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B/~ Lesson 1
AN EHERNANE

The Initials and Simple Finals in Modern Chinese

ARWEMBTRMUREY, FVHAR. B8, FRLR,
The phonetic unit of modern Chinese is a syllable, which is composed of an initial,

a final and a tone.

1. B The Initials
—AENIFRHEEURE R, ARE-XF2ANMHER (FHEAALEBRER)

The consonant that begins a syllable is called an initial and there are 2] of them in

modern Chinese (the international Phonetic Alphabet in the brackets),

b [p] p[p¢] m[m] f[f]
d[t] t [t ] n [n] 1]
z [ts] c [ts¢] s [s]
zh[t§] ch[tg ] sh§ ] 7]
il q [te¢] x[e]
gl[k] k [k¢] h [x]

FABARBHEENREBESE, Fin. 2 B ou (B .

Syllables without initials are called syllables with zero initials,e.g.a(#{) and ou(fk)

2, B Simple Finals

—NEN B ERELNHBSREDE,
RE-PTEHPHBUAHE, P8
The element after the initial in a Chinese syllable is the final.

The final with only one vowel is called a simple final and there are six of them,

a[a] ofo] e[o] i[i] u[u] ufy]



g 3 Exercises

1. ETEHNAER. Read the fcllowing initials,
b P m f
d t n 1
[ S
zh ch sh r
] q x
g k h

2, ETHEHHE. Read the following finals,

’ e a
a o, o a
e o, o e
i u, u i
i i, i i
u i, . i u
3. RTEMET. Read tke following syllables,
bo po mo fo
de te ne le

ge ke he

4, PETHEHRANES. Contrast the sounds of the initials in each of the fololwing
groups,



5. HIRTFX,

Read the following table,

a 0 e i u i
b ba bo bi bu

P pa po pi pu

m ma mo mi mu

f fa fo fu

d da de di du

t ta te ti tu

n na ne ni nu nii
1 la le li Iu Ii
g ga ge gu

k ka ke ku

h ha he hu

i ji ju
9 qi qu
x xi xu
z za ze zu

c ca ce cu

8 sa ge su

zh zha zhe zhu

ch cha che chu

sh sha she shu

r re ru




B Lesson 2
EHEANAEHERHSAN

" Compound Finals and Finals with Nasal Endings

and Rnles of Spelling

1. 5858 Compound Finals

HRAREATERORODE, WREYE., ARTE—-HAT LY
Finals made up of two or three vowels are compound finals and there are ]3 of
them,

ai  [ai] ao [au]

ou [ou]

ei® [ei]

ja [ia] ie [ie] iao[iau] fouljou]
ua [ua] uo [uo] uaif uai] uei[ uei]
e [ye]

2. ABYHE Finals with Nasal Endings
EEREH EAGWR -1[a] K -nel0] WRGED, WHAEHE, AR LA
16/~

Finals with nasal endings are finals followed by —n[n] or —ng[n] and there are 16
of them,

an [an] ang [(ag]

onglup]

en [an] eng [on]

in [in] ing [in] ian [ien] iang [ian] iong[yuny]

uen[ uan] uéng[uag] uan[ uan] uang[uan]

in [yn] iian [yen]

3. HfEHRM Rules of Spelling,

(1D BIRUIFFRMPBETRAEBOMNE, TSRy, .

© eimAday Bay B ¥ A, HpeRkBmmlel. FTiileMmuehe TR msE—2%, BEMalel,
ei is pronounced in the same way as “ay” in 4day®and the e in ei is the half-highrs], The
e in ie and e, with the tongue position a little lower, is the half-low[e],
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When there is no initial before the final i or {i in a syllable, we add the quasi-ini-

tial y before the final, e.g.
i—>yi i—yu ie—»>yue

WA ERREAR A E RN, R SREFR Y. M.
When there is no initial before a compound final started with i in a syllable, we

<hange i into the quasi-initial y, e.g.

iao—>yao iou—you
(2) HuFFkHBBRR AR BARE, EnkEE wuswa) KL w & u(ua—s
wa, uai—>wai).
When there is no initial before a final started with u, we add the quasi-initial w

before the final (u—+wu) or in place of u (ua—>wa, uai-»wai).

(3) H G Tk BB i q.x.y MBki, U LRFAEY, Bl
When a final started with G is preceded by j q x or y, the two dots above @ are
dropped, e.g.

juy qu, xu, xun, yuan

() HHEEHEWE ion, vei Bk i, vi, AF K ven Bk un, K,
When preceded by initials, the finals iou and uei are shortened as iu and ui respec—

tively while uen is written as un, e.g.

1+ iou—liu h + vei—>hui g + uen—»gun

s 3 Exercises

1. BT, Read the following table,
a o e ai ei ao ou an en ang eng ong
i ia ie fao  iu ian in iang ing iong
u ua uo uai ui uan un uang ueng
i e tian {in




2. &3J8%H Exercises on compound finals,

ai el ao ou ia ie iao ua uo uai ui le
j jia jie jiao jue
q gia qie giao que
x xia xie xiao xue
2z zai zel zao zou zZuo zui
c cai cao cou cuo cui
8 sai sao sou suo sui
zh | zhai zhei zhao zhou zhua zhuo zhuai zhui
ch | chai chao chou chuo chuai chui
sh shai shei shao shou shua shuo shuai shui
r rao rou ruo rui
3. *ETHEN: Discriminate the following syllables,
lan—lang,  ben—beng,  jin—jing, qin—qing,  xun—xiong
bai—bei, liao—liu, guai—gui,  xia—xie, suo—sui

4, BHERUEBREHETHEHNHSZT: Write the following syllabes according to the rules
of spelling;, :

i— lan-» iong-» iou— je—
u—+ uo—»> ua-—» uai-> uei-» uen—> ueng—> uang-—»

@—> tle-> Ulan-»> ln »




EHE_¢ Lesson 3
B A Tones

RE-ANFVHARES, B&THEBMEZN, BEFHE. HiF—HF045, 0,

Among the components of a Chinese syllable, there is the tonme besides the initial

and the final. Aliogether there are four tones,

%5 —7= the first tone /& the high tone
%~y the second tone F}i8 the rising tome
=55 the third tone {%i4 . the low tone
Py the fourth tone F%if the falling tome

EEEMZHIA -, v EFFASRETNVHEETE BIFAOEX . EMBHE k..
In writing, we use the tone marks _, ,, ., , on the main vowel (the one

pronounced the loudest and with the mouth widest open) , e. g.

mi mi& mi ma (mother, hemp, horse, to curse)
ai ai A ai (dust, cancer, dwarf, love)
qiang qiing qiing qiang (pistol, wall, to snatch,

to irritate respiratory organs)
tul tuf  tui  tuwy (to push, dispirited, leg, to retreat)
—AEVREE. BEHEE, FiRAE, BEREEERR,
Syllables with same initials and finals but in different tones usually have differ-
ent meanings. »
FIAREWE LRIBS B SEAR. ik A-KESRZLERG T SEHEE, ©
HAESREEEA, HTFRLEML.2.3.4,58FRE. B, b, KA. &. 0FA:

The tone is the variation of one’s pitch. If we draw a vertical line to represent
the range of the variation of one’s pitch and divide it into four equal parts from the
low end upward with five points, then 1, 2,3, 4, 5represent the low, middle—
low, middle, middle~high and high pitch respectively. See the chart below,

5 B high

4 ¥& middle-high ;
3 B middle 4
2 kfE  middle-low 8

1 K low \ 2
-y =] the first tone 1
55

% {8 the high tone



