a tall metal pole3

near the tunnel entrance. That flag was white.

'

1 cutting: IZHERL 2 signalman: IESH 3 pole: ¥
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There were also two lamps on the ground, near
the pole. The lamps were not lit. A metal ladder!
was fixed? to the pole.

The signalman walked to the pole and he lit
one of the lamps. He climbed the ladder and he
took the white flag from the pole. Then he put
the red flag on the pole and he put the lamp under
the flag. The light from the lamp was red.

The signalman climbed down the ladder and
he 1it3 the other lamp. The light from this lamp
was white. The man held up? the lamp and he
looked around. Then he started to walk back to
the signal-box.

I shouted down to him.

The signalman heard my voice but he did
not look up at me. He turned round and he
looked towards the tunnel. I was surprised. I was
above him, at the top of the cutting. Why was
the signalman looking towards the tunnel?

The man turned round again, and I saw his
face. He was frightened! Why was the signalman
frightened?

I shouted again, ‘Hello! Hello!’

At last, the signalman looked up at me.

‘I want to talk to you!’ I shouted. ‘Is

1 ladder: %5 2 fix: @F 3 light: =%, lit XN 4 hold
up: i 5 look around: (UBRESE
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there a path into this cutting?’

The signalman looked at me, but he did not
reply.

Suddenly, the ground started to shake.
There was a loud noise and a big train came out
of the tunnel. Clouds of white smoke came up
from the cutting. Then the smoke disappeared
and I saw the train again. It was far away. It was
going to Dover.

The signalman was walking towards the tun-
nel.

I shouted my question again. ‘ Hello! Hel-
lo! Is there a path into this cutting?’

The signalman stopped and he looked at me.
Then he lifted his white flag. He pointed to my
left.

I looked to the left. About three hundred
feet away, there was a path.

‘ Thank you!’ I shouted.

The path was very steep. The ground was
very wet and muddy! . 1 walked carefully down
into the cutting. Once, I stopped and I looked at
the signalman. He was standing by one of the
railway tracks. He was watching me. He was
watching and waiting. He was unhappy. Why?

I arrived at the bottom of the cutting. I

1 muddy: &7
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walked beside the metal track. I walked towards
the signalman.

There were walls of earth on both sides of
the cutting. The walls were very high and they
were dark and wet. Water was running down the
walls. I looked up and I saw a small piece of
sky. The sky was orange and red. The sun was
going down at the end of the day. But the sun
was not shining into the cutting.

In front of me was the dark entrance to the
long tunnel. A cold wind was blowing through
the tunnel. The wind had a cold, dead smell.
Suddenly, I was cold. I was very cold!

Soon, I was standing beside the signalman.
The man had dark hair and a pale face. His
beard! and eye-brows2 were thick and black.

‘Good evening,’ 1 said to the signalman.
‘You work in a lonely place. Do you like visi-
tors?’

The man did not reply. I smiled at him.

‘I will tell you about myself,’ I said. ‘I
worked in an office for thirty years. Now, I have
retired from work. I don’t do any work now. ’

The man did not reply.

‘I’'m very interested in railways, ' Isaid. ‘I
was a boy sixty years ago. There were no trains

1 beard: tiF 2 eye-brows: BE
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